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o ¢INTERVIEY SITH REV. GEJRGE LIVERS)

Goorgo Livers yes born in Flint Districs, chqrokoo Netion

o? poor parents sbout April 16, 1871.

"He was the son ot Chulio Livers end HEizs Liv;rs. rs. Livers

" died vhen she wes ninety years of ege.
Goorg;3n-granafathcr éng grendmcther céme from North Carolgpa *
'about 1838 wityggﬁo iqmigrantif : ) T e
. - {EARLY LIFE) '
Goorge'a early life was spent in Lees Creek community. He wes
,raisod 1n poverty. Theroforo, he did ot gat—an—cﬁaeationf-ac~nan______

taught to work £t an early age in order to help meke & living for

the youngor boys sand girls in the femily.

Tho.Livera were g large femily, ccnsisting of about nine children.

it kept 8ll of the. family working to Ksepscmething—to-eat, although

they usuelly reised enough to do them throug.. the winter months.
(PARMING AND EDUCATION) |
‘ They omned s small ferm on Little Lees Creek, near the cld
-Salem dbhoél.‘ Here -on this ferm raised such erops &s beans, punpkin, _
and eorn, adorn being the prineipsl crop of thet part of she country,
Corn eould de uaed ror food several different ways, so 1t was a‘
very importcnt thing with them. George did not receive mmeh of an |
sdusation<~he only completed the second ngd; at Salem. The nqhoola

at that time were very poor in the Cherokes Nsiion. He does mot
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. TemsubePr any of his old teschers st Selem. The build{ng wes of log
gonstruction, no -windows, only ome door thet wes cut next to the roed
80 we had =n open view $o the only roed thet passed through this

cqt_mnuty from the west,

~

R (GaME AND FISH)

Game was plentiful in the Lees Creek cénnﬂt_‘ﬁ“é% this time. Deer,
turkeys, and squirrels end meny other asmell animuls were to be rouna.
#eny times old men Livers went out in the eerly morning: before breakt;ant
[ end killed e young buek. Squirrola( were 8o thick the iatter part of
. August thet as mauir a8 ten has been killed out o one tree. Turkeys

went 1n drovea, numbering from three ¥ Chirty: Turkeys—sre—found yet

4 the hills of Shis community. Desr is also found here,

Fish were plentiful ut ell times in the cld deys. Lees Cresk

was & noted streesm for fishing. Mountain $rout, dlack perch were the

: game fish to be found in Lees Creek, AIl Rinds—of-Suckers were slso
. found smomg these the White Sucker, Red Horse, Suffelo, Shsd, end

_ swall pereh. ' : g

\ (BsRLY TOWNS)

Eveasville, Dutch Mills, Unicntown, and Ven Buren were the
eerly somnswizm the Livers traded.

: Eveansville was their main trading point, alsc their main milling
poias, I8 was about ten miles sway. |

: Tho‘y usuelly went to the mill about twice s month. George being

;h ‘oinct boy in the f;inuy. it was his duty to 4o the milling. Be -

t
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and soae 6f the noigﬁbor's boys would go together, end it took
them all dey to mske the trip. ' '
(FURS AND HIDES)
Plenty of fur was to be found in the Indien Couﬁtry. There
wes not much demend for fur for e long time, The price was very
--gmall, ranging from & nickel Tor an cpossum hide to ebout three
dolisrs for an otter. This snimal heévb;;h roun& in severel pleces
in the Indien country in the ecrly days.
A few have been killed on Lees Creek south of where they lived.
Ven Buren wes the neazrest fur merket. Hides were used to meke shoes
at homa.‘
Sugar wes msde from the juice of pe : vore- -
made from the elder bushes--these were used to catch the juice fhat
ran from the notchad meple g;gé.:~«m .

o Lime was slso mede in this country. :iir. Stepp wes the eerly

day line maker., His kiln was 1IG 5 Mountain

.

When they made lime they piled a huge pile of logs end placa&‘lime
\ roeks with the logs. When burned for aebout 2 dry or so they let the
fire burn out. Then the rocks were moved carefully, often cr&mblinh‘
[ piocéo. This lime was mixed with sa;d aﬁd made 1hto mortar.
Vortar was used in deuding houses. -
‘ (CLOTHING )
They made Sheir own clothing. Sheep wers reised in the Lees

. Cresk ecmmunity, Their father has worked many days for wools -
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The people thet he worked for at thet time were the étarrs who - owned
meny sheep and cattle, Thése people 8lso ovned race horses.
(MEDICINES)

Cherokees did not heve muc: use for a white doctor st that
tixe, Thara were plenty of good doctors smong the Chequaes. The
most famed Cherckee doctor wes Old mean feyne. &£11 the medic;noe
were found in the forestis.

Communiceble diseeses were mot gann~%hen. The only dia;asee .
thet were common were ‘easles, Chills, Colds, ¢nd Consumption. The
(Jost named)
latter wes the w08t dreaded and it killed more people than &ll the

others put togethor. There wss no cure for thet. There were no

white doctors ét that time, only a few et cvensville snd Jutch*“iik87—~
They were aoldom called. only in cases of smergency such &s shot.
Appondicitis wes hardly known then. It is said thet it wss known

in some part. of the Cherokee Nation.

" They calLed appendicitis then Cholera Horbﬁi?‘*T“ta—w&s—%ree%eé———
by ths use of firg. But 1t took en experienced medicine acn o do it.
Cperations wereeunknown. These Cholg;e forbus petients, who were
c#er by the use of this fir; were trested this wey!

The patient was placed cn the floor flat on "Wi§ back and
it was the custom of the Cherokce people then thst the wolen folks
handled the firo. .

He was trested first or his heart. Then the hahds of this
medicine man were placed over the fire. #hile the henis were werm

$hey were placed on the effected perta. They oleimed then the
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. meticine men was & wiiqghgnd was sble to drive awey the pain.
‘ ?& drive tavér aw%y they @ook g8 eup br";éter fresh from the
5;3;3;&;:d'circled ft over the head of the pationt. Than.artor the
fourth circle, he was ellowed Yo drink of this v;ter. ,

This wes repsated several tims;por un$il the reveljlaft.

(CATTLE *mv)‘

éﬁa oarl§ cazftlemen were the Starrg and the Littlejohns. They
444 not drive their cattle éhrough the country to msrket, Buyers
would coﬁe from some other gtetes and btuy them, .
: . © (SECKET SOCIETIES)

The Livers were fir: believers in the KeeaTSo~ﬁah Soclety.

& member,
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