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Interview with Mrs* Jennie
Laxaar, Fair land, Oklahoma.

Interriewer — Nannie Lea Burns
Indian-Pioneer History, 3-149

Septoetor 23, 1937

DAYS VELT I I.IKB TO RECALL.

iSy ^arents-wera_i'rank Fisher and George Ann

Fisher nee Clark, They were born in Kentucky and

married in that state . I had five sistavs and one

brother, Stephen, who now l iree at Oknulgee* He was

last Fobxiiary, X was born at Lee's

Sussnlt, Missouri, near Kansas City on Juna 21, 1343.

GIRLHOOD DATS.

My parents rtien they came l e s t s e t t l ed at Lee's

Suzanit. They hoped to bet ter the ir condition and

thought they would hare a better chance in a new oountry.

At that time ifyaodotte, now Kansas City, was a good

trading place and work was plent i ful* When they f i r s t

came the landing on the Missouri Rirer was s t i l l ca l led

Westport. We had only a small house and an increasing

family* Ereryone in the family had to work* As there

was only one son, we had to help with the work out of
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doors besides make our own clothes, help ra i se the

produce and dry and prepare i t for winter use .

NEIGHBORS.

One of the closest neighbors that we had was the

Younger family. The boys and we children grew up

together* They were not bed boys • After they were

forced from home and had to scout about the country

and keep out of the way of the law they came many times to

our hone* Cole lounger when talking to usTias

many tears over the unfairness that forced them from home.

we also knew the Janes boys F$11 and I have been

at Jesse's grave at or rather near Kearney, Missouri*

The stono that was placed at hit grave has been chipped by

souvenir hunters and bits, carried away till the £olks

took down all but the base of the stone which had the

name on it and placed the atone in safe keeping*

CIVIL f?AR D&Y3.

My father vms a Federal guard at Kansas City

during the war. The family at this tine was living
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in Johnson County, Missouri* flash Wells, my f i r s t

husband9a fa ther , was ki l led by the Kansas Jayhawkers,

Jim Lane*s men* Cousin Dick Yeager freighted across

the p la ins . He wcs Id.lied at sed.alia by ^uant re l l ' s

man.

Food, that i s s tore bought^ grew Tery scarce and

you could get only a peck of sa l t a t a time but then

we did not have to do without things such as they t e l l

ma they did in th i s s ta te* The cows that beloved

to Mrs* walla» my f i r s t husband* s mother, were taken

from her and driven into Kansas. She knew aho took

them, eo she followed them and brought her cows homa.

I married Sam A e l l s , *\ £h^nee>*Ii3wLian, and

want to l ive a t dn& near Xansas G ^ y ^ ^ u r two children

were born there . Before our second aon was born, 3am

began to work on th© M, ZC# & T« Pailroad ihat was

building south* I remained i a i^nsas City but when

our child was s ix months old he cams for rae and I
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star ted with him to where they -»ere crmpad at tha t

time naar Parsons, Kansas. <'.'e rcade the t r i p by wagon

and in the dark tha t night we got off the road end

got Xoat*

THfl CONSTRUCTION

At f i r s t wo wOT?k»d ip&er JjELckte .and.latexL

Bronen* We had only a tent and two wagons and cooked

oa an out-door f i r e but I had al. ays worked so I began
i

by boarding four of the man, % husband Had three

teaaa working and I saved w& moaey froajgy boarder^ aad

before we laft Parsons I hoA purchased two iteams of ay
^ . I

own and placed then at work on the co&atruotion«
\

There were seteral different construction canps

and wbfln your allotted part of the gradin^xwas done

you moved around the campe working south of you and

took your location in the lead. From a rural family

I purchased an old stdTe and added to my equipaieni

gradually* •\
Mrs* Bren«tt,who was cooking for tiie gang, took
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sick end I took on Hit job of cooking for a l l of the

TO8IU

Aftar leaving Parsons we ce.mped just north of

Vinite, whon Vinitf *?iS known as the Junction, and

there wos only a blacksmith shop there. This had

posts for wells and a corer over the top.

With the taking of the gang, I had to increase

lay aceonmodations., so I now had white planks that we

afterwards hauled from csmp to eamp» . e iuifi two long

tables set a l i t t l e ways apart with the opening between

them leading Into my tent and the cooking W8s done at

the other and of the tables, I worked unt i l 10 and

11 o'clock at night as I had/fifteen men up to cook for*

Lbney was plentiful and X found much that had been

dropped* Papa? money that we had gotten in ths states

had to be discounted 10 percent everywhere except at

tha banks and after we crossed the Territory line we

did not hare rery many banks. The pay t ra in raa the

fifteenth of the nonth and each month I t would run as
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far as the ra i l s V&TQ la id. They paid us in gold and

silTer# After ta^^pay train, s&ae-of- tha. JOSH MU1&

to celebrate, play cardB and gerable, and in a few days

some were broke or very hard up»

^ youngest boy, just able to ^alk, would play around

my teat and soon learned his way to the conmissary tent

he ^ s ^^n_raanyJUttl0 t h i n ^ to eat .

From Vinlta ve v«nt to Choteau and hare I purchased

two more tea&s and put 1k<3ra to sork so I aad four teams

working to my husband's thre«*,

Bafore going into Texas v<?e were caapad in the

Kiandchi Fountains» I was millclng one night

heard a panther scream} i t came closer next time,

I left ray milking unfinished.

After leaving here we srosaod the Red Kivor into

Texas and I did no good from that tiz&& on, I had been

on the road BO long, the mosquitoes, the new country

and bad water began to t e l l on me and at HeKlnnay,

Texas, our baby and I became sick» Our baby was then
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three years old, ..e had been working on the

rai lroad for tvra and " half year*. The doctor

said I had the spotted f e^sr and that BQT husband-

have to take me out of that country* He sold our

taams, e tc*, and -e s tar ted for hon^# 7?e wore in a

wagoa# My aon died on the road and they Tmrie& him

at Prai r ie Grove, Arkansas* I did not know when he

HeiiSU 3fter-I-epeir-l)fltts?4..jgy husband eaid that wa

would take the moiiey wo had earned and go back and buy

my father*s oM hams. fte stopped r.t Chateau to col lect

e.hundrad dol lars that -e had loanod to ons of the nea

written to us to know ishere to

send the money but we had not answered the l e t t e r .

UFS UJ INDIAN TSBRITOHY.

Not yet being strong* my husband le f t me a t Cho-

teau sad vent to the Kansas vdieat f ie lds* Whan ha

returned he brought back with him a wagon load of flour*

The wcnan X had been staying with hed been sat ing corn
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bread as she could not afford flour* I was here

s ix months whan we started horns ward again* This

time we got as far as Qietopa, itenaas^jghea my

band changed his mind and here he rented a place

or, I should say, took a lease seven miles south of

Chetopa, on Horse Creek* He fenced and cleared

the land* We had a one room frame house with a

side-room and porch* We leased from Mrs* secrest

who lired in the edge of Che to pa. While l iv ing on

this place, my husband sold out and l e f t me there with

one child • I «&a to stay with Mrs* Secrest for a few

days* while gone he mtt the Younger brothers and

joined them* I think he thought he would avenge the

ki l l ing of h i s father as they knew who had k i l l ed him*

He was ki l led In Minnesota with them*

I was a mid-wife and now that X was compelled to

earn my l iv ing , I began and have kept a record of my

services through the many years since*

I stayed with the l&adk Bowen family for a while*

i!nay noted farther desa la the state and leased a plact ,
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I came with them. Here I met Mrs* Tilda Harlaa.

She wanted me to stay with them, so I lived with them

fox six months. After that I lived with the

Coffey Woodall family for seven years, making tkat

ay h e » , but s t i l l helping with the aick.

Then I married Bi l l Reid, a Cherokee, and went

to l i re on the Lee Williams* place, north of Copeland

and south of Fair land. At that time Kinoh west's

sister lived there* Bi l l lived two years and after

his death I went Tack to .<oodall*a to live* They sold
thei

my place and furniture for me. This time I lived withA

for either four or five years*

Next 1 married Swing Lamar, another Cherokee, and

we settled i e the Lamar settlement, three miles south

of Foirland. We had one child, Sarah Elizabeth (oellad

s e l l i a ) . Swing began to drink and we parted without

a divorce* Swing*s father forged icy name to a b i l l

of sale to the place I was living on, to Clay and

Willis Brown* Bather than send him to the pen for i t ,



UH&K, JBHHIE* UffKRVISW* # 7 6 3 1

I bought a claim from Ellis Moore, one and a half

miles Eoetly north and a l i t t l e wast of Hickory Groye*

MY IAST HOMB*

Whan X bought the claim It had only a very old

worthless log room on i t , no bams or sheds and that

winter ay cows and horses stood on the south side of

the house for shelter from the winds and storms* I

traded walnut logs for boards to box up a stable*

Bought oora that winter, saying $25*00 for o&0*hundred

bushel and I hauled It in the snow* I had "workings"

and the nan in the neighborhood came and got ne wood*

Later I built a better house and had a log raising

to get it put up* I gave a dance that night* X

always gare a Christmas dance.

X tried to take care of those in want and always

had a house full of widows and orphans* X raised sight

children besides ay daughter*

When X ease here al l the wooen wore handkerchiefs

oror their heads* X made them their f irst bonnets*
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I married again, but he was worthless and almost

a aare and I ran him off* I lived here till

allotment, then my daughter Sallie allotted the hcmeiplece*

She married Bill Fields, a Cherokee* After that I broke

up housekeeping and for a while made ay hcsne with the

John Jonas* family, but for a good many years now X

hare had so certain place to stay, just lire here a while

and then with sons of the others* I have three great-

great grandchildren.

LITTLE BKJIDaJTS MENTIONED.

I was coming from Southwest City one day late in

the Fall T&ere X had been to mill* The river was up

and it was late and dark* John Connolly end Dal Flint

had also reached the bank* John drove across for ma

and to see our way across wo burned a whole box of

matches* This left Dal on the other side and he being

afraid that John would leave him started to w&de the

stres* and when John started back for him he net him

half across the stream*
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I oat Dellah (Dal»s wife) sot long ago and aha

wonted to know what I had dona to keep firom being

wrinklfid like the rest of the old folks.

"When I faced the storms when you and the others

were siok I froze al l the wrinkles out going to you

y I replied*

Note, Aunt Jennie, who has a remarkable Memory and
I t ^ s to talk, was at her granddaughter18 the day I
saw her and during the interriew we had many tuterxup*
tlont, but she said she expected to eone to Miami
soon for a riait with a nieoe and she would let zoo know
sfaen she oame and then she added, "We will talk all day,"

If this opportunity presents itself , I will try
to get aotuQ parts of this more in detail and will suppler
ment this story.


