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. LAMB, ALVIN B. INTERVIEW. 8826,
Merrill A. Nelsm, |
Investigator,
~ Sept. 16, 1937.
An Interview Rith Alvin B, Lamb,
Enid, Okishons.

We moved intc old Oklahoma in June, 1889. We had been
here shortly before that but not on the very opeiaing date,
looking for =z place. We found that one had be:r; overloo‘x-
ed. People would get a little money for telling where
claims wars but sore cne told us of this cue without any
charge. Our claim was in a timber country which was con-
sidered good. Most of those people who cane first, however,
filed on the prairis. The later settlers im this country
filed on the timber.,

¥e came in from Rinfleld, Kangas. It was gbout the
10¢h of May, 1889, when Father made his ;reliminary trip.

I was born in Illinois, and my parents had moved to Missouri
and later westward into Kansas. We had been living in
Winfield several years. At last we were on cur way to our
new hawe. Msadowlarks were singing; desr were in the woods
by the hundreds; along ths streams, the blaekjacks were
turmning green as the new lo\gves'bnrst through the buds,

It looked like & wonderful country that we were coming to.
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There was 2 little rough land around Guthrie but moat
of the country looked attractive. WUWe traveled in a
schocner wagon. When ve reached our sectios of the
country, we found the place we had picked out at first.
It was the southwsst quarter of Section 7, Township 18,
Range 6, end was fourteen miles north of Xigfisher.

A brother, Charles, had come with us the first-time
and when we came down the old Chisholm Trail, they.were
Just building the Rock Island Railroad. There were worke
men a;Ll dal ong the risht-of-way. However, the old stage
coach was still running, Hennessey, or rather Baker, was
the stage statiom. The stage was ususlly so crowded that
some of the passeagers would ride on top with the baggage.
Hany of the passengers wers going clear through to Texas.

On the second trip when we osme in with our families,
we would often get stuck on acoount of the heavy load and
the muddy roads or high'water but there was always some

one wko would help us out. We had all we could hsul the
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second time. We went by Guthrie and Kingfisher this second

ting.
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When we were between Stillwater and Guthrie or between

Guthrie end Kingfisher, some men ceams up on both si'desrut'
us, They ware heavily armed. VWhen we went fast, they
went fast; when we went 'slow, they went slow. As péople
were frequantly robbed ;lonz she highway in those days, |
we were alarmed. My father had my brother rnive him the
old *fusee', *I mighi see some turkeys”, he sald. These
men caused no further trouble, dut we had a fesling that
if we had not shown we meant business, they might have
harmed us. We h~d only our filing momey with us. Om
this second trip, we tock all we could haul., We wére
five or six days on ﬁaking, the second trip. One night we
were in a cloud burs? where the creek circled a high place
where we wers cemping., We had left the mules on fhe oppo=~
site side of the creek. In the night the water had risem
and we had a hard time getting to our mules. Some one
offered to help us and we finally got across. ‘m:are wers
two families of us, my wife and I who were jus;: married,
my parents 'and six 'other children. When ws roached the
homestead, we started to dig a well st once. It was a
rrotty locatiam in the timher, not a great way from the
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Gimarron River. The deer would come right up to the
house. We would often see their tracks {n the morning,
They were probably looking for salt. Once we saw a

; them
large hggﬁ of [erossing our land.

Wb\first 1i§ed in a tent andxig‘the schooner wagon.
He lived in the tent until fall., Weé started grubbing the
timber on the land at once. There was a small open space
of not more than an acre of ground aear the house. This
wa cultiyated the first summer. The pnext summer we pu}
in some_corn and sorghum. The sorghum was for our aweetg
ening, [Out of it, we made syrmp, sugar and just plahn’
sorghum, Cora bread and gravz{ggs our usual fare bht we
‘had white bread almost 8s often. |

Once in a while a sonre would pass, &5 & -UmOT from \
house to house, that the Indians were on the warpath and
wers eoming our way. The Cheyennes near us nsver offered
to harm us however. We were more in dénger ;;om outlaws
of white people. OUne day one of the outlaws in our section, '
1% may have been that odd character"Ranicky Bill"™ or Diek ’
Yeager, stopped at our house with some men, They wanted

something to eat. My wife offered to feed them but she

P
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sald that supper had already been eaten aﬁd they would
havs tc eat seraps or wait till she fixed something
better. They ﬂ;cided to go on, as it wa;.not quite dark.
They did hot care to be‘ssan,"ﬁoééver, they did zo to
the neighhor's house and aatvthere. 1t was dariier then.
They would not come into the house, however, put zte o;t
-in their two wheeled cart. The officers vere after them
then and cuught them in about a week.

After a while we helped Father build a log cabin.
It was a two ~pom affair. \Tie lumber was rough; unbarked
and unhewn black jack. We comuenced it in buguste. It was
16 x 18 feet (two rooms}. Finishing this, we built a
12 x 12 cabin in the same way. It was large enough for
two even if it vwas a ons room arfair. As for furé;tzre,
ve used boxes for cupboards and brought a cookst e with
us and a 4resser. The stove was & four lidded affnir.
Father's lmd was the Northeast juarter of Section 7, Town-
ship 18, Renge 6 across the section fro& mine as stated.

%e went dback again for some of the stuff we had laft
in ¥Winfield. By this time, they had iaid the rails for -

the Rotk Islaznd but there were no orossings and we had a
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tims getting across the tracks. They put those railroad
irons down in a hurry. I had ubriced o the reilrnad in
Kansas. Ve could eam '§1.10 u day for ten hours of work
and work six days a week. One of our jobs was to take

out sixty pound of oig iron' rd ls and repl;ce them with
steel, one Jundred and twenty pound rails. Sometines
there was such & erew that they would -t in a thousand
feet of rails in detwesn truins. In the winter of 1289
we sovad rys. The next s;ring, Pather harvested this with
g cradle sevthe. g@l’his was only a small patch for as,I
said.' having taken what was left after the run, we did not
secure & very large pzitch of cultiv-ble lend. There were
quite 2 fow suloons in Hemneosey in those days. ‘However,
as soonh as the towm became orponized, some saloons were

found too close to the churches and these were closed.

v
¢

Carrie Nation.used to speak in Hacnesssy, but it has
slw.y3 been dua\to the efrect 3¢ liaquor *pon Indians thet
Oklahoma has raemained as dry as it has,

They used to have eamp mestings dovu in the timber
avery yeoar. Zﬁ}ere was a good doal of shouting as the

people were fsrvent i: thair religious worship, They cane
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in later days and camped on the moeting grounds but they
did not do this at first. Services were sometimez held
in a brush arbor, three miles northeset, After about six
months, when the fomilies had moved onto their clafms to
meet the requirements of the law, a subscri. tion school
was started by Mrs. Tip Cox; 4 little later a Sunday
(Sohool, a union effeir, was organized in the neighborhood.
The women used to try to get together for quiltings but
they fuund their houses amctually too s@é}%;' There were
quite a few debating and literwry societies in the schnols
which afforded social contaets. The ycung £olka would gn to
dances.

After a while we built up a small herd of cattle,
especially ulter we suéﬁeeded in gsecuring grazing land
along the Cimarron River. We took the cattle there in the

s

gummer time. The psople were friendiy and as scon as our
res,onsibility was known, the banks vould ozbend us-credit.
lie were apout nine miles from the\czmarrontﬁiver but
though we lived Bo glosé, we never want Iiéhing there.

The hard work of starting a place may have had something

to do with this, Others, however, did go, as there was

K4
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an agundance of rish there in those days. OCur post
offices ware cften iu our houes, but we secured our mail
al the Baker State 3tution newp Hannesgagef Captain Jinks
was the poctmaster. L. Smith was theﬁfirst pogtmaster at
Hennsssey ufter the sivge conech wd station were abamndoned.
it Beker Stee Station, four end one-half miles from
Hennecsey betweean Loysr aud Henuessey, thare was a Little
twn., Coptain Jinks attem ted té Zet 1% for a Terr:torial
Carital when it wacr discussed where to locate the ca ital.
Captain Jinks went to Guthrie tw ses asbout it und came
bacis with ~lowing rerorts. "ie +ie oins to et the Terri-
tcrial Capital at Baker': Stage Station", hzs declared, on
his return. FHowever, when this f§iied to matefialize, he
scld out and left the countiry.

fic raised a cood many ple meloas oa our nlace. The
Cheyennss who alvays lived arouad Kin;fishef, weuld visit
the Us:.ges and ¢he Osuzes would return the compliaeni.
They would navér\distarb as a% the house hut sometimes in
passing through this field of .ielons they would stop and
take ans., Imaugine their surprise on openin-y fham to find

what poor eating they wers. Occasionally an Indiem would
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ask for a drink of water,h too, but they were alwsys
ecourteous snd friendly amd never tried to harx una, Like

a rood many others, vhile we d4id not participste we did
see the Cherokee Opening. It was sumething I shall never
forget how they ran! In the afternomn, we came on up to
Enid. On all sides vere signs of theiaste with which
some had itried to mske that trip. Brokea harnaers, dying
horses a2nd abandoned earts, and overturned wagcns were
everywhere {n evidence. Excitemant ran high vhen thers
wae & political eampaisn cn. I remember a ¥rs. Lease, s
Populist from Kansas. She held forth at Hennsssey. Les
srey introduced her. He was a lawyer and an '3%er. In
thnse d~ys meetines of thie kind were not alwuys gquiet.
Sometimas a person in the audience would hurl cuestions
st the speaker. If the —ectings were held aﬁ night sas-
cline flares would esst a lurid glare over the sCeane, At
homs we used kerosene for lisnting. Among our neighbprs
was Paraon Bammard, the =uthor, He lived thrze miles west
of uss Anothar was Ssm Kennett, who came lster and Allen
Xnox, asnother old timer, who still 1iva§ down that way.

rarther %o the north and west of us, the couniry was roughser.
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In the canyons there were ¥ild animals such as eovyotes,‘
of which there was a plenty everywhere, wolves anci wild-
cata. There were al-o a few vild turkeys in ocur section.
Funters cane in from Kamnsar the first winter to hunt them
ag vel)l as jreirie chickons., U in the ~ypsu canyons
rezt of us, there vere als. sowe cutlsws, They enjoyed
this rough country 11th i{ts cedurs viieh werce ideal for
eonicealent and e« ves whose location was perhavns known
only to themselves. Cur parents were buried in Henr_tesss‘ey..
There wss sls0 &n 0ld countr_#raw;eyaré near Sak View School,
two mdles Pror. 5'43*3*913*’—&*‘)3&}7&66' “he «r-veyard is sfill

"

there but {s not tein uwsed. There werse seven of oy

'

parents! children whn cae to Oklahomm. Thrse of these
died here. My brother ¥illiam runs the slevator at the
Pirst National Bank. A younper sister died in Missocuri,
-Mrs. !-’illiam‘ Lamb's brothear secured laad {n the Caddo
sountry openi:ng in 1901. Latar he moved to Enid and lives
on Fourtih Street.

We ‘naé cix ehildren of ,our own. We lost t¥o, Paul

and Clare are vreachers. Ruth rorks in the Bs,.tis?

Hospital. She went to Business College and is a bookkeeper
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at the hosg;ital. Dorothy is in Lawrence, Kansas, study-
inz for a daehelor o‘f‘ Sciemce degres. 3hs ftaught school
in the busineas college.

About the only rewinder we havs of thke old days is
an old clock; & Seth Thomas. 4t is sizty-sevea yeurs old.
M:; brother, William's wife, Aannie, also has an o0ld dresser
which we had when we ¢siie here.

e lived on the old homesteed until 1926, Here all
our c¢hildrea grew upy and went t0 schocl. Aftsr ihe sube
secription school 1 mentioned, they had a log sciocls
Later a frase and now a brick. The sehuol is sbuut three

miles so@th of Hennessey. e cue o Lnid iu 1926.



