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LEE, MARY O, MRS. INTERVIEW.

/ 1288,
riold forker, Merrill A. Nelson
/ April 23, 1937.

Interview with:Mrs, Meyy C. Lee

/ 514 7. Maple, Enid, Okls,
-/ Bora Qotaber 3, 1838, Brookfield,

/ Tremall County, Ohio.
Father Devid Snyder, born in Penn.
Mother kery Ann Comes, dborn in

Trurbull County, Ohio.

MARY C. LEE'S STORY

{¥rs. Lee does not thirk the Oklehome Pionecrs

had many hardships to go through, either becsuse she
/

arrived later then some or it may be béecause ghe was

80 well taken ccre of),

I »ae born in Tmt;ull County, Brookfield
Toxnship, ningty-eight years age. rhen I was nine
yests cld my perents moved to North Bloamfield,

Ohio, zhere they ovned & & x hundred and forty acre
tract of lend. Taere were fhree brothers and one
sister that I rememdber. My parents Murie: three other
children. The oldest of my brothers was Cyrus, then
came Byromn, enc I was the next child, then Todd and
Polina were yonxiger.

-
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I finished my t%aohoriﬁ course there in Morth
Bloomington and began to teach. Vhile in Ohio I
ettended Hirem College of which James A, Garfiela,
wvho later was President of the United States, was
president. I was well acquaintad with him and he called
me by my first name, vhich is Mary.

One day after the Civil dar he came to
dedfcate & soldler’s’ monument. This was at Fammington,

Ohio, where I lived after I merried at the age of

/
/

twenty-six. He recognized me, snd ssid, "Mollie /
(Mary) I th&n@t you were dead.” "No,” I replied, /
"1 m very much alive.” The reason for his ataw/ent
wvas that a sister-in-lew byk the same nsame as min/{
had died and I suppose he sew the notice in the pepers.
He was & very friéddlymam, s .. .

- Abo'utl. sixty-six years ago we moved to/Nebraska,
and we were the first settlers in our seo /on,f which

was two miles eest of Shelton. My fathat found tha ¢

/
oxen were cheaper to feed than horses,/ so he dought a
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pair of big horned Texas oxsn. One time he drove
‘to Shelton. The animals were exeellent walkers,
but & nile from heme,since it was adbout feeding
time they startod 0 run., He shipped them L1
he broke the whip, and then used my umbrella and
broke that, After that he eould mos hold them,
and they xen over the prairie straight for the
bayR. Itmala\//mmridohtuumm

hurt, it was & rather funny sdveature 300, , ' |
My dmghter, Mrs, We O, s Was boxa //

inmo,mmmmmo of the early
settlers ia the Cherckes Stifp,

About forty years séo ¥e cane to Oklahoma.
s were no$ here at the puiuo:tins;m.pbnt

arrived about one yeay after that, After what I
had experienced in Mebraska, I thought there was
mmmmr;{.teweuomm
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I wos mush impressed with this first show, they
showed large dreft horses, whieh were new to me,
but of eourse &re OCHIOR oW,

The first auto I saw was purchased by a max
nemed Goltry. I do mot resall the year, but i%
co.thutivo or six hundred dollars, and was a
two seated «m:. He 414 not like 1% m went
bask to a horu ad buggy.

vmnrun csme here, wo lived on East
Hil1l on that side of towma, m later we moved
over here oxn/ West Maple, We had the entire bloek
with £ine homes) and I had & large

Ahbut 1896 o 1891 Ringling Brothers had & cireus

m;d They took abous uoo.ooo ous of the $omn, or

90 4% was rcpm-m.
One of the ways I helped the uty was by stars=

ing the cnrugio Iidrary, It grew out of the Enid
Study elub, We rented s small room &% first dbut
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\had

we' ocutgrew one pdace. Je begen this work about
1896. Mr Eastn;m, receiver of the land office,
got cqvcrnnant to have Mr, Carnegie meke a
ry grant to the oity.
I weas worthy matron of the Eastern Star Lodge
for three years, refusing to serve when ask;d to
hold the orﬁ’co again., I knew many of the pioneers,
such as Mrs., Truttt, and Mrs., deatherly, who live
vest of the city on & farm. COther prominent familjes
vere the Mrantzes, the Murphys, and a Mr. Kerns who
was married here,. /

Mp, &'. 0. Cromwell has two children, who are
my grandchildron They sre les Cromwell, ,éod thirty-
aine, and Mary Cromwell, aged thirty-uw}i, and I
also: have t'o grest-grandohildren, h&oroﬁfith Cromwell,

- and Jndtth Cromwell.,



