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Etta D. Mason, Interviewexr
g-35~37

Interview with Charles Stevart Iewis,r
Tushka, Oklahom. ’

-

The period following the Civil War in the Indian

!

. Territory found the people to some extenty prbspérous.

There were no slaves and the people hed to depend on their

osn labor end resources; therefons, the ranges wers re-
z: o * )

stocked with cattle, sheep'and hogs. TPne fields were pleanted

»

with grain and ferming began télﬁe‘quritablg.‘ )
White settlers came in increasing numbers, some as
teﬁants, some as mixed-blood citizens and with the cbming
of the wﬁites, cotton began %o be one of %he:ieading Crops.
Also all the religious denominations reéumed their |
work; churches and missions were eétablished ;nd with the
establishment of religious activities, the establishment
of schools and seminaries followed. |
In 1883, the Gour& Jurisdiction was divideé between
Fort Smith, Arkansasj; #iichita, Kansas; and Paris, Texas.
Many of the outlaws were going under assumed names
Bnd many of them were exeéuted without ever making them-

v

selves known.
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The newspapers of that time carried colymns of ad-

vertising from ranchmen.who used this mé?hpa’to msake known
their respective brands. )th news reflected the life of the
period. The editorialsaéére frank and outspoken dénouncing
pogijtics and practices in the conduct of tribal affairs
yhich did not meet the approval of the editors.
‘Editors were not usﬁally friendly to an opponent‘®s

péper. At times tlese editors became very sarcastic towards

:
eacﬁ other in their Edi%orials. \Many arguments were carried
on tkrough the paperj under assumed némes. I remember two
of ihese names, "Sleeping Rabbit™ and "foodpecker". These'
argume?ts wefe very bené?icial, causing the readers to

think as well as giving ithem entertainment.

in the schools théf§ was always a round of enter-

13
¢ :o‘

tainment. During the wiifer tiere were scLool exhibitions,

theatricals, and parties. fDuring the summer tliere werse
picniés, camping-out partiszs, LOnting and fishing. These

entertainments brought ,thé/ Indiens of the different tribes
end the white settlers together on friendly terms and made
the relations between all the Indians and &ll the whites

e

mord endurable.
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But in spite of the churches and missions, there was,
much outlawry in the Indiam Territory at that time. The
illicit whisky peddler Was.thé principal cause of the law-
lessness and then,too, renegedes, outlaws and fugitives

f;og justice from other states regarded the Indian Territory




