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J le ld florker, Merrill A. Nelson
April 23, 1937.

Inierriew with:Mrs. Mery C. Lee
/ 514 *. Mapl^ Bald, Okla,

/ Bora October 3» 1838, Brooktteld,

/ Trmbttll Qounty, Ohio,

Fattier Devid Snyder, bora in Penn.

Mother Mary Ann Conies, born in

Trurabttll County, Ohio.

tttLRY 0, LEE'S STORT

(Mrs, Lee does not thick the Oklahoma Pioneers

had many hardships to go through, either because she

arrired later than some or i t may be because she «ae

so well taken cere o f ) ,

I rrae born in Trumbull County, Brookfield

Township, ninety-ei^it ytars ago. '"heti I was nine

yeers eld m/ parents aoTed to Korth Blbomfleld,

Ohio, xheire they oraed a six hundred and forty acre

tract of lend. Ihex* were three brothers and one

sister that X remember. My parents buriea three other

children. The old«st of ay brothers was Cyrus, then

came Byron, and I tvaa the next child, then Todd and
r

Polina were younger.
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I finished my teachers* course there In North

Bloomington and began to teach, while In Ohio I

ettended Hiram College of which Jane* A. Garfleld,

who later was President of the United States, «as

president. I was ve i l acquainted with him and he called

me by ay f irst name, *hloh Is Mary.

One day after the CIYII <«ar he came to

dedicate ft soldiers' monument, Ttols was at Faraington,

Ohio, where I lired after I oarrled at the age of
/

twenty-six., He recognized me, and said, "MolJi© /

(Mary) I thought you were dead.1* "No," I replied , I

"I am rery much alive." The reason for his statement

was that a slster-ln-lew by the same naae ag mine7

had died and I suppose he sew the notice in tt^e papers.

He was a very frieAdlymeja, * v.,, *

About sixty-six years ago we mored to/Neb re ska,

and we were the f i r s t set t lers in our seofion, which

was two miles east of Shelton. My father found ttei

oxen were cheaper to feed than horses,/ so he bought a
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pair of big homed Texas oatiu Oat tint he drove

to Shalton. Tha anlaala were exeelle&t walkers,

bat a all* fro* heMa,alnoe i t I U about

tlae they started to m * Bt dipped them t i l l

he brokt th* wMp, tsA than u»ad ay uateeila ant

broka that* After that lm •ould lot kold tham,

aad thay raa orar tha pralpia atraigfrt for tha

bafft* It waa a Aaagaroua rlda bat aa mo on* « M

hurt, It ma a patkar funqr adTaattoa too*

Hjr danghtar, Mrâ  l* 0* CWiawall, was boxm

in Chlo# aad bar huabaad naa oaa of tlia aarly

•attlart lm tha Charokaa Strip*

•bout forty jraara a«o «a oaaa to Oklahoam.

ffa wara not hara at thayoptalftf of tat Strip but

arrlrad about oaa yaar aftar that* Aftar what I

had axparianoad 1A Mabraaka, I thbu^it thara was

Bot laaah plon©arliif to l i fe in Oklahoma*

Wo bad aiout the tana tatortaiaBaata w

faara today* /taa firat yaar Z waa hart, thara waa

a •oring platttra ahow om taa aouth aida at tha



HAHT 0* 2JES, XHSXRf&LW*

4

I m i aueh Impressed witk this first show, they

showed large draft horses, whish nr« new to » ,

tout of course are eoanon BOW*

The first auto X M * was purobasad by a naft

natted Goltry. Z do not rseall th« y«*r, but It '

oott 14a f iy or six tomdrod dollar*, and was a

two stated affair. So did sot lik» It and woat

bask to a fcors* aid buggy*

«h«B wo first QSMI horst ws lived on atst

Bill oa that sid* of town, but later we nored

, over here on Wt»t Uaple* We bad the entire bloek
:/ 7
/ (now eoTezed with fine AOBOS) and I had a large

orehard on the plaoe and strawberries, eherrlet,

pluas, aprioots, black berrlts, goose berries ant

peaoh4s«

About 1890 or 189? Bingling Brokers had a cireus

here. They took about #500,000 out of the town, or

so i t was reported*^

One of the weys X helped the e i t y was by s t a r t -

ing the Carnegie l ibrary . I t grew out of the Add

Study elub* We rented a sna i l torn a t f i r s t but
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we outgrew ojte p lwee. *e began t h i s work about

1396. Mr/ Eastman, rece iver of the land o f f i c e ,

got tins government to hare Mr. Carnegie nake a

Library grant to the oity.

X was worthy matron of the Baatern Star Lodge

for three years, refusing to iwtv* when asked to
r

hold the office again. I knew many of the pioneers,

such as Mrs. Truitt, end Mrs. fVeatherly, who lire

west of the city on a farm. Other prominent families

were the Jrantzes, the Murphy*, and a Mr. Kerns who

waa married here. /

Mr. h. 0. Cromwell baa two children, who are

my grandchildren. They are Lee Cromwell, aged thirty*

nine, and Mary Cromwell, aged thirty* set*;!* and I

also hare two greet-grandchildran, Meredith Cromwell,

and Judith Cromwell.


