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WORKS irtock^ESo ADJ :iiasr;cArioH
Indian-Pioneer History P ro j . c t f : r Oklahoma

Field Worker'^ name Pobert V.. Small

Xhis report made on (date) October 18th 193 7

Name Peter Llaytubby Jr .

2. Post 0:'i ioe Mci-'vsz Oaddo,

3. Residence sddretr (or locition) Caddo, Oklahoma. ^

4. DATE OF BKTH; Month I-'̂ rch Day 31 Year 1872

5. Place of birth Boggy Depot, Indian Territory

6. Name of Father Peter ilaytubby Place of bir th Mississippi

Other'information about father Member of Lawes Commission

7. Name of Mother -R^iaa Folsom Maytubby place of t i r t h
Territory.

Cthor inforTCatior ar^ut r.otht-r One-ouarter Chocta* by blood.

Notec or comrlct-j niirr.itivc by the :'iclri worker dealing v;ith the l i f e ' s
story of the .erL-on irit.-rvie.ved. ~.IL*'~r to I'.'ai.u--il for su,':;ettod subject

and
) jects

and quot-tions. Continue on blank s^c-t:; if nec;ssary'ar.d attach firinly to
this form. Number of shcetr. att^chod 5 •
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Robert W. Small \
Field Worker
October 18th,1937

Interview with Peter Maytubby Jr,
Caddo, Oklahoma.

Peter Maytubby Jr. of Indian extraction, was born at boggy

Depot, Indian Territory, /..arch 31st, 1672. His father, Feter

Maytubby, was a three quarter Chickes&w Indian and wes a member

of the Dawes Commission representing the tribal interests of the

Chickasaws; his mother, Pufina Folsorn, was one-£ourtn blood Choctaw

Indi an.

Peter ^ytubby Jr. v?as originally entere, on the rolls of

the Five Civili7ed .ribes as a J..octaw Indian because his mother

was a Choctaw ar.d the lineage of Indians, for the purposes of

enrollment, was usually trgfee." from the ;naternal side if the

r.other wes of Indian blood, but since his fat, r was three-£curtlrs
«

Chickasaw and his mother only one-fourth rhoctav* -he"* obtained per-

mission 'to charge his er.rollnei.t from ^hoctev to Chickasaw which

he preferred to do.

In his early youth Peter : aytubby J r . attended one tena of

school at Caddo;j afterward he attended tv«o terms c.t ..arley I n s t i -

tute, Tishomingo,and then went to Rock Academy, at apanucka.



' MAYTUBBY, PETER J R . SECOND INTEHVIJfcW 9036 4 0 1

'Yhen he was not attending school he assisted in looking

after the stock belonging to his father on their ranch unt i l

he was near maturity when he began working for the G. A. Skeer:

cat t le ranch, and worked there un t i l trie Spanish-American Var

broke out, when he enlisted in Troop !;. F i r s t Years Voluntary

CaveTry- Poosevelts-Rough Riders, and 3ervec unt i l he was

hQnorably discharged.

In 1901, he received an appointment, through the Secre-

tary of the Inter ior , as a*n.Indian 3cout or Police; he was also

appointed a Deputy : arshal and held that position unt i l s t a t e -

hood, ii. 1907; he continued to v.ork as an Indian Policeman

unt i l the year 1910, when he resigned.

On the estate" of i»ir. Maytubby's father was located the

Maytubhy Springs, famed for their medicinal value and for the

various mineral properties contained In thejr waters. About

1882 a large hotel was erected r.t these springs to accom; odcte

the people coming to drink their waters for the cure of certain

ailments. There were four separate 3pfings on the >.aytubby ,

es ta te , each having mineral properties a l together different

from,the others and a l l flowing from the earth near each other.

On© of the springs was called Magnesia, another Iron and one

Alum and the fourth was called Oil spring; this one called
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Oil spring emitted a black oily substance resembling crude

petroleum in color. Thi3 substance floated on the surface

of the water and was skimtaed off and used in its natural

state for healing cuts, bruises and all flesh wounds and the

use of this mineral healing from this sp.ing has be'en used

through the years since i ts discovery by many people and is

today a commercial product placed on'the market through an

establishment in the city of Durant. Some of the other mineral

waters ere also valued for treatment of certain ailments and

have become products of commercial importance that eato also

distributed through an establishment in the city od Durant.

TThen Mr. fc'aytubby was a boy on his father's ranch1,often

he and other children would go to the Oil Spring and obtain a

substance resemtling chewing gum which substance would form

near the waters edge or where the water had once flowed and

later dried up and they would gouge out 'small chunks of this

gum and use i t as a chewing gumv but in order to sake i t

more elastic or "stretchy" as the children would call i t ,

they knew a certain kind of berry that grew nearby thet was

"called "stretch berry" and they "wouK-gtfc- these "stretch

berries" and combine with the gum from the spring and thus
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make Idea l chewing gum. Another of the springs emitted water

tha t was r a the r sour or puckery to* the t a s t e and was ca l led

alum water. Another spr ing emitted a milky •white colored

water t ha t was cal led LIagnesi8 Spring, and the four th was the

one known i.s Iron water . I t i s possible the commercial impor-

tance of these springs may develop in to p ropor t io rs undreamed of.
«

The Indians took a lively interest in political matters; "

electing officers every two years consisting of Chief or

Governor on down to County Judge, 3heriff and County Panger-

the last named a person who looked after stray stock in each

county. Caddo was the county sest of Blue County md county

court was held there. District Court was held at the

Pushmataha Court Grounds, near Antlers r-nd was the Third

District in the Choc-taw Nation.

The Indiana of V.r. Maytubby's earliest recollection

took quite an interest in religion. 1 ever end"-JvJ. Reed
> - -

was an early misDio-.ary umon;.; his people «nd the Indians

gave him forty acres of lend for a home s i t e near apanucka,

They seemed to edore the ! everend »ir. Reed und he became an

influence for much good among them.- Boggy Lepot was the early

trading point for the Indians of that section of the country.

Mr. May tubby used to take e sack of corn to the old "gr is t"
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mill at Wapanucka to have i t ground into meal for the

family's use and upon one occasion he l e t his sack of

corn f a l l from his pony's back "n<3 he «a3 not stout

enough to l i f t the corn back on the pony end he .sat

down beside his sack wfth fe( lings of remorse un t i l

he thought to p,o to an Indian^ house ond get help to

put his sack of corn back on his pony, after which he

proceeded on his way. The Choctav/s and the Chickesaws

never attended a mized school where children of both

tr ibes would be ?illov/ed to p,o but each netion conducted

schools for children of- the i r respective t r ibes . As a

rule Indians are not much inclined to move -about from

place to place l ike v/hjte people do, but aeon Lest

contented to l ive "nd die in the vicini ty of their

birthplace*, iheir friendship, when once -establi shed„

is last ing end imperishable *


