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Field Workerts name John F¥. Dougherty
This report made on (date) March 3, . 193 8
1. Name Mrs. Frances Hampton
2. Post Offjce Address - Sulphur, Oklahoma.
"{ . ‘34
3. Residcnce address (or locatiof) Route #3,
4 DATE OF BIRTH: Month June Day 21  Year 1870
5¢ Place of birth Near Rugo.in the Choctaw Nation.
6. Name of Father Anthony Bohanon Place of birth Indian Territory
Other informat ion about father Parmer-Stoskman.
7. Name of Mother Lizzie Robhertson Pldce of birth Indian Territor
ther information about mbt'her ‘ -

!

Notes or complete narrative by the ield worker dealing with the life and
story of the person interviewed. Rofer to Manual for sugiested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary-and attach firmly to
this forme Number of shecets attached , .
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An Interview With Mrs. Frances Hempton, Sulphur
By ~ John ¥. Dougherty; Inveatigator.
March 1, 1938,

My parents were Anthony Bdhaﬁnon and Liszzie Robert-
son, bosh born 1n‘§po Choosaw Nation, Indian Territory.
There were three children in our femily. Father was a
farmer and stockman. I was born near Hugo in the Choctaw
Nation, June 21, 1@70. I attond’d ths Chostaw girls school
"at Goodland.

Mother cooked on the fireplace in Yhe Winter and out
of doors oh a campfire in the Summarf”

We had a wooden tud which we Yook to the creek to .
wash in. Mothsr washed with a woo?cn paddle, laying the
clothes on an old stump to beat them. This removed the
a1rt. W 414n's boil them. We washed in cold oresk water
and homs-made lye soap. The clothes were hnuig on bushes %o
ary.

!hthof had a home-made wagon which was pulled by a
yoke of oxsn. The wheels of this wagon were made of a
tres trunk. A hole was bored through the center and a
wooden axie was used. The wheels were about six iuches wide.

The old wagon moaned and groaned as we role along. PFather
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mmlgd our supplies from Denison, Texas, in this old wagon.

@out once a month the nciahbora mt and appointed a

4.{.0

man to go to market for the entire ncigh‘oorhood. Laser

father got a tsam of horses. The horn collars 'on made

N
»’\Sa

_ of shucks ocovered with oanvas duck. Father mage ia own

lines out of raw hide. FEe duried the hide in nhu and |

water until the hair alipped. Then ho slipped the hair by

soraping with & knife. It was then. ;‘x-xt back in ashes for

a few days. Then {{ was soaked in php water which had besen
bon;d over oak 'bark. The hide was now out into &oamd
strips and thess were atretuhed bo}w’oon tress and worked
with the hands until 4ary and soft.

Father drove his cattle to the cane brakes in the
Arkangsas River bottoms for the winser. ‘I can see hin yet
as he got upon a stump in the woolds and bagan oalling his
catile. They came wandering in fr{- svery direction. He
drove them into a lot, cus out the vnes he wanted to keep
at home $o milk and drove $he otheks €Wy, They would come
out of thess brakes in the gpriag B splendid condifion.

Mother made our olcothes, We p;ickcd the aseld from the
cotton by hand. She spun the thread, dyed 1% with bt @
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arc and copperas and wove the uioth. She then made our
clothes by hand.. . . ’ ) 2
* ofdPday we saw an old buffalo coming home with our
ooin.' He stayed with them for about a year and diaa;pomd
as suddenly as he had coms. He became as gentle as our ,I
*f&&ﬁ&m ;‘\1_@@ ’ ' :
Brother and I had & blow gun to kill birds. It was
. ndo of a plece of cane about Swo feet long. The peth was
bl.m out loaving 1t hollow. A piece.of tin was tied on
the end of & broomnod. ‘mia was placed inside the cane
and we blew it out at the birds. When it struck a bird.is
always killed it. This was a favori'to pastime among Indian.
children. Wild pigsons and parrots were numerous. The
parrots were very destructive to our wild fruit. They even
ate cockleburrs. I have seen them pick up i gockleburr weed,
f1y to the top of a tree with 1%, pull the cogkleburrs off,
and dig she kernel ocut. This was the part of the cockle-
burr they ate.
The Indians buried their desd in hewed tinbor cortins
ﬁft the Tolicwing manner; A grave was dug, walnut or cypress

tress u:y cut dowm and £las boards two inches or more thick,
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'oio hewed. One was placed in the bottom of the grave,
one at each end and another fixed to cover the box. The
body of the dead Indian was wrapped in a sheet and lowor;d
into thic hetod‘box. All of his belongings were put in
with hin. The Indians 4idn't want any of a dead relative's
possessions. kept. His ﬁonoy was buried also. The hewed /
board was put on top and dirt was filled in over this. It
;;l tramped in b} one of the grave diggers. A y;a; after
-this when his birthday ooccurred, they held a men;oriai ser-
vice at hia grave.- -
| After deor became scarse, the Indians would find their
tiicks*, climb a treQ near and wait for their prey. Whoﬁ
deer came onto the lio§ and began licking for salt, thay were
shot. '
1 married Isesac Hampton, a Choctaw and we have three

children,
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