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Jasper II. Mead
Investigator
November 24, 1937

Interview v/ith .1. A. Leyerle
1271 3outh loth street

Chickashe, iklahoias

I was born in Chicago, I l l inois , October 1" , 1874,*

sixty-three ;e,:rs ago, tnd c«-iae tc the -ndien Territory

in 1897. The f i rs t ploce I landed was Vinita, which

"wis tEen g~Tery-fiB&3,l pi- ce.,—I.'ost n£-Jthe -buildi^js

were wooden v/ith the exception of three or four smtll

one story brick buildings.

Vinita <.t this time dian' t hcve any pavements,

nothing but pltnk side..olks which were about four feet

e^9i_kiiBxe_Jthe_ walk would pass in front of the

stores.

The Missouri, Kansas m.A .'.exvs Railroad ran

through Vinita. I do not remember the d^te i t w. s

.t/̂ QAigh there but i t w\.s there v/hex I ltnded

The country .̂round Vinit-j i s v i t t ' I would-c<. 11

flat preirie 1- nd; there XH.S- lots of rs-nch l;.nd tnd lots

of cettle und what farming that ,-ma dons around there

was called hc-y ?/ork. I t was u very good huy country.
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The main weter supply c-.me iron au;~ ..ellt. -3d

springs; these uu£ wells v.ere t-.trt. uec\ oi.a ômo of

them rtere eighty i'eet aeep. -Tie wt-ter- ..as extrc good

>. nd the spring water couian't be beaten anywhere. "

There \^ s plenty of ^ild f;...e ^rcuria '/ini±a such.

as tviia turkey, aeer -;.a ^r,-irie chickens. I never dia

see any bui'f- lo orouna tuere; the people who had been

there longer then I had at. id tht:t the bul'i'clc .;ere

located in the westerj: pert of the state c.nd in Texc-s.

The kina of "laws" we had around there v:ere the

United States Bi£rshals_.£ur-ai84ied tr tne~TFnTTe3"Sti"tes

Government. e also had a tov/n nic.rshol who w .̂s p&id

by the people of the town. I used to know both of them

well but I have forgotten their nunes.

rcoiaea school building ^nd two1 te&cir. rs/i

The school te-j/m then lasted for six months; the teachers

then were peifl by the people, and .-enerall} sta3red a t / the

house of one let the pupils. /

I have lived in Chick a she. i . r fourteen yeers; I

have railroaded quite L bi t of my li'fe, but for the

las t few yetirs 1 have been a hor t icu l tur i s t .


