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IterriU JU H«l»oa,
Invest igator,
S«pt. 16 , 1937.

An Int«rri«ir With Alvln B. Lamb,
£aid» Oklahoma*

We moved into old Oklahoma in June, 1889. We had been

hare shortly before that but aot on the very opening date>

looking for a place. We found that one had been over look

ed» People would get a l i t t l e money for t e l l i n g where

claims were but sorje one told ua of t h i s one without any

charge* Oar claim was in a timber country which was con-

sidered good* Moat of those people who cam f i r a t , hem-ever,

f i l e d on the pra ir ie . The l a t e r s e t t l e r s in th i s country

f i l e d on the timber.

We. cane in from Winfleld , Kansas. I t was about the

10th of May, 1889, when Father made h i s preliminary t r i p .

I was born in I l l i n o i s , and my parents had moved to Missouri

and la t er westward into Kansas. We had been l i v i n g in

Winfield several years. At l a s t we were on our way to our

new home. Msadowlarks were singing; deer were in the woods

by the hundreds; along the streams, the blackjacks were

turning green as the new leaves burst through the bude.

I t looked l i k e a wonderful country that we were cosing t o .
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There was a little rough land around Outhri© bat moat

of the country looked attractive. 9* traveled in a

sehomer wagon» When we reached our section of the

country, we found the place we had pieked out at first.

It was the southwest quarter of Section 7, Township IS,

Range 6, and was fourteen miles north of Kii%fisher.

A brother, Charles, had come with us the first tirae

and when we came down the old Chiaholm Trail, they .were

just building the Rock Island Railroad* There were work-

men all along the risht-of-way. However, the old stage

coach was still running, Hennessey, or rather Baker, was

the stage station. The stage was usually so crowded that

some of th* passengers would ride on top with the baggage.

Many of the passengers were going clear through to Texas.

On the second trip whan we case in with our1 families,

we would often get stuck on acoount of the heavy load and

the Baddy roads or high water but there was always some

one who would help us out* We had all we could haul the

second tide. We went by Guthrle and Kingfisher this second

tiae.
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Vken we ware between St l l lwater and Guthrie or between

Guthrie end Kingfisher, some mm cams up on both s ides of

ua. They'ware heavily arised. Whan we went f a s t , they

went f a s t ; when we went slow, they went slow. As people

were frequently robbed alonsr she highway in those days,

we were alarmed. My father had n?y brother rtive him the

old ' f u s e e ' , "I might see some turkeys", he sa id . These

rsen caused no further trouble, but we had a f ee l ing that

i f we had not shown we meant bus iness , they might have

harmed u s . We h°d only our f i l i n g money with us . On

t h i s second t r i p , we took a l l ve could haul. We were

f i re or s i x days on making the second t r i p . One night we

were in a cloud burst where the creek c i rc l ed a high place

where we were campjlng. We had l e f t the miles on the oppo-

s i t e s ide of the creek. In the night the water had r i sen

and we had a hard time get t ing to our mules. Some one

offered to help us and we f i n a l l y got across* 25bere were

two famil ies o f u s , my wife and X who were just married,

my parents end s ix other chi ldren, ffhen we reached the

homestead, we s tarted to dig a wel l at once. I t was a

pretty locat ion in the timber, not a great way from the
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Gimarroa River. The deer would come right up to the

house* We would often see their tracks in the morning.

They were probably looking for aa l t . Once we sew a
them

large herd of (crossing our land.

We f irs t lived in a teat and-st^ the schooner wagon.

We lived in the tent until f a l l . We started grubbing the

timber on the land at once. There*was a small open space

of not more than an acre of ground near the'house. This

we cultivated the f irs t eusB&er. The next summer we put

in some^corn. and sorghum. The sorghum was for our aweet-

ening* (Out eft i t , we made syrup, sugar and just plain

sorghum. Cora bread and gravy was our usual fare but we

had white bread almost as of tea. •

Once in a while a so«re Would pass, as e. -inso* Croxa

house to house, that the Indians were on the warpath and

were earning our way. The Cheyctnnes near us never offered

to harm us however* He were more in dimger from outlaws

of white people. One day one of the outlaws in our section,

i t may have been that odd character"Baaicky Bill" or Dick

Yeeger, stopped at our house with some man. They wanted

some thins to eat . My wife offered to feed them but she

<r
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said that «upp«r had already been eaten and they would

haTo to eat scraps or wait t i l l she fixed something

better. They decided to go on, as i t was not ^uite dark,

They did not care to be seen. However, they did go to

the neighbor's house and eat there. I t was darker then.

They would aot come Into the house, however, but ete out

in their two wheeled cart* The officers were after thsa

then and e;>ught them in about a week.

After a while we helped Father build a log cabin.

It was a two *OOBI affair. The lumber was rough; uaburksd

and unhewn blackjack* We commenced i t in August. I t was

16 x 18 feet (two rooms). Finishing th is , we built a

IS x 12 cabin in the same way. It was large enough for

two even if i t was a one room affair. As for furait, ire,

we used boxes for cupboards and brought a cookstrte v.ita

us and a dresser. The stove was a four lidded affair.

Father*a land was the Northeast quarter of Section 7, Town-

ship 18, Range 6 across the section from mine as stated*

We went back again for some of the stuff we had left

in Winfield. By this time, they had laid the rai ls for

tbs Rock Island but there were uo crossings and $e had .a
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tln» getting across the tracks* Th»y put those railroad

irons dotm in a hurry, I had wbrked on the railroad in

Kansas. We could earn $1.10 a day for ten hours of work

and »ork six days a veek- One of our jobs was to take

out sixty pound of oig iron rai ls and replace than with

steel t one hundred arid twenty pound ra i l s , Sometines

there was such a craw thit they would Mt in a thousand

feet of raila in between trains. In "the winter of 1380

we sowed rye. The next spring, Father harvested thia with

ef cradle a&ythe. ^ h i s was only a sntall patch for as I

aald> haTiag taken what Ear. left after the run, we did aot

gecure a "rery large patch of eultir-ble land. There were

quite a t&s 3aloons in HennB-sey in those days. However,

aa soon as the town became organized, soine Baloon3 were

found too close to tho churches :5Cd these were closed. .

Carrie Nation- used to speak in Hennessey, but i t has
v

alw^a been due to the" effect of Mqr.or ' pon Indiana that

Oklahoma has resaaiued as dry as i t has.

They used to have camp meetings down in the timber

erery year. There waa a good doal of shouting as the

people were ferv«it In. their religious worship, They
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in later days and camped on. the meowing grounds but they

did not do this at first. Services were sometimes held

la a bruah arbor, three miles aortheeet. After about six

months, when the i*omilies had moved onto their claims to

meet the requirements of the law, a subscription school

was started by Mrs. Tip Cox. A little later a Sunday

School, a union affair, was organized in the neighborhood.

T&e women used to try to got together for quiltings but

they fuiuad their houses actually too a^XX* There wer»

quit* a few debiting and literary societies in the schools

which afforded social contacts. The young folks would go to

dances.

After a while we built up a araall herd of cattle,

especially after we succeeded in securing grazing land

along the Cimarron River. W« took the cattle there In the

summer time. The people were frieadxy and as soon as our

responsibility was known, the banks would extent us-credit.

fo'# ««re about nine miles from the dinarrou River but

though we lived BO close, we never treat fishing thert.

Th» bard work of starting a place may have had something

to do with this. Others, however, did go, as there wa»
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an ubuadanc3 of fiah there in those days. Cur

offices wore cftan iu our homes, but we secured oar mall

at the Baker State Station nexp Henne^aay*' Cafftain Jinka

was the poct&aster. L. Smith was the f i r s t postmaster at

Hennsssoy after the stn&e coich <\nd s ta t ion were abandoned*

Lt Baker Stete Stat ion, four and one-half railas fi-oii

Senneesey betv^eeii Doyar aiid Hea-kieasey, there was a i i fctle

tuftn. Captain Jinks at tern ted to get i t Tor a Ter r l to r ia l

Caiital U'hen i t v/aa discussed v.'̂ iere to locate the ca. i t a l .

Captain Jinks went to GuthrJe to see abo^t I t and came

baci: with -3lo-i7in^ reports* "We v,*e join*: to je t the Terr i -

to r ia l Capitnl a t Ba-cer'c Stage Stat ion", he declared, on

his return. Eoaever, when th is foiled to mater ia l ize , he

sold out and l e f t the country.

We raised a ;;ood many pie melons on our nlaoe. The

Cheyennes who alvays lived around Kingfisher, would v i s i t

the Osuges and tlie Sauces would return the cotnpliaant.

They woald neverNdiatoib us at the hou.̂ a buit so.Tieti?k;3 in

passing through thi3 field of -ielon3 they would atop and

take ans. Imagind the i r surpi'ise on openin3 them to find

what poor eating they were* Occasionally an Indian would
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aak for a drink of w a t e r , t o o , but they were always

courteous and f r iendly and never t r i e d to harm ua» Like

a srood many o t h e r s , while we did not p a r t i c i p a t e T*e did

see the Cherokee Opeaiag. I t isas something: I sna i l never

forget how they ran! In the af ternoon, we came on up to

S l i d . On a l l sides v:ere s lgas of the nas te -erlth which

some had t r i e d to nieke tha t t r i p . Broken ha rners , dying

horses and abandoned c a r t s , and overturned wagess were

everywhere in evidence . Exeitemsat r an high when t h e r e

was a p o 3 i t i c a l campaign en. I remember a Mrs. Lease, a

Popul i s t from Kansas. She held fo r th a t Hennessey. Lee

Srey introduced he r . He was a lawyer and an f 3 9 e r . In

those d'-ys meetings of th i s -k ind were not always q u i e t .

Sometimes a person in the audience would hu r l ques t ions

ht the speaker. I f the "Testings were held a t nitfht gas -

o l ine f l a r e s would cas t a l u r i d g la re over the sccme. At

home $?e used kerosene for l i f t i n g • Among our neighbors

was Raraoa Barnard, the "author* He l i ved th ree rabies west

of u s . Another was San Kennet t , who aarce l a t e r and Allen

Knox, another old t imer , who s t i l l l i v e s down t h a t way*

Farther to the nor th and west of u s , the country was rougher
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In t h e canyons t h e r e were wi ld animaia such a s c o y o t e s ,

of which t h e r e was a p l e n t y everywhere , wolves and w i l d -

c a t s . There were a l ? o a fev; v>ild tu rkeys in our s e c t i o n .

Hunters c«r,e in from Kansar t he f i r a t win te r to hunt them

as vel} HB ifirle chickons. TT1- in the ryps'jrj canyons

vcpt at uc, thex-e rere aJb?o scue cutlavis. They enjoyed

thir. rou,jh country \1th i^.s cednrs vruich v.8re ideal for

conceoL-ieiit ant' a ver, wi.ose location waa perhaps knomi

or.ly to ther.fielves. Our parents were btiri<2d in liennesaey.

There was slso p.n old coimtr.graveyard near Oak View School,

two rdlee fror.. F-ative -̂'-SK-jjteee* '̂ %e ^r-veyard Ls_st i l l
' j

there b$tt i s not tein iW3ed. 1\ere wei'e sevet of n>'

Twrents* children vho care to OVlfihonai. Three of these

died here. Ky "brotlier WtlliLao. runs the elevator at the

First National Bank. A yoraieer s i s te r died in Missouri,

Mrs. William Lesb's brother secui'ad laad ia the Caddo

oountry opening in 1901. Later he moved to Said and 11T«8

on Fourth Street*

We had six children of ,cur own. J9e los t t*o. Paul

raid Clara are creachers. Ruth ^orks in the Baptist

Hospital. She went to Business Oollege &ni i s a boolck««p#r
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at the hospital. Dorothy is in Lawrence, Kansas, study-

for a daehalor of Science degree. She taught school

in the business college.

About the oaly reminder we liava of tiie old days i s

an old clock} a Setk Thomas, i t i s sizty-sevea yearn old*

My brother, William* 8 wife, aanie , also has an old dresser

which we had whon we c&ne here*

Be lived on the old houiestead un t i l 1926. Here a l l

our ehil&refl grew up and ?-ent to school. Aftsr the sub-

scription school i mentioned, they had a log scLcc-i.

Later a fraise and aow a briek. The school i s abuut three

miles south of Hennessey. ?<e cu.',e to Lnid in 1925.

\


