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W, T, Holland,
Interviewsar,
July 21, 1837,
L An Interview With L, B, Lamar,
Pioneer Merghant of Tulsa, Okla,

Having & sister in Sherman, Texas I decided to go
there. This was in 1900, I met 2 merchant there by the
neme of J, W, Coker, who had a big store at Sherman and
in several towns {n Oklahoms, I persuaded hiﬁ to let me
mensge a store for him, so he employed me to apén and run
a stores for him at VWagoner. 1 ran this store for him
four years, | .

Yagoner, at that time, had a population o¢f about
firteen hundred and was & good business town, "vhile
there I studied the embalxning business and passed the
examination before the board at Oklahoma City and received
s oertifisate to practice. Very few bodiés to be buried
localiy were embalmed at that time, but those.that ware
t0 ce shipned out wers embalmed, Then there were few
ltccn;ad smhalmers {n the state {n 1601,

I buried whites, Indians, protestants and Catholics.
Business thers was very satisfastory and especially did

I 1like to sell to the Indians, Very few of the

older Indians oould speak or understand English, so they
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/| made signs, grunted anﬁpointed out what they wanted, -

/ and not being concerned much about the price, were
; ‘eaoy t0 sell to. They were well supplied with funds
by the government. Some of the business men of Viagoner
- . at and during that period, from 1801 to 1905, were J.M.
Eall, Valter's Brothers, C.C. MeKinney, J,E. Ellington,
Mille? Brothers, and Qlaud C, Mays

.Dunlap and Taylor.had a big depertment store, the
largest in éown,'and they did a big volume of business,
and & good portion of 1t was to farmers and was credit
business, Farmiﬁg was the prineipal business arcund
there, .and the farmers wore fairly well to io,

Fred and Terry Parkinson were ranchcre and handled
great numbers of oattle, %hen I left, or during my
stay in Wagoner, I had saved some monoy,:ard with this
cepital, I came to Tulsa and opened 2 stors at 110 Zast
First Stfeet in a frame building. .Here, at first, I
carried clothing, men' suits and work clothes, shoes, etct

I remémber I soxf{ good suits of -clothes for eight
and ten dollars, and the best shoss for two dollars and :

a half,
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After a while, I added & line of groceries and

turned my store into a general merchandise store. I

n
Y

- a14 rai;iy'well there. I iived at Second and Eligin
Streets in a ;mall frame oottages, Tulea, when I ocame
tpere, had no sidewalks and no paved streets, altﬂough
it had about thres thousandpopulation, -

'It was not unuaugl to see ; wazon miré gé‘in ths
mud of the streets, in the winter, I have seen them
- mired in front of my store on First Stroc?: Hitching
anta prevaile&.then. inateadlor parking lots.

Of oourss, like other towns of the %eat, Tilsa
had its rough sdges, The é¢owhands a;d Indians would
celebrate ocoasionally, shoot up in the eir agd ride
hard into-and out of town, but they never molested me,

‘A man used to have a store {n the alley back of my plage

of buhinaas,<ihere he handled booze, Moat of the whiskey

“

‘ﬁéma to*Tuls; from Keystene, The bootleggers housed
‘1t wi thout any troudble from officers, it seems. They
weres very rarsly arrested or molcsteds I knew all the
business men of thet day, and now there are very few
who have b;.£\Tn~hnaiqese continually in Tulsa as long

as I have, /
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' The Vandever Brothers have been in business,
I think, sinoe lvu4 and I started in 1905, and have
besn in the mercantile business aver since.

I married Julia Hortoq Jr Sulphu{'Springs, Texas
in 1991, just before I came ta Tulsa. One of ny |
closest Indian friends was Bill Brewer, who is still
livinge I think at Salins, aitho he still owns property
near Sand Springs &% Bruner Station or the Send Springs
Railway, He often visited us and also invited my wife
and me to go to Indien dances, Ve have attended many
ot’theirfsooials exd danges at Tulsa, Sperry, Hominy,

i

Catoosa and other points, andiin most cases the Indiana}

were orderly and well behaved. :We rarely ever danced

or took any part in their activities; we just an tn ; °
. | {
the sideline and watohed them, and of courae these fe,?- :
R ) . , / i
tivities had their emusing sides, Tulsa had three ;?urches

when I ocame here. Beptist, Methodist, and the Cathglie

Mission, Pmstor of the Baptist Churdh wes tﬁg Reverend

Mr, Youngblood. _ A
. . ) i
I staysd for ten years at 110 Eest First Styest, ther

{n 1915 I bought a place and built a atqﬁa home /&t 1340

! i
{ /

/
/ /

. ) / /
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Bast Fourth Street, Tulsa, where I now am located and
have been since 1915, Since 1901 I have not been cut
of my store very muche When I came to my present place
the town extended only one bloek further east, then the
farms set in, while now, I suppose it extends probably
threo miles further sast.

As 1 said, I have known all of th~ earl§ business
men of Tulsa, Some of them are still here, such as,
Vandéver 3Brothers, Dr. Sam Kennedy, The Clintous, MeBurney
jﬂtnthera, end others have gone away or have died, and - - -
very few men who were in business in 1905 are now doing

business in Tulss,



