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Interview with J. T, Heirstoa
{014 Settler)
' Pryor, Oklahoma

Je 2o Mr:t'on was born in 1832 in Mississippi. He
Agggamw@mwtomminmsa. He was
a bee keeper when he first came here also a earpintor and
former, Eis father L. T. Bairston was killed in the battle
Chickamauga. |

- School end Clmrch -

The oxly school have ihen was the Selins Orphans Home
for Inahu -hrtcd in 18?8 at the rnidonoo of Lewis Ross
brother of cn.r Ron. It wae also the onmly chmrch+house.

J. 7. Bairston balped build the wings oato the Ross resi-
“dence for the Erpmc Home in 1898, whu Watt Dumoan wes the
Superintendent,. During the '61;11 %er the soldiers rensscked
the Homs and danced om the plenos: The home burmed fn 1908,
| - Salt Wells

In 1808 amd 1808 Lewis Ross and J. Hess drilled sslt
"wells at what is Rediwmm Spring, Jjust west of Salina. These

n/rco $ hundred feet and were cased with cedar logs

‘which had been split emd the centsrs chisled out so that when the

logs were put back together there were holes four or five inmches ~



‘ ‘ o 113
EATRSTOR, 7. T ISTERVISW #1226l

" in diemeter rumning throughthe centera of the logss

" fhe water flowed.out the top of the well all the time,
This water wes piped isto igu.- and béiled down te

selt, They put fresk blood in the kettles to maks the _

slt shite s;mi fine. The largs iron kettles ware brought
thare by Ross from Pittsburg, Pemmsylvania. Thers are

pieces of those ksttles left there yet. |

Story of Rmvnl

. Ihonthodhorohunro ocmingtromctorgia,

nessee and Ahbt-, they spppod in Arkanses and tha great
grandfather of Chief Rogers sent twelve scouts shpad snd
when they came neer Snu’na on the mok they raw a msn coming
on borssdaek, mmaummua‘nﬂmnn- horsenan
omms by they mbbod the briﬂlo of thi. mn'l bhorse am! rorooa
the Yremch huater to toll them all he knew voncerning m a
connts cnd the Osages who had inhadited ft. After gaining
all pnem.o informtion they killed the Frenchean and re-
‘ turud to their people. 'nn Imnan- then cams on and met

the Osages in hnttl, on Honcy crnk and the Chsrokees were

affeaten,
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Thea the next battle was at the Claremore Moumd,
Ticro the Cherokees won and there they killed Chief
Claremore of the Osages. That was the last buttle between
the Osages and the Cherokees, The Osages went west and the
Cherokees inhabited this pert of the country.

Lewis Ross

Lewis Ross was not only prominent here but aiso in
GCeorgia and Tognolsoe where Rossville store and ferry were
aamod for him, He wes a friend of 7, J. Hairston, Hairston
was umpifp o{‘the'baseball gimes in which Captain Weleh ‘
played ;gainnt the father of Earl Welch who is now a medgber

of the Supreme Court,
\



