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Lillian M. Cassaway

This ,re:;Jort _madé on, (date) June 12, . T lo9my -
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1. Neme _1Ts,. M."Leongard

Tost Oifide Address ~'anadarko, Oklahoma,

3 Residence addréﬁss (or ‘location) 603 East Broadway. }
:, DATT OF BIKTH: lionth\ :September Day _ 16 Yea® 1875
3, Place 'of birth vijo\tgomery, ‘Alabama, )
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5. Mame of Father B A« Rea.\' - - _Place of birth _Alabama.
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7. Nezxe of kother Ingram s Flace of birth /1
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¥otec or complete narrative by the field woTker dealing with the Tife—and-
story of the person interviewed. Refer to hanual for suggested Sudbjests
and guestions, Contirue on blank sheets if necessary and atisca firmly to
this farme Number of sheets attached ‘ ' .
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1é111an Gassaway,
Field Worker.
An Interview Witk
Mrs. Morris Lesonard by

Lillian Gassaway,
Field Worker.
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Murs. leonard has been here ever since the Qpening
of the country. There was no Methodist Episcopal Church
hefo before that time.

FATHER: B« A. McRea, Born, Alabama.
. MOTHER: Ingram McRea. Born, alabaua.

August 3, 1901, a dray from El Reno, 0. T., unloaded
in snadarko "Rag Towm", & tent tsbernacle. This tent taber-
pacle was ia charge of Rev. Keller of Guthrie O, T., Who
was assiated }:y Rerv ﬁ. L. Murry of Irwin, Illinois, two
tent men and many cit‘izena of "Rag Town" in raising the
_tent, which wals finished by midnight. This, the Pirst
Methodisi/éigggil with lumber for seats, two goods boxes
for a pulpit and gasolina torches for lighte was ready
for church aerrl ces., On August 4th & song service and
an announcement on the public streets of "Rag Town" brought
pecple together; and a Sunday School was organized tem~
porarily, with D. W. Kellor, Superintendent Vi. Je Davia,
Secretary; and Mr, J. B. Case, Isaac idamsom, Mattle
Middup and Mrs. Southwick, tea;chere. ‘After Sunday School
Rev, Xelly preached, and immediately following a class
meeting was organized. A union meeting was held that
night and an address was delivered by Rev. Murry. On

Monday night, August 4, a mass temperance meeting was

g
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. ¢called and an Anti-Saloon League was organized, and
the following offers were elected: Rev. Bﬁttertield,
Methodi 8% Ep£acopal Chuych South, President; Rev. C. é "
- E. Dunnu, Cc;ngragational ghurch. Secré"tary; and Mrs. \;
) ! -

J. J. Methvin (Insti tute), Treasurer. On the second
Sunday, August 11, the Methodist bugle was soupded

<

for an enrollment preparatory to perfecting an organ- ‘- v
ization and the apostolic m\z:fﬁber twelve composed of
two women and ten men., Mattie Middup, Jennie Reid,
%, B. Cole, Clyde King, J. C. Bell, I3 N. Bradfield,
G. We Lanberson, V. T, Staplas, Robert Weir, W. R.
Dutton, He J. Cowgill, and George Hiller, were the
first ¢o assume the resposibility of building their
churt;h in Anadarko. |

During the government sale of lots ;. Wo Davis
and I. N. Bradfield bought lots eight anid nine in
block sixty-one fo} $260.00, but they were later sold
and four lots at the corner of Tixth and South Boundary
were bought for $500.00 where was built a $2500.00
frame church atructire, which was occupied and used
until August, 1917,

Again on Augusty8, 1901, a call was made for other
fchartor members end twenty-one more united with the

twelve of August 1ith. Of the twenty-one new members

eleven were women and ten men. On August 28, the
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pastor called a meeting and five trustees were elected., '

We Re Dutton, President; J. C. Bell, Secretary; V. H.

Cole, Treasurer; W., E. Smith and I. N. Bradfield, to

whom were scon added E. D. Williams and Dr. E. B, Mitchell,

making the deaconiac number, seven for serving the church.

The Sunday S8chool organized in "Rag Town" outlived thg
canvas dwelling with George Smith, Cuperintendent; Mise
Mary Pallady, Secretary, Miss Jenmnie Reid,” Treasurer,
C. H. Musett, Librarian, with the same teachers hers
nemed. At the first hour of Sunday School in "Rsg Town"
thirty-five were present, 0On August 17, the church
board met with Rev, John F. Palmer in official session
and selected Plan No, 243 of 190l catalogue of their
¢hurch Extension society, and the boaru of trustees w:s
made a building committee and a frame church wes built.
Subscriptions tc the church building rundpame from many

sources. The first service in the new frame church was
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held November 17, this being the first quarterly conference

and sacramental service of the church with Rev, Palmer

presiding.



