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BiUie Byrd,
Journalist v

March l e , JL?38.

Interview with Dave Lewis,
^Henryetta Oklahoma.

s" as this old woman was known, was

jonly_oneof the old Indian women from the old country

and was among the~¥umljer--i«ho--caDie__throu î days of

sorrow and tears, beginning almost with the f irs t

steps taken from their homes and leading them to the

crudely built stockades where other Indians were

kept, until the real journey was taken up when the '

time came. I have heard old Jenne~tta_Jacobs t e l l

some, of " .Grandma's" stories . "Grandma" enjoyed t e l l -

ing them after she had raade hsr home in the new coun-

try, but she was never without the things that had

become dear to her Ifsert- inthe old country, she said*

That was why i t was the custom <*or "Grandma "to~^—-

make her l i f e no different from that she had always

lived before her move and she tried to make her new

lna» and l i f e Just as she had lived back in the old

. country. She could not forget her early l i f e *nd- the

everyday tasks always brought memories of the old home.
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Each aornlngj "Grandma", before doing anything ejLse,

woufd go to the corn crib and get,en apronful of corn, re-

turn to the house and sit on the porch, of her house and shell

the corn to feed her flock of chickens. She never failed to

do this and while the chickens would crowd around her feet,

waiting for the first handful^of corn to be thrown to them,

"Grandma" would talk and murmur to them as though they were

children $nd would fuss around as if in answer to her questions

of how they tpent the night, if they slept well, if they had

been cold and she called them each, by name. Each of the chick*

•as was known to "Grandma" and the feeding would not start or

be complete unless each one was accounted f-r. "Grandma11 always

told that this daily duty which was never neglected brought

memories of her old home, as that was the way she had done and

'the wayyahe had llvtd; and she could never change her way,

even after she had come to a new country.. The memory of thost

chickens with .<|hat old'home life remained with her and always

brought tear*, to her eyes as she told of it and that she could

never forget it.
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1 hare in my possession, a pot, of about a quart capacity

and although like any regular old pot, it is small and has the

usual throe snail legs. It is one object that was used and

owned by older Indians prior to the Civil War, although I do

not know its origin as to whether it was brought from Alabama

or not. Jennetta Jacobs has related the story of the service

, it gave to one*lndian man, whose name is unknown, In the Civil

. War time.. The Indian wife fixed tip a bundle for the son

when he was going to enlist, with provisions consisting of

cured beef, dried In the sun which would keep for months at a

time, corn pounded real fine for making bread,.corn pounded

into different sizes to be cooked in different ways. All

these things, Including the little pot were tied up into a

bundle.

When the maja returned after the war, he -am& talking

home with the little pot under his erm. He was worn out from

loss of sleep and fatigue but he was putting on in the .same

spirit as when he had left his home. ' He told that he had ae*n

the real life of a man but that the pot and provisions given

to him had done hln a third of the service In the war, stating

V
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h8ve
that i f that hadn't beea d n i he weuld prebably never/returned.

Si telt ef hew be had beam ferae* at times to eoek his meal*
•

with the « i pf the l i t t la pat and tha piDTislonB, Tb* povndad

oorn lould ba davejbad. in i t and shaped f lat ta ba oookad on tht

•oala, n«kia« bxaad far him and somatiaaa ethara* Ihare^a a

snail piaea that haa ba«i chipped off at tha rim of thajnaaU

pet and ha tald of hew that pat had tared hit Ufa by being the

target of a shell intended for him* 3a mmj of the Indian men

who enlisted fn the army did not leava their fcomet nnpseparad

and without proTiaions. It waa at tha risk of l i f e i f any MA

or Indian youth was found at home so they fe l t safer doing

service as a soldier,

I have nerer heard of an Indian having operated a steam*

boat on a river, although they have built and been In charge

of bridges and ferries, but my grandfather of Sufaula town,Jackson

Lewis, used to te l l of having operated e steamboat on the Arkansas

River to haul supplies from Fort Smith to Fort Gibson ifeile in

servlee for the Confederates. He TOUU t e l l of haw his beat
t

reteired hails of bullets fram either aide of tha river frost
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the guns of the sca t t e red men of the union. He sa id t .ey

tould 6ometiai»s go through with t h e i r boat or ttiey nould

sometimftB re tu rn to Fort Smith, where more men would board

for protect ion to the boat . Jaokson Lewis had come from

Alabama 3s a small boy*


