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Indian-Pinneer liistory Prnjert for Oklahoma
Field Worker's name ¥rs. Nora Lorrin, El Remo, Okla.
This report made on (date) juguat 14th, 1957,
1. Name ___ r, Jake lggke e
!
2.  Post Office Address El Reno, Oklshama, i
3. Residence address (or location) 900 Jest Haves.
4 DATZ OF DIRTH: Yonth aypust  Day _27th  Vear 168
~
5. Place of birth Nesr Maquoksta, Jowa.
6. hame of Father gpngrles Leske - Place of birthipresden, Saxony, Germany.
Other inforiyation about father Died Kov. 30, 1907,
7.

NMame of >ther anna (King) leske Place of birth Luxemborg, Germany.

Other information at it mother _ pied in 1880.

—— -

Fétes or complete narvetive ty the field worker dealing with the -
life and story of.the person interviewved. Refer to ifmiual for
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets

attached & K
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Am interview with
Jake Leske, El Reno, Okla.

Mr. Jake Leske left Iowa and went to Texas in 1891
andwher he heard of the seccnd opening of the Cheyenne and
Arapgho country came up to Oklahoma. His sister, Mrs.
Semonds,had a groeery store‘in El Reno and he clerked in

it for s few years. -

-

-
The Indians used to ccme into the stores in groups,.

probably from four to & dozen ani would buy a very small
quantity of a lot of different things. They would make
a dollar go as far as it would go.

Jake i.eake obtained a relinquishment on a home-
atead about ten miles west of Kl Reno.in 1896.

He used to trade with the Indians after he went
to the farm tha‘t s {f they had any tools, ' axes or anything

/ —

that he ne°ded he would trade with them, The mdiana were

galways fair and honeet in their dealings. Mr, Leske
always comsidered the Indians good neighbors; if you lost
any'stock or anything they were always willing to help
you locdte 1t, and would help all they could.
The piéoe he got was fira} taken by another man

and ir. Leske bought the relinquishment.

. b .
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One day he was out in the yard and an Indian
arrived ;nﬂ aam; into the yard, Btood around and looked
him over. He had a brace and bit in his hand, Mr. Leske
understood that he was not the man the indian had expected
to see, It defaigéed that he had borrowed the brace and
bit from the man Mr. Leske had bought the place from, gqg%"
had had the brace and bit‘for two or three years. The man
he had borrowed it from hsd sold out ani gone. The Indian
thought it wgs about time to bring the brace and bit home,
He thought awhile and thea said "You sse him?" Qr. Laske
sald "Maby"? The Indien seid "I lesve it” end he 4id.
He wouldnot take it back. The Indians in the early days
hed a certain way Of'kDOIing M¥r. Jake Leske. He owned
a mule thet was in a barn when it burned doén. The
mule got its ears burned off. Tha.Indians all over the
country knew that mule. If he met an Iﬁdian and wanted .
lo have some dealings #ith him and he did not knqw who- - -
¥r. Leske was he would say "I'm the man who owns the
short esred mule™ and they would know right away who
he was and where he lived. There were lois of Indians
riding the countiry, dbut nb child, girls or :omen were
ever molested by them; Mr. Leske never knew of the

Ind{ans bdothering anybod&.
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The white-settlers were allowed to get the .dead
wood across on the south side of the South Canadian River.
They would get up at four o'clock in the morning an¢.
have to hﬁstle to g;t back home befors nine o'clock at
night. They were always worried when they were agross th;\
river and never stopped 2o feed the horses or eat dinner
on the south side of the river on account of the dangerous
ﬁuick sand; they never knew when the river would take a
notion to rise and fhsré were no bridges. “hen the river -
started to rise the quick sand would look roily and ao?t
" and it was dangerous.
They fed their horses and ate their diansrs on
this side and nearly always in the same place. The wild
turkeys would come up with their young ones some nearly

half grown and feed where thay had fed the horses. There

_were lots of wild turkeys. They did not dare to kill

these turkeys though because they did not dare to car-y
guns when they went after wood across the river. There
vere Indian deputies who watched that.

There were deer ana antslope over ;n the south
side of the Canadian River and there was a law against

killing deer and antelope, If they had carried a
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gun those Indien @eputies might hQQe arr;eted them and 1if
they had been errested thsy sould have been taken to Anadarko
so they carried no guns. ‘

‘ They would often bs driviné past a nateh of brush
'and an antelope would jump out and run away. /

All of the wood haulers were pretty cloeely watched
and were not allowed to cut any green wood at all.. The men
who lived along the river “sometimes would slip acrosa and
cut down the cedar tress, cut them into posts and bring
them to El Reno and sell them. It made it hard or the -
farmers who wanted just the desd wood %o burn for fuel.

In the early days, w£en thrashing time came, the
neighbors- always exchenged work and genmerally had to
market ali the sheat they cu¥ t0 ;ay expenses as wheat
®%as only bringing 60¢ & bushel and there was not enouéh
money %o put up & bin. A few years later they built
granartes and could then hold fheir wheal for a better
prica. |

They would get into the field early and make a
slick tlean job or’it. A days work would be from early
enough to see well until at least nine o'clock at night
and if it looked like rain thay would wofk until 11 or 12

o'clock at night trying 1o save each other’s grain., These
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Qarly settlers worked hard, were honest with each other
and were happy.
The Leaies had a good 6rchard haéing fruit from

June up till late in the fall. Peacﬁés, cherriaé, plums,
nectarines and pears and the place was covered with wild
frgit; there were wild plums, wi;d gooseberries, grapes,
currants and slderberries. Lots of the neighbors who
had no fruit came to their orchard and got it. Mr. Leske
would just let these neighbors drive in and g=t wshat they
wanted. There was no market for fruit ani the Leskes
could not possibly use all the fruit they had. ur.
Leske kept his orchard clean of weeds and it always
bore well.

Every fall M?. ned ¥rs. Leske would butcher and
put up enough meat to last them until butchering time
came around again. They cured their meat in the old home
'way by smoking it. ' .

They built their smoke house by digging down about
four feet in a bank und then laid sod up about four feet
and then roofed it over. It made a dandy smoke house.

They always raised and kept their own potatoes, buying

only their sesd potatoes. Mr. Leske says that if potatoes

60
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are ahg at the right time, and taken care of prop-
or{;, they will keep in this country as well as in
any place.’ i ‘

All the o©ld timers were good neighbors and
as they had no phones it was nothing unususl to
get up in the middle of the night and go for a
doctor for some sick neighbor,

Mr. Lesks hés a violin that is a hundred
and fifty years old and he played e couple of tunes
on it for me. The violin has a very sweet tone,
¥r. Leske made a crochet hook out of a deer bone
for his wife and she has it still.

Rube Hickox was the poatmasier in E1 Reno when

Mr, Leske first came hers,

261



