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Grace Xelley, . ' ‘ \
\

Field Worker, -
May 17, 1937 . \
. "\\
I‘gom.w vith C. X, (ld) Lindley, \\\

& Meacham, Eenryetta, Oklahoma, \
Born March 15, 1880. . \

and ‘gver after. :ur. Henry gct into soms trouble with some

¥exicens and one of them shot him in the hand, leaving it
eripple I think three fingers were shot. They were go-
ing to ki)l him (I don't know why) and father advised him
%o come to \the Creek Retion end prove his rights, He came
and locatec where Hmryotip is now, I guess he must have
been 1onuon or he kept 'rlting to my tathor. trying to

get him to como\up %o him. Yother &idn't went to come but

they grafusally

Arkansas and Texes Trail

In October, 1695, we came to Fort Gibson, ferries the
Arkansas River to luskogee wherse there were four or five ‘

houses went South to Webber hlia, West to Porum, then f

Canadian, Mcglesier. West t0 Ceorge Scales 014 store vhioL
is Allen,

The oldut town in the ;ndinn Territory is Cansdian.
¥hen people were going North \and the rivers would be up,
they wbuld cemp on the benks uptil it went down enough

for them to aross. Some of them stayed end bx}ut houses,’

Qﬁ - N
Hugh Henry and my father wepe friends before my birth
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starting the town.

In October, 1893, we came to Atwood, cloae £o Calvin,
Yather was oloaring the right of way working on the PFort
Smith and Western Rnilrdgd Bridge. That railroad was called
the Choctaw then, \‘ \<\

His teamster, Ohess Atwood, married an Indien girl and
hhat gawe us & hunting right}\ A lot of white men married

\
indian girls. Yother was a Piling Contractor on that

In 1895, I was the Water-boy\for the Scott Brothers

who were the Railroad contractors at Holdenville, We

camped at Rabbit Spring, three miles\South of Holdenville

on the mouth of Little River, It was\namsd for an old
\ .

Indian named Rabbit who had a Stomp Gréund thare. The

\
Scott Brothers had a Commissary store tﬁ?ro at Rabbit
‘\\

\

Spring.' . \
\\

Father freighted from MoAlester to Calvin and Hold-
-3onvillo. The M. D. & T.'s closest shippiné\Point was
Eufaula on the East, but the rivers couldn't \be crossed
when they were up; Purcell and Lexington on tgo West,
where they would have to go wﬁon the streams were up. He

| \

4

\
\
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hed teams which were farter than enttle, but even then' it
'would taka him several days or sometimes as iong as dwo
woeks ts go for matches and groceries. The matches, I be-
lieve, were the m;go inportant,

Lumhse Séttlement.

In 1896 we moved on a2 farm on John Marks' place, 6
miles east of Holdenville, For one month our mail was sent
%0 McAlester in 5§ro of John Yarks. There was a cotton giﬁ.

corn mill and atore.

Holdanville.

-Holdcnvillo was bdbuilt about two years after the raile
road came through; It ias on the allotments of John Jacop
and Charlie Grayson, The first'Poat Master was George
Roderick, John Marks was the first to move his store thersg,
then Goorgo‘nodoriok and J. W. McShan put in the first
Hardware store. .

Calvin was named for Calvin chry who had an Indian -
\wifo. We received our mail in care of him when wS‘uoro

there. The first Post Maater was - Smite. I don't ro;

member his initials.
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MeDermott Ranch.

McDermott married an Indian woman And had the control
of her relatives land which was around his. He didn's own
it all himself. There were six square miles fenced for the
lnd@lo horses but the reat wus open range. In 1900 I leaa-
éd the ranch for three years,

Okemah

J. C. Stones and Cfgwford moved the locDermott store
{rto wxhat is now Qkamah. They were going to establish a
tomm there. The Indien Okemah lived in a sod house. The
west part of Okemah was his or his wife's allotment. The
East part is har brother, Peter McNac's allotment.

Sold my lease of ucpormott Ranch to Dug Sharp. Mo
Dermott .died and his widow married Dug Sharp. I wanted to
soil out but couldn’t ind a buyer.' Dug was & fancy dress-
er, wore thirty dollar bonts and everything else. matched.

I asked him to buy the ranah back but he didn't have the
money. He said hé would like o have it but was broke.
The place needed a lot of work done on it and he was @&
hard worker -and energetic. He said if I could get Pater

MoNao to loan him the money, he would buy it but he kmew

147
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he couldn't get the money himself, Pster, who the booth-

er of Dug's wife, had plenty of meney in the bank, I got

Peter to oome and sisy with me a while and got him iu the

proper friendly mood and told him that I wanted to sell the ,
314 place back to the family but Dug 4idn't have the monsy

and would like to borrow the money from him., MNe said that

would 50 all .right but he woul& have to go to town and "put

his thumb on it", which meant sign a check with his thumd

print, I sold to Dug aﬁd4ho wanthto work fixing the plece

up. later his wife died of old age and he married an In-

dian girl she hed rcised, and she died of T. B. and he has . ’
remarried., He still has the place.-

_Henryetta

I moved to the Central M&n;c samp, which was of tents
and larger than Henryctta, and put in a ;tora. Sandy
Patterson’s father ran the first mine out there for the
Central Coal éna Coke Co. where the Henryetta Incinerating
. plant ic. ~ ' m““*“"““*““*““*-~—*-*__~_h~*~;_

Father had the sontract for the K. 0. G» for slearing '
the right of way between Dewar and Henryetta a$d gatting

piling timber from the oreeks and around Henryetta,
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Xenefick and Hoffman ware contrsctors; BHoffman weas
nsmed for the latter,

Thers were thirty or forty men working for one cone
trector, Some with plows, some on slips and others cleare
ing the trees and brush, Thirty~five cents was paid for
a yerd of &irt, seventy-five for mdxoa dirt end rock, and
e dollar end s half for solid rock whish would have to be
blesteds I% would seke six months to get through e moune

t2in,

Spring Hill or Pharosh,
I owned s stors in Henryetse from 1904 ung&}‘ntato-
hood. Im 1909 I build the firat store in PharA9h and -
later sold out. Phenaah s en oil town, There was @

Subsgription scuocol on %op of the bluff north of Brysnt

"‘“h;;;;;;—;;;33566[7‘5n0—4911:1;gﬁ§39d. After statehood
ﬁ\\

—_

bonds were voted end the County helped to pay the exe X
penses of the school, olﬁ man Hil) was' the Justice of

Peece, 2nd he and Joha Likoshi and I were on the $chool

Board &n ed naming the town efter the Justice

_'of the Peace, 50" you might say that I nimed Spring ———



—— —hunt $o . hdm.,

15€

Perry, W. P. Pound was either & Light-horseman or under
Orant Coven gnd I can't remeumber which, He was ~oing with
Calvin Perry's dsughter :nd I knew him well, (W. P. Pound

AW
was ny deddy, Crsce Xelley).

Okmlgee 1900, |
The firat ¢ime I was at kamigoe, 1t was the Cep
Severs Renoch, There was a rafl or vhaf we called & Stékc
and Rider fence vhers the Council House is now. There wesn't

8 Council Houase there &t that time, It wes West Cf Okmlgee.

Hog Bunting in the Chodtaw Nation.

It the white people were ceugh: hunting without having
en Indisn with them ¢ wax.s just too bad., The Whites were
called Intruders becsuse the country had been giv;n to the
Indians "as long as Vwatcr ,non\d and grass grew", OChess

Atwood married an Indian girl end thet gave the right to

The hogs were wild and thick but they belonged to the ‘
Indians beceuss the country bslonged to them., We had

hounds oailod Heolers and welwould go hog hunting like volt

——  husting } thet {s severzl men on horsebacks with a lot of ‘

"heslers”.
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They would chase the hogs up in a canyon and bay ‘hem %o

' hol@ them. We would pick them offwith our guns, beinz
carorﬁl to make svery shot get a’%og. for ammunition was
scarce. When they were killed, we would pass a strony
stick through their teoth and tie a rop to both ends, get
on our horse and &rag the hog out of ;¥w canyon and mapve
around a mountain ¢¢ & wagon ang place where they would
cleunod. (Now, & hog is drgiﬁgy his hénd legs; but by his
head then). Then ‘they were hauled to Kiowa whorg thoro was
e Railrond.and sent to ;ho packing houses in Kansas City.
That was one nay we had of making monsy.

) i
i

\ MBkusukey Mission. -

This Mission was six miles west of Holdenville in tq.

allotment of Frank Jacod
Gov. John Brown. They mnrrigd sisters. John Brown was
the Qovernof of the Seminoles. O. Li Long was his bdook=

kesper. Thers was a mission every hundred milol’ror

N

Endinnn_only.

-

The First Check I wver Saw

Mace Hur?ington and I made hay on Gov. Brown's place

and he had his Secretary write me a check to p&y for is.
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It was written on tle Tecumseh bend end I d16%'t know whet '
to & witﬁ 1t until they told me to go to'whwgka to the
bank and exchenge it for mono;.

| Gin and M1 at Allen.

\

The first Gin end i1l were owne. by F. L, Béll and Bud
Donnegen.

| Indten Py Ley .

Everybody kmew vhen the Indians got their pay &nd crooke
ed whites would camp nroﬁnd VWewoka and wail for them %o ges
their money so that shey could cheat them out of it. Some
of the Seminocles didn'{ know the velus of meney and would
give sither bill the truder wented to get & dertain horse
wasnt

thet took the Indisn's fancy. alne dollsr bill.worth eny

mors then a tweaty dollar bill tc him.



