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INTERVIEW WITH MR. 3 . B. HARRIS

• B y : - - - -

L. W. Wilson—Field Worker,
Historical Indian Research Work. * »

• ' , »

Mr. Harris has answered questions asked and

voluirteered the following information:

I am 64 years old and came to the Iadian Territory

with a surveying party to the Creek Nation in 1902 having

hired out for t h i s work in the s ta te of Kansas* I

remained with t h i s party only a short time, and* pur chased

the s tore at Sawokla, Indian Terri tory. I was made post-

master and the location of the postoffuce was in my s tore .

ivly parents never part icipated in the affa i rs of

the Indian Terr i tory .

LIFE AND CUSTOMS

The houBes and school houses nsrs of log construction/

and quite a few sf rough lumber.

« There was some oorn raised and a few of the "rpek

Indians had small gardens. / /

Sawokla was on the pra i r ie country and the people

for miles each wa$ wa»e interested in stock ra i s ing .

(Cattle, horses and some hogs).

Wild game such as p ra i r i e chickens, rabbi ts , ooyotes,
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aad-prai-r4© ^reives jwer«-pien;fcif ul-.- Along the streams

or that poortion which was tiafeered were many opossum,

racoon, s q u i r r e l s , wild tu rkeys , and some deer .

$uch wild f r u i t s and b e r r i e s ; as b l ackbe r r i e s ,

dew-berries, s t rawber r ies , grapes and plums were in

abundance.

i»long the streams were hickory nut , walnut and few

pecan t r e e s .

All clothing a t t h i s time could be purchased a t the

trading p o s t s . Cloth of a l l kinds was purchased from the

bol t s of cloth and the cloth made in to garments a t home.

All shoes and boots were handled in the s t o r e s .

I handled saddles , saddle b l anke t s , b r i d l e s , cow boy

boots and h a t s , spurs , e t c . , along with my general

merchandise. «•

2nglish language was taught i n the schoo ls .

30RIAL GROUNDS

Nearly every Ranchman had h i s own ind iv idua l b u r i a l

ground for h i s family along with any cow hands that might

die while employed by him. I cannot r e c a l l the loca t ion

of but one at t h i s t ime. The Gentry Cemetery w&ieh i s

located about one and one fourth, miles east of the present

town of H a s t e n , Oklahoma.
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_Sj30tt_Gentry_and^Jiia l i f e Abbie were buried there in

1902 & 1903 (The interviewer located th is cemetery and

there is one tomb stone on v&JLch is inscribed as follows:

Abbie B.
Wife of

Scott Gentry
born

July 26, 1847
Died

June 20, 1902.

FERRIES

I recal l the Gentry Ferry across the Arkansas, one

mile east of* the present town of Haskell, Oklahoma. I t

was owned by Soott Gentry, Steve and Prince Lowery cared

for and operated this ferry for Scott Gentry.

The Nevins ferry was located across the Arkansas Rivsr,

the east landing being at the &ofeh of Grand river and the

west landing near the present Iviuskogee,Pump Stat ion.

The Googy Sookey ferry was at the mouth of ̂  Cedar

^reek across the Arkansas r iver , which wac almost due south

of the present town of Coweta, Oklahoma.

I knew of l o t s of ranches for the cowboys used to

gang up around the s tore and swap yarns with each other.

I can't t e l l you the location, the Superintendents or

Foremen of these ranches, but remember them only by names.
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There were the F, S. ranch, ThBee Bar ranch, ^luford

Miller ranch, Lazy S ranch aid many now I can't reoa l l .

(He referred me to Jim Speneer an -Old .aasman^ who could

give me a l l tiie de ta i l s . See Spencer's interview).

SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Our sooial affa i rs were limited to danaes, oamp

meeting, horse racing, rabbit races with grey hounds,
1 »

etc. Of course we had Churoh.. Ghurch was he ldan the

sohool houses.

SCHOOL & MISSIONS .

The old Tallahassee Mission a t now Tallahassee,

Okla. Alice Robertson was in charge. I t was in the

early 1900Ts the Creek Nation took on a schopl building

program or Missions as you may call them.* They bu i l t

the Peoan Mission on Pecan Creek west of the now Kluskogee

Indian Terri tory. The Creek Orphanage a t Okmulgee,

Indian Territory. Thore was an old mission there years

before but i t had burned down' and this program called

for i t s being reconstructed.

Craek Sohool sfc 0owe>ta, Indian Terr i tory, together

with Creek sohool at Sapulpa, Indian Terri tory, and fcfchftra

were bu i l t throughout the Creek Nation.

We had subscription schools for the vbites. The

school houses were bu i l t by subscription and were maintain-

ed by each soholar paying one dollar per month.
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•TRADING POSTS

l o c a t e d ^one-mi4e s o u t h and one and

one f o u r t h m i l e s west of t h s p r e s e n t town of K a s k e l l ,

Oklahoma. I t cons i s t ed of one s t o r e i n whioh was t he

p o a t o f f i c e and I owned some a s I t o l d you. I would g e t

my merchandise u s u a l l y from I-^uskogee I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y ,

as that was the nearest ra i l road s t a t i o n .

The merchandise would, come by r a i l to Luskogee,

Indian Terr i tory and f re ight wagons would haul i t to

my s t o r e . The mail would come by stage to the stage

stand on Cow Creek and then by horse baok to my p lace .

The stage stand was about three miles north of the

present town of Boynton, Oklahoma.

RAILROADS

The Midland Valley r a i l road bu i l t through about

two miles north and one mile east of Sawokla, Indian

Terr i tory, in 1904 and the town of Haskell , Iadian
»

Territory, sprang up. soon the post office was moved

"fco-the railroad end-at this instance I reigned as post-

master and moved my s^oak to Haskell, Indian Territory,

and I have ranained here in the mercantile business untHl

this day. The fir at passenger train ran through Haskell

August 21, 1904,

Mr. Harris could not reveal very much information
«

due to his short tlfte in the Territory.


