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Zaidee B. Bland, Interviewer.
September 16, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. Emma Virginia Hofman.
Boute a, Headrick. Born January 21, 1861
Father-James B. Rutherford.
Mother-Blanch Ann Slentz.

I was born in Wisconsin but at the age of two years
i

dad:.migrated to- -

near adventure was breath to my nostri ls ,

I married early in l i f e and the great ambition of my

heart' was to own land. Mr. Hofman was a good worker and

-could do-a-gpsttfc-Bttuiy- things well, Jje carpentered and -

sheared sheep a* well a s farmed. We purchased a large

wagon, put good bows and a sheet on i t , loaded i t with

the necessary camp equipment and Mr. Hofman*s carpenter

tools; his shears f»&( *0$*&$* for sheep shearing, then

bought a light hack, and a couple of small ponies for me

to drive. Mr. Hofman drove large mules to the wagon, and

any place we might camp became home.

I knew William Jennings Bryan personally, Mr. Hofman

having worked for him on more than one occasion.

We wandered south, usually renting a place and making

a small crop while Mr. Hofman worked around and near where
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we were camped. Always' I had my mind on Texas and free

land for homesteading. We worked our way through Colorado

shearing sheep, then through New Mexico and into Greer

County, T e x a s .

As we crossed the Red River a man stopped us , and

wanted to rent us land* He had a good dug-out on the

place and made an a t t r a c t i v e p ropos i t ion . Mr. Hofman

said to me, "Get out or the hacjc and come and l e t ' s see

the place he wants us to l i v e i n % 1 sa id , "No, I am not

ge t t i ng out of t h i s hack u n t i l we come to a spot t h a t we

can f i l e on, and we w i l l d ig our own hole and l i v e in the \

ground; but I w i l l ndt l i v e in any one e l s e ' s ' h o l e ?

The r i v e r was up and one of the men standing near

sa id , n I ' l l dr ive the hack a c r o s s , and grou may r i d e in

the wagon with your husband? He reached for my l i n e s and

I said,, "No, I have driven these horses from Nebraska and

they know me and w i l l p u l l me through, you may go in the

wagon? They drove in and stuck in the quicksand. I got
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t i r e d of wait ing a-ad drove around them and cane on across

and wandered on n o r t h . I came to t h i s very spot and made

camp. Mr. Hofman cam© on hunting me and we stayed the re

amd dxig our ho l e . I would not s leep in the ground though ,

so I put up a bed Hown.":£he're"^andr t raded w&- -bake oven-
cook-

a th ree legged wood/stove and cooked and a t e in the ho l e ,

but would nevar "sleep in the ground\ I had a two burner

gasol ine stove t ha t I had used a lo t \ in our wanderings,

but could no?~get gas&liae—in-^fae—we-atyso—neve^^sould —

use i t a f t e r coming t t r t h e r e . \

They were j u s t beginning to bui ld Navajb and Mr.

\ \
Hofman took h i s t o o l s and wa#>n ove\r and wenty to work

\
a t once. A l l lumber had to be hauled from Vernon and

he helped bui ld houses and haul&d, or f re ighted from

" \Vernon. *
\

I stayed am the claim with my two l i t t l e gir^s and

\ ' \ % '
l e t him go and work. I think he has helped build
houses in every town in t h i s southwest. \He irould ti»ual-

\ \
ly stay home in the spring long enough to\ help plant a

\
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l i t t l e crop, and then go away to the work he loved.

The gifrls and SL stayed here a lone night a f t e r night

while we were proving up. I have never had a mortgage
\

the land and W . Hofman bui l t a room, for me to

sleep in long b^rp^Tw^r=pTo^ed-up^n-J^_JLand^ -0ur-\

hole in the ground never had a door. I hung a rag

carpet over the door to keep out wind and dust .

The coyotes wer^ so thick they would come right

up to the haWnESH^^^NA-ajsQundi and the children were

afraid to go to school for they would hardly get out

of the i r way. The children would sometimes throw the

coyotes food crumbs from the i r lunch, baskets l ike you

would a dog.

One followed one of the g i r l s nearly fco the house

one afternoon and her father got h is gun and went out

and shot i t . We tanned the hide and made a rug to put

by her bed. I could go out and k i l l an antelope if we

needed meat. There were abundant rabbits whose neat

was as white as chicken, and or which we were very fond*
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We could twis t one of them out of a hole in the ground ,

where^they wouii burrow,anytime and s ince they were

very destructive to fruit trees and gardens we often

hunted them when we did not really need them for food.

We had a bird dog named Jim. Bverytbingthat we would

«~^B4-<K^ to Jim. If

Jim ate., i t we would;}>t he wouldn't, we wouldn't. He

would eat anything I ever prepared to eat except possum.

I caught a possom in the hen coop, and drtsstd him* I
M

water and the next morning

roasted him so nice and brown with sweet potatoes in

the pan. It surely did look good to eat so I fixed Jim

a plate of the possum, but Jiii would not eat i t , so

neither did we. I never triedA cooking another possum.

' We always slept under the iifagon if i t was pleasant

weather. One night the biggest doon I ever saw came

nosing around. We got clubs and everything after him,

and I finally got a shot at him. and killec
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pelt made a pretty neck piece af te r we tanned i t . I

was here a l l alone one afternoon when a badger cams

galloping up to help himself to* a fowl. I h i t him.

at the base of the head with a club, and laid him

out. ' When the folks- gpt horns I had his hide already

stretched on a board to dry, as a badger makes «L

pretty back for a chair .

One morning we" were'*sitting at the table rather

la te when we heard hounds. We a l l came up to see

what i t was a l l about. I t looked l ike a bunch of boys

and dogs with a coyote cornered. Mr. Hofraan said, ""I ' l l

get-my gun and go help.1*" I t turned out to "be a bear. Mr.

Hofman s&>t i t and a l l the neighbors had bear meat to

eat, for. i t was rare that a bear was seen in t h i s country.

One of the men made a rug from the p e l t .
i

Food.

We always had a. lot to eat for we planted an orchard,

early. All vegetables'grew well for n», and I canned and
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dried a l l we ever needed and always had some to spare.

Potatoes were always kept from one season to the next

in the kiln in the ground as was cabbage, col lards ,

turnips and other roots thai; vere good to ijaTTT̂  we always

cured our own meat and rendered our own lard and made

a l l the soap we would need the whole year, in April .

My g i r l s both went to school at Navajo and we have

several medals for elocution and good spell ing and writing.

lihe Indian t r a i l went right by our door and I have

'often fed the Indians but never learned/'to t a l k to them,

and was never afraid of them.

Since the Indians are not here to eat the te r rapins

..they are more than a nuisance. I have not been able to

have a canto loupe in several yvtrs for they eat them off

the vine as soon as they come on. They are very destruc-

tive to a garden by eating peas, cucumbers, tomatoes,

beans, and in fact most everything. • Mr. Hofman used to

go out every morning early with a tar- sack and gather
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them up end br ing them to the house and dump them in to

the cement tank where the horses drank, and drown them

for t h a t i s about the only way you can get r i d of them.

One dsyi wa-caught^ jona-aal^aut—aa—^sfia-Qn—his~baek-&nd

put him in the buggy and took him two or t h r e e mi les

nest on our Way to town t o see i f he would come back

home. In two days we found him in the garden aga in .

I f e e l as i f I did more to prove up on our land

than Mr. Hofman d id , for I have l i ved r i gh t here a l l ,

these y e a r s . I want t o be home every n igh t , and I have

always taught my g i r l s they could have",their f r i ends and

chums and v i s i t in the day time but home they must be a t

n igh t . I have neve,r been af ra id to be alone and am not

now; but l i k e to have some of my grandchildren s tay with

V
me now that Mr. Hofman is dead. I shall never leave

this place, for it is mine.


