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Interview with Mrs, Jennie
Lamary, Fairland, Oklahoma.

Intervicwer - Nannie lLee Burne

Indian-Pioneer History, S~149
September 23, 1937

’ DAYS THAT I LIKE TO RECALL, .
7 7T~ My parents-were Frapk Fisher and Gaorga Ann
Fisher nee Clark, They wers bora in Kantnoky and.
married in that state. I had five sisters and one
brother, Stephsn, who now lives at Okmiges, He was
*_\—mwzztmklggt Fabmry I wes born at Laet's

Sumnit, nissouri, near Xansas Cxty cn .Txms 21. .

GIRLHOOD DAYS,

My parents when they came West settled at Lee's
‘Sumit. They hoped to better their condition and
thought they would have a better chance in a new country,
At that time Wyandotte, now Kansas City, was a good

_ trading place sud work was plentiful, When they first
eame the landing on the Missouri River was atill called
Westport. We had only a amsll house end an increaging
family. Everyone in the family had to work., As there

was only one son, we had %o help with the work ocut of
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doors besides make our own clothes, help raise the

produce amd dry and prepexn it for winter use.

NEIGHBORS,
One of the cloaeat neighbora thet we haed was ths
Ym feamily, ‘I‘he boya and wo children yew up 00—
together, They wore not bed boys. After they were
foxreced from homo end had to socout about the country

and keep out of the way of the law they came many {times to

our hame, Cole Younger vhenmﬁm
many tears over the unfairness that forceed them from homs,
We almo knew the James boys woll and I hawe been
at Jesso's grave at or rather near Xearmey, Missouri.
The stone that was placed at his grave has been chipped dy
souvenir hunters and bits carried away till the Dolks
Yook down all but the base of the stons whish had the
nams on it and placed the stons in safe keeping.

CIVIL FAR DAYS,
My father was a Federal guard at Kansas City
during the ware. The family at this time was living
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in Johnson County, Misscuri, Waeh Wells, my first
husband®s father, wes killed by the Kansas Jayhawkers,
Jim Lane?’s men. Cousin Dick Yesger freighted across
the pluins, He wcsg Mlled at Sedalia by uentrell's
man.,. |

Food, that is store bought, grew very scarce and
you could get only & peck of salt at & time but then
wo did not have to do without things such as they tell
me they did in this state, The cows that beloiged

to Mrs. @Wella, my first husbend's mother, were taken

—

from her and driven into Kansss. She knew who took T

them, 20 she followad them and brought her cows homa, )

ARRIAGE.

I married Sam dells, a Sh

en, and
want to live at dnd neer Kensas tvo children
were born there. Beforé our second son wes bora, 3Sem
began to work on the M, X, & Te. Rallroad that was
‘building south, I remained in iia'xnsas City but when

our child was six months 0ld he came for me and I
¢
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sturted with him to whers they wcre cumpad ot thet
time near Parsons, Kemnses, e nede the trip by wegon
angd in the dark that night we got off ths rcad end

@t loat.

THS CONSTRUCTION C.MPS.

A% first we worked undsr Mickle and later under

Rrenene We had only a tent and two wagons and cooked
on an out~door fire tut I hed al. ays worked so I begsn
by boarding four of the man, Ly husband xiad three

. teems working end I saved my money from my boazjdars and

before we lart Parsons I had purchased two \teams of my
om apd placed\them ‘at work on the oonstruction.

‘I‘he:;e were several different constzmction camps
and when your allstted part of the grading\was done
you moved around the camps workizg south of yon and
took your location in the lesd, From a mrex\ &amny
I purchased an old stove and addpd to my equ*p'.mn)c\

gradually, ' \’\\ \
\ \

Mrs, Brenen,who was cooking for the gang, took

: 3
| \ \
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sick snd I took on the job of eooking for all of the
- nen,

After leaving Paxlsona we cemped just north of
Vinite, whon Vinit® w.s known as the Jum;tion, and
there was only a b’lackamith shop there, This had
posts for wolls and a cover over the tope

With the taking of the gaeng, I hed to increzse

ry aceonmodations 20 I now had wnite plenks that %o
afterwvards havled from csmp to ecmp, . hcd two long
tables set a little ways apart with the opening between

them leading into my tent and the cooking was done at

3 —————
o  —— ———

the other end of the tablas. I worked until 10 and
11 o'olock at night as I had/Piftean men up to cook fors
Money was plantiful and I found much that had been
dropped, Paper money that we had gotten in ths states
had to be discounted 10 percent everyzherse except at
the banks and aftor we crossed the Teriitory line we
did not have very many benks, The pay train ran the
fifteenth of the month end each month it would run as

88
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fur as the rails were leide They pald us in gold and

" 3flver, After ths pey $rain, sume of the men would have

to eolehrate, play cards and gerble, end in & few days
somz were broke oY very hard up.
My youngest boy, just able to welk, would play areund

my temt snd soon learmed his way to the comiseai'y tont

.mpere he was glven many little things to eaf.

From Vinita we vent to Choteau and here I purchased
two more teams snd put them to work 5o I had four tesus
working ¢o my husbandts thres, |

Before geing into Texms we were camped in the

T T — e

Ktamiohi Mountains. I was milking one night when I
heard a panther scroan; it came closer next t1me,
I latt my milking unfinished,

Afber leaving here we arossed the Red Rivar iato
Toxas smd I 414 no good from that time on., 1 had been
on the »oad s0 long, the moaguidoes, the new sountry
and bhad water begen to tell on me'and at MeKinney,

Texssg, our beby snd I became asick, Our badby was then



——

Fied, T After-I-grew better, my husbend seid thet we

-~
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three years old, .© had beon working on the

railroad for two snd - half yesrs. The doctor

8313 I had the spotted fevar ani that my husband would
have to take me out of that country. He gold our
toams, etce., and .e started for home, ‘ﬁé wore in a
wagone My son dis;d on. the rosd and they burisd him

at Prairie Grove, irkansas. I did not know when he

would teke the morey we had earned and go hack snd bhuy
my fether's old hame, #e stopped et Chotesu to collect

e ndred dollars that ..¢ had leaned to one of the men

“onthe-roude  He had writiten to us to know wherz %

90

send the money but we had not answered the letter,

LIFE IN INDIAN TERRITORY.

Not yot being sirong my husband left me &t Cho-
toau and Went to the Kansas wheat fields. When he
returned he byought back with him s wagon load of flour,
The waman I had heen staying with hed been sating carn
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broad as she sould not afford flour, I was ﬂere

—

six months when we started homeward egain. This

. time we got as far as Chetopa, Kensas, when my huge _

band changed his mind and here he rented a place
or, I should say, took a loase seven miles south of
Chetopa, on Horse Creek., He fenced end cleared
the land, iis had a one roam freme house with a

side~room and porch. Ve leased from Mrs. Secrest

who lived in the edge of Chetopa, iWhile living on
this place, my husband sold cut and left me there with
ons c¢hild, I was %0 stay with Mrs. Secrest for a few

dayse While gon® he met the Younger brothers and

91

Joined them, I think he thought he would avenge the
killing of his father as they knew who had killed him,
Heo was killed in Minnesota with them,

I was a mid=wife and now that I was compelled to
earn my living, I began and have kept a record of my

services through the many yesrs since,
I stayed with the Mack Bowen femily for a while.

They moved farther down iz the siate eand leased a place,

~
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I ceme with them, Here I met Mrs., Tilda Harlan.
She wanded me to stay with them, so I lived with them
for six months, After that I lived with the
Coffey %oodall family for seven years, msking that
xy homs, but still helping wit? the aicis.

Then I married Bill Reid, a Cherokee, and waant
to live on the Les Williams' place, north of Cepeland
and south of Fairland, At thst tima Kinch West's
sister lived there., Bill lived two years ani after
his death I went fack $o «ioodall's %o live, They sold
my place and furniture for ms, This time I lived wxgiiﬂ
for either four or five s;ears.

Next I married Ewing Lamar, another Cherokes, and
we setiled in the Lemar settlement, three miles south
of Fairland. We had one child, Sarah Elizabeth (celled
‘Sellis)., Ewing began %0 drink and we parted without
& divorse. Ewing's father forged my name t¢ a bill
of sale to the place I was living on, to Clay and

Willis Brown, Rather than send him to the pen for it,
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I bought a claim from Ellis Moore, one abd & half
miles mostly north and a little west of Hickopy Grove.

MY LaST HOMRE,

%hen I bought the claim i% had only a very old
worthless log room on it, no harns or sheds and that
winter my cowe and h&ua gtood on the south sids €
the house for shelter from the winds end stormse I
treded walnut logs for boards to box up a stable.
Bought oorn that winter, paying $25.00 for ons=hundred
bushel and I hauled it in the snow. I had "workings”
end the men in the neighborhood came and got m Wood.

Iater I built a bstter house and had a log raising
to go¥ it'put upe I gave a dance thet night, 1
always gave a Chrie;tmas danece,

I tried to take care of those in want and always
had a house full of widows aml orphans, I raised eight
c¢hildren desides my daughter,

When I ceme hei-e all the women wore handkerchiefs

over their heads. I made them their firat bonnets,
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I married agein, but he was worthless and slmost
kKlled a mere end I ren him off, I lived hsre till
allotment, then my daughter Sallie allotted the hcme‘pleca.
She married Bill Flelds, & Cherokes, After that I broke
up housekoeping and for 2 while made my home with the
John Jonss! family, but for a good many years now 1
have had no certain place to stay, just live hers a while
and then with some of the others, I have three great-
great grandehildran,

LITTLE INCIDENTS MENTIONED,

I was coming .from Southwest City one day late in
the Fall where I had been %o mill, The river was up
and it was late and dark, John Connclly and Dal Flint
hed also reached the bank, John drove across for me.
and to 808 our way ecross we burned a whole box of
matoches, This laft Dal on ths other side and he being
afrafd that John would leave him started to wede the
stresm and when John started bask for him he met him

half aoross the at‘ram.
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I met Delish (Dal's wife) not long and sha
wanted to know what I had dome to keep being
wrinkled like the rest of t\he old folks,

wWhen I faced the storms when you and the others
wore sick I froze nll the wrinkles out going 0 you
folks," 1 replied, '

Note, Aunt Jennie, who has a remarkable remery and
lixss to talk, was at her gramddeughter's the dey I

saw her and during the interview we had many interrup-
tions, dut she s24d shs expected to come to Miami

soon for & visit with a niece snd she would let me know
wion she cams and then she added, "We will telk all day,"

If this opportunity rresents {iself, I will try
to get samw perts of thia mere in dedail and will supplo=
ment this story.



