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INTERVIEW 13112

<T

Interview with Mr. Tom Livers,

Route No. 2,
Sailisaw, Oklahoma.

Far up in the most picturesque hills of the eastern

part of Oklahoma, lives Tom Livers, a full blood Cherokee

Indian, . .

ISPt Livers has all the instincts and peculiarities

of a full blood Indian.. He visits und talks with the

they are well known to him. He has

deviated from the life and customs of the Cherokees very

little nnd lives now practically r.s the Cherokeee did a

half century-or more ago. He lives in a little cabin with

a fireplace. Wood is plentiful around him but he keeps

only tf little wood on hand at a time. lie will drag, ustmljl,,

a stump six feet long «nd put this in the fireplace

back log.

Most of his meals are prepared in the firepl/fce. He

loves to fish and hunt. T:e kills all hi* game/with a bow

and arrpw.

Mr. Livers underst-nds the English language fairly well/
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-it^tftry brokenly as do most Full Bl/oods with

only limited educations. His answers to

brief and to the point and he usually stared with a- •

grunt and a sigh.

The Interviewer feels it will add^color to his in-

terview by writing this story in thy same manner "8

given him by Mr» Livers.

His Btory is as follows:-

EhJ Tom Livers born long t£me go. March 27th, 1867.

Born rlint District- Cherokee Nation. Be seventy-one

~in~Marclrr

Hghl Father, Uoth/r born Georgia., Old country. Cole"

with Chief Hoss. ' Yep, John KOSS. j/ather kille.d before- .

I born, right aft^r white man war. Mother die too. Ke

six years old. /IThixe man make 'Jherokees leave Georgia. •

Shi drive 'emAiKQ cows. Come here h'sve nothing. Soldiers

give 'em, S^/hoe, corn, saw. Make «sa log house. Plant'

corn withjaoe. Mother md Tom Livers live in hills, no

go, no/place durin* war. Father conic back f̂ rom war, die,

BOOT/Mother die. I go live with Aunt. Grow up, make me

// /
Sg Mouse, hunt, f ish, plant corn. BhJ.sell hides Ifort
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Smith, get clothes, sugar/ salt, sometimes

/' YeahJ Go school down, the "Ookonlongah" School. Teacher

/Lizzie Taylor. No learn. Shoot through crrfck^blow gun^hit-

te> *her. Me mean kid. I no care for Sn&lish. I talk

Cherokee.. Shi blow gun. Long cane put/in arrow kill birds.

Shoot teacher no arrow, just stick.

Hghl dress.' Wear long shirt, t/e man. "Vomen-whip me,

put clothes on me. I run, hide in- woods, women say know-

nothing. Men dress, red hunt snirta, p«nte, moccasin. A *
/ • *&ake skin cap from co->n skina/.' Hhi moccasin from desr-

/ :

skin, 'sew •em squirrel skin/ Some wear.buck skin around

legs. UghJ Bow make Tem Bois de Arc sometimes hickory.-

Bow airings make fem deisr sinew - sometimes squirre.l skin.

Arrow dogwood, sometimes use spike in arrow. EhJ feather

on arrow. TTse wild Turkey feather. Lots -6ild turkeys'. •„

Fasten feathers ôa arrow with squirrel skin, make 'em

shoot straight.

Doctor, no hnve 'emt Tom Livers sick. Toa Livers

get bark, sooetimes gat roots, make medicine. Tom Livers

take 'eifl̂ get well.

Ehl game long, time go". Turkeys, coons, possums, quail,'
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rabbita, bear sometime, lots deer. Game all gone how, .

sometimes coon, possum, sometime squirrel; Me kill

'squirrel yesterday" with UosJU_-JH?hoot bow good/1 squirrel

way high in tree, almost in hole, I pull back, bing go ',

arrow, down c-ome squirrel. Mako fem soup/ rave skin

make bow string. ' / J
/ /

YeahJ fom Livers marry. vife de^d. I no tell aaroe
• * ' / I /

English., She dead now. ,se© woman/in door over there, /I /she my baby. No, ahe no talk Ivn-glinh. (iirl

saw,she talk English.
t r

Hghl f«rra. I no Got four teen o i l on

ogeejeend

me money. Lnnd by Raroona. Kh,! l i v e in totfn/ u*om/Livers

• •' ' • / • '7/7
no l ike rem. Stay / n woodts, l ike fem bea t / Tom Livers'-" • " ' '11/
give money to. g i r l s n.- grand-girls andy^oys. They got •/

no o i l 'wells. /Tom Livers l ike drinks^/ Tom Livers eat"

and drink.' /UghJ j a i l , one time, #/0rt Smith, Arkansas/,

" • / • ' • ' I ' • •

Judge Parser,say t.hirty days. Go;/Fort Diaith long tir

go get /iruhk. Police say Tom Livers dru.nk, lock To

in j a i l . •

Charlia Rhodes he united states.Marshal, ne/ l ive
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Salliaaw. I go Fort Smithvget whiskey, come back on

tra in . TosbLivers got three quarts in overcoat. Charlie

he search people for drinka. Charlie feel coat, say,

"Tora Livers you got whiskey^" TQia Livers say'No, that

ray baby.* Next day, Charlie say, "Tom Liver3 had arhis-

key, no baby." Charlie say, •'You drink fem, let you go,

you no sel l fem.rt

UghJ ja i l in Territory. No j a i l , ship post. Steal,

whip *em. Too muoh steal , hang fem. yeah'l I see 'em

whipped. John Weave Is steal horse, -sheriff t ie f era to

!, whip hard n hundred times. Ha! Hal No, Tom Livfrs

?et whipped. Tom Livers "no s teal . TomLivjrs-knoir

he get whipped if he did.

Ehl ride bus. Build highway, cars go by all night

over there, bing, bins, they go'. Tom Livers no sleep lots

nights, not? sleep no-hurt me. I see bir; busr one day,.

• Tom Livers ride a l l day,*go s t i l s e i l , Tfihlequah, MuBkogee,

back hurt 'bad, no like fem. Tom Livers t'ot bus come back,

no ride 'em no more.

Girl, Sallisaw ^ot cars sometimes ahe come {<$et me, take

rid*.
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Ught allotment yes, get at̂ ne Kamona. Tom Livera

B6V»r lire on *ea. Lire on wire's allotment here In hills.

Toa Livers get check one time.out mail box. Didn't know
*

was check, bring hone girl say check for oil at Hamona..
*• - *

Tom Lirers glad.


