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Interview wi th Dave Lewnis, ‘
Henryetta Oklahoma.

"Grandma, " as this old women was known, was

.,_‘_nnly.oge\gt the 014 Indian women from the old country

it

\\

end was smong the number-who-ceme_through days of

sorrov and tears, beginning almost with the tix'\s;t T ——

“.—‘\\

steps taken from their homes and leading them to the

erudely built stockades where other Indiens were

j;ept, m;tu the real journey was taken up when the ' -
2241 Bk atnliin

B e

time came. I have heard old“m?e‘tta\\mab tell

e
= ——

some. of " .Crandma’'s” stories. "Gremdma" en joyed tell- —

ing them after she had made her home in the new coun-

~try, but she wes never without the thir;gs that had

vecome dear to her hears.in the old country, éhe seid.

Thet was why it was the oustom for "Grendma™

meke her life no differeat from that -she had always
~ /

" 1ived before her move and she tried to make her new

home and 1ife just es she had lived back in the old
.country. She could not forget her early lile and. ihe

everyday tasks always brought memories of the 0ld home.
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Each nngniné, "Grandma®, before doing enything else,
wouid 80 to‘the corn érib and get.en apronful of coén, re-
turn to the house and sit on the porch of her house and shell
the corn to feed her flock of chickens. She never fuiled to
do igié and while the chickens would crowd arcund her feet,
'wéifing for the first handful.of corn t§ be tarown to thenm,
"Gra.n-dma" sould talk and murmur to them as though they were
children and wculd fuss around as if in answer t0 her questions
of how they spent the night, if they slept well, if they had
been cold and she called them sach by neme. Each of the chicke
ens waé known to ;Grandma" and the feeding would not start or
be complete unlesseach one was agccounted f:r. "Grandme" always
told that this daily duty vhich was never neglected brought
mamories of her old home, as tbat was the way she had done and
the way’nhe had lived; and she could never change her way,
even after she had o;;;uto a new country.. The memory ‘of those
chickens with .,;}mt old home 1ifs rezg&ined with her and always
brought teafa_tﬁ her eyes aqnshe told of it and that she could

never forget it.
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I have in my possessicn & pot of about e quert capacity
and although like any regular pld pot, it is small and has the
usual throe émall.legs. It is one object that was used and :
owmed by older Indians prior to thé Civil Wer, although I o
not ino' its origin as to wﬁetﬁer it was brought from Aladame
or not. Jennetta Jacobs has related the aéory of the service
it gave to oneglndian man, wnose name is unknown, in the Civil
. far time.. The Indien wife fixea up 2 bundle for the man

. . . .
when he was going to enlist, with prqvisioga consisting of
\curad beef,dried in the sun which would keep for months at a
time, corn pcunded real fine for making bread, corn pounded
fnto different aizes to be cooked in different ways. All
these things, incéluding the little pot were tied up into a
.bundle. \ J

‘ Yhen the man returned afyer the war, he 2ame alking '
home with the littlé-pot under his erm. lie was worn out from
‘lo;;-;f sleep and*ratigu. but he was putting on in thg.sama
spirit as when he had left his home., He told that he/ had aeen
the reai life of a man but that the pq£ and provisions given

to him had done him a third of the service in the war, stating

Y

.:t o
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fiat 42 that heda’t been dene he weuld prebebly never /Tefurned.

He told of how he hd.bm foroed at times to sk his mesls

with the wse of the little pot and tho' provisions, The pounded

corn would de deughed in it and shaped flat te be cooked on tie

eals, mkhg bread for him and sometimes cthers. There is a

sméll plese that has besn chipped off at the rim of the small

pet and he teld of how that pot had saved his life by being the

target of a shell intended for him. Se¢ meny of the In&ian men

¥ho enlisted fn the army did not leeve their lomes unprepared

md withous provisions. It was at the risk of life if eny MR
or Indian youth was found at home 50 they felt safer doing

service as a soldier,

I have never heard of an Indian having operated a sieame

boat on a river, although tl.xcy have built and been in charge

of bridges and ferries, dut my grandfather of Eufaula town, Jackson

lewis, used to tell of having operated = stesmboat on the Arkangas

River to heul supplies from Fort Smith to Fort Gibeon wkile in
" servies for the Confederates. He wuld tell of how hi: boat
"recoived hails of bullets from (oithor side of the river frem
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the guns of the scattered men of the Union. - He said t.ey
" would somstimes go through with their boat or they would

¢

sometimes return to Fort Smith, where more men would board

for protection to the boat. Jackson Lewis had come from

Algsbema 38 8 small boy.



