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Field Workert!s name Ethel Mae Yates,

This report made on (daie) Augxst 2 193 7

1. Name Florence Lawhorn

2. Post Office Address  Elk City, Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (or location) 301 Hast Sth,Street,

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month __ Jume Day 17 Year 186

5, Place of birth Tennassee _

6., Name of Father Simon McMillon Place of birth Trennessee
7. Name of Mother Emiline McMillon Place of birth Tennessee

Other information about mother

kY

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
Estor"y of the rerson interviewed, Refer to Manual for susgcsted subjects
‘and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and a’ctach firmly to
this forme Number of shcets attached, 4 .
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Ethel le Yetes,
Interviewer,
August 2, 1937. -

An Interview with Florence lawhorn,
301 West 6th Street,

T EXk Uity, Oklahome

My brother and I , John McMillen was his name, came
to the Indian Territory in 1899; we came in 8 covered wegon,
orossed Red River on the Denison bridge und ceame to the

Chickasaw HNation, to explore & new country. Ly brother wes

e great hunter and we hed heard thatihere was = great desl
of game here and we found this was true.
Our first home was a one room log house with one

door and o plece about two foot square sawed out for a wine

W

dow, with & brush arber built out In front, and a dugout,

"and with & split reil fence around the yard.

" We had to ecarry our drinking weter quita a distence
from & spring called Sandy oprings and we kept it in the

dugout to keep cool.

I never will forget how scared I wss the first Indiens

I sew. I had heard how bed the Indiens were and one day four

Indfens rode up to the fence and began to meke signs and they

finally made me understsnd that they wanted @& drink. I rem

down into the cellar and got a bucket of water und a dippear

and gave them all a drink. One of them thenked me just as
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plainly es anyofie, but 1 was scared, I di4 not bardly know
what I was dolng, but I remember Il told them "Much obliged."
T T te leased our plucy from @ mEN MEmSd FIsheT whose
brother hed married er Indisn widow and had been Morod..
This an was shot through = window of his home one evening
while sitting at his supper table. This Indien woman hed

soms sons when she mrried lr. Fisher, end it wes thought

——that-1t wes one of her sons who shot Mr. Fisher. She later
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married an Indian man,
My brother John taught school in & lititle log schoole
house called the Bennett schoolhouse which got its name from

~__pome Indiens who owned the land it was one It was & 1ittle

log room with 8plit logs for seats.’

Both the Indians and white children went to achool
here; they would pay {1.00 a scholar and all eges went and
they did not know anything sbout grade school .

’ The schsc}.hou.sa was ons and & half miles cast of where
we lived and as my brother was & .reat bunter, he would get
up in the morning snd go kill his game and get 1t ireased
in time to get to school. e has had &8 meny as nine aeer
heams hanging in a tree at.one time. W#hile living here a -

cousin ofomns lived with us whose name wes Bill Poindexter,
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end for some reeson the Indians had "got it in for him" and

he was afraid the same thing w-uld happen to him that happenw

od to lir. Fisher.

Our harness znd his was hanging onjthe same pole; and
one night his harness was carried out intc the field and cut
all to pieces and ours was not bothered. e always did think

that the Indisns did it.

supplies.

This schoolhouse I hsve mentioned was also.used for

a church house., There was & dear old Crusader, Brother

the people. He came one spring and held a rEvival; he trave.
eled most of the time in a buggy end sometimes on horsebacks
"1 have a picture of the first church that was built in oromide.
It was built in 1840 end was & i:l_ttle log room with a plank
dnor and wooden window shutters; its name was ide Stringy.

| I was personally acqueinted with one of the ﬁrst,(men
who founded Bromide end his neme wes W. H. Jackson; his son,
‘1n later yoars, married a nisce of mine, |

This wes a great country for wild fruit. ve would go

X
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ét.:wn on the c¢reck and have some great .times gathering fruit
) aucl; as strawberries, crab ap'plea‘; grapes and plums.

> 1 nave several dishes of my grendmother's and one
thing that I especially tressure, is & pickle ,stand that
grandmother bought ov;ar ons hundred and forty years ago whem
she went to keeping house. I #lso have a coverlet tiat she g

wove, also her silver teaspoons which are in a relic window

in Clinton.



