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An interview with 1ilsh D, Lindsey, at hexr home, fr9
516 N, Frisco, Tulsa, Oklshama, ‘
By - Effie 3, Jacksom, Field wWorker,

July 30, 1937,
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"My perents were horn in Alsbema of Seotoh an-'
oostry. lly father, John Denton (borm 1836) was 3cotch
and Cherokee, My mother, Susan MoKellup {born 1833)
was Sootoh end Creek. Their parents brought them during
the 30's to the Creek Natiom. The McKellops settled
on Blue Creek about 12 miles west of n&bgee. My
unels, 7im NcKellop, had & largs Tanch sbout six miles
northwest of our hame, The Dentons lived near Chelsea,
After their martiege, my perents lived in the Elue
Springs area, I.wes the youngest of six; four died in
infancy; ono later in life.

My father panod'a'ay when I was three. My
memory of w mother, Susan McFellop Denton, is a picture
of one devoting hor life to her ‘felloiv man, Gifted in
marsing and healing arts she spent all her years in ser-
vice to others. She dled whon I wes sixteén, I attended
the Tullahassee Mission and I remsmber slthough I was |
ready fco enter at eight, twelve wag the loweat age en-
trance, Augusta Robertson (sister of Alice) was my
teacher,

At sixteen-I entered Highland mcitm, Hillsboro,
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. Ohdo, 1 mm with honors in 1883, the first
cru’klmunci-zjl‘ha finiah that school, I knew only
the Cresk langnage when I entered, but the English
langusge semmed like my mother tongue. The spring
before my graduation I m aprointed by the Homs
Mission Board of 3ehools at Now York to teach at
Wealeka (to which place the 614 Tullshassee Mission
had besn removed), rren thers to con'q.d‘m;niog, end
then thves years in the misdion school at Tulsa, (I
had married Cols L. W, Lindsey at Wuhka. Mission in
1884,) |

I am writing in detail my sohool experiences,

Miis srticle w1l cover the founding, sotivities and
school 1ife at Tullshasses Misaion, Weslaka Mission, .

_ Coweta Mission and Tulsa's early nission sohool. Dr.
Loughridgs told me the story if his siruggies to found
s misston sahool; how he went to Oéweta, & young
mulda;ymm:ulto '&krorthe 204 of the Ine

T dtaze— - But-the Oresks said: “Wo, Wo white men's
 religlon.” Lowghridge satds 12 1 San't presél; mey—

I teachy” Whyw 50 he startod a
86hool in his‘one-room cabin, Realizing thet by teach
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m; he oou.u prnoh, h.'ainug the young eowatim,
he decided to devote his life to that, DBut he mé
have a owpanion to help him in this missionary
‘work. S0 back Bast he went to ask his Mt., Holyoke
swestheart to bocome his wife and with him devote
her 1ife to the ﬁlfm of the Indian, In my article
I will tell the story as Dr. Loughridge told me, the
foynding of Wu, the struggle during the War,
the work of the Robertaons, my sorrespondance with
$hem, Tullahasses sfter the War, Wealska Missicn and
| Coweta llhaﬁn. Fhen I have cumpleted my history of
“iission Life fram 1850 to 1900%, I would like %o -
personally send the oopy to Dr. Grant Forexan, I have
ﬁomtoliihastg:gof those days and now I realize the
ristorical value of my experiences. It will be a
pleasure t0 me to write this sriicle for him,

. T came %o Tulse in 1686 a8 & teacher at the Pres-
byterian Missjion school, where the Cosden Building is
todsy at Fourth and Beston, I had occasicn in a report
I gave to count thommbarotpooplallvughoroﬂxu, ‘

Wmm—awm@____

r-nnu. ut men, wmen and children. No oivie pride
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manifested {tself as cattle, horses, cows and pigs
rosned the streets at will, Pecple sat on their
front "stoops™, ate their watemelons, and threw the
rinds to the oblizing pigs in the streets There was
the towne~pump about half way across the gtreet bee
tween Hall's store at northwest coraer of First and
Main and Archer's at northeast corner,

My greatest interest as years went on was worke
ing among the poor, A etruggling starving group of
people had formed o tent-town settlement near whera
the Sand Springs railwey crosses Archer todey,
Deserted mothers, dsserted childrem, the sick eand the
dying, were always with us. I elways wemt in happy
and jolly, end knelt domn end prayed and then st111
talking siipped a look into the lardsr, always to
£ind it empty, though they would not tell me. Then
I would turn my little horse back to town with my list
of staples. Fram store to store 1 went and I only
agkad for one article from each store. Them loaded
up with flour, beans, rice, stc., I returned to rill
the larder, I was poor myself, my husband was a
contractor, and could not give momey, but I could give
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ry tme. Go@ gave me no children, he must have -
meant ﬁr me t0 care for those he gave others, I
have taken seventeen into my home and sent them out
equipped ta help themselves,

or all my activities in the past years cue
stends out quite distinotly, thet was getting the
Talsa city comuission %o establish ths office of police
matron, Reslizing from my work among derelict wamen
the need for this, I approached each camnissioner and
received his apgroval in advance, I even determined
who was to make the motion, and who was to second it,
The morning of the meetink camo, and I headed my ﬁel-
egntion of women; I rawnher Blra. De Ae Wickizer was
one of them., The speeches were made, the ;no’cion made,
seconded, and passed and ﬁ;‘e office eastablished, Then

““the question arose for much discussion as to who was

to serve., I are;e anmd introduced a woman I felt was
fitted for the work and she was chosen. Thisz was on
Priday and Monday meraning, Tulsa's ‘rirat police ne;tron
was on the jobd, ' v

I s not as active as I used to de, but it ia

a pleasure in these laat yoars to find that I can still
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rendsr servioe, About a year ago Mrs, Phelan of Oklse
hama City wrote me asking my aid in a state services
Mrs. Fhelan, as ydu mey remember, made and presented
the historical quilt to g overnor Marland, She wrote
that she was heading a movement t0 hawve a bronze bust
of Wiley Poat made to be placed in the State Historisal
Build{ng, and the cost would be two thousand five hun-
dred dollers, She agked that 1 obtain half the sum
fram the eastern helf of the state, I expested to ob-
tain this in small contridbutions; so to start I wrote
a personsl letter to Frank Fhillips et Bartlesville,

a frisnd and admirer of Fost, Imsgine my pleesure

and surprise to receive a chsck for th; entire amount.
’
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