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PIQHEEB MISSIOHARlES IN INDIAN-TBRRITQRT
(An lnterritw with Mrs. Ralph J . Lanfb)

704 S. PUrenot, TtilM, QkU.

_. Mro* Ralph J« Lamb, born in Lenden, ̂ -England, In 1864,

BMrriad Mr. Lamb and can* to Toronto, Canada^in aboat
m

1889* \i-hile in Toronto the Larnba cane in contact with

a nan from Indian Territory who was seeking helpers for

a school he had established in Vinita. Responding to

the call the Lambs s«t «ut fr«m Teronte and not ltng af-

ter arrired in Indian territory.

While her jib was the lets spectacular ene Qfxk^ep^ n

tag the hone fires, the yet had need for a great cearage

t* meet a new life in a rough country, with many hardships

and eften perils te face, ytt she saye that her first im-

pressions were of the beauty of the country*

SALART

?/nen we f irst came to Vinita vre receired no salary.

Our only remuneration was a share in the supplies brought

in to the aahoel by the patrons. ?he man in charge was

something of a rasoal and didn't always allow us a share

of what was brought in* Once when Mr* Lamb had been away
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. /for seat tint our soapl&ott got down te where wo had neth-

• ', ing loft bat a few crusts. ^ said to my l i t t l e boy,

'"We'll talk i t OTor with the Lord, and we* 11 go among

oar friends and maybe something will turn up." Then wo

wont to the homo of. a friend where we had lonoh. After

lunch we returned home sfclS.IT not knowing where more food

was to corns frea. When we reached home and opened the

door a fifty-pound saok of f4eur f e l l *rer on the floor.

I was wondering where i t eooldThaTO oemo from when my l i t t l e

boy said, "Well* Mama, didnft wo talk to God about it?"

To this day I do not knew where the flour came from. i>eon

one of the other teachers from the' school came in and ftond

as sheading tears rrtr the flour. When wo explained hew

desperate had been »ur need ait. saw to i t that food was

sent over at once. All I hare evor known about the flour

- was that i t did net come from the school supplies.

nliilo at Vinita Mr. Lamb had studied and been ordained

to preach b£ the "Presbyterian board. From Vinita we were

sent by the church te Feyil, Oklahoma, to take charge of the

Presbyterian church'there, Out salary for that f irst year

TJT Foyil was $150,00 together with food supplies sent in.
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KAELT DAT COimiHI£NCKS

Our f i r s t year of twe at Fey11 wt l lveed In a l i t t i t

ana-ream leg oafein en the a«takirte ef Chelsea. Tha tn« .

rain was quit* large and we cal led i t tor feur-reem haute*

The c«rn«r where auir bad staad wa sai led our b«drsom. In

anathar carnar ray huaband had hi a da fie; that we callad the

•tudjL. I^e dining tabl t waa in tha center of tha raa« aa

,wa called that tha dining roam, whila aff in anothar earner

waa aur oaakatata which rtede up tha kitchan.

Our watar' auppty oaoa froa what wa oould catoh in rain

barrala. Whan that gate aut we carried i t a quarter of a

mi la in tha waahboilar hung tinder tha oart*

"ifhen wa ntnt anywhara a l l of MA, my husband, aur twa

ahildran and X, crowded inte that l i t t l e twe-whaeled oart,

with 9ur.luggage avung underneath*

PBAXRI& FXBSS

Prairie fires were frequent and terrible# A graat

v.all af flame weald oen» rearing aut of tha distance, aparka

flying, flames leaping ahead for forty feat. fht iaan hauled

watar in barrel! and feaght tha fire by dipping gunny taoki

in tha watar' and beating tba g>asa with them. Onoe X waa k
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aloa* with th* ohlldrtn at th* cabin wh*n * firt oana rtar*

ing tp frtto behind i» th* *pp*ait* dlr*otl*n# and alasst
/

b*f*r*/1 raal i tad i t I t had g*tt*n l a th* l*a*es ar*tnd th«

gab l a . X that th* ohildrtn in i id* \h* h tMt and ««ztt %•

wrt b«atlnr t&t th« f i r * agr§«lf with fwo^y aaokt. 7/iitn

I g»t threafh I was aa black aa tba aharrad and blaokanad

Xaaraa. I wiah jm might hate aaen and haard

thla oharalng X i t t l t whlta-hilred o r a a n t a i l i n g tha t tary ,
drappinf har hva a l l arar tha plaoa at ah* talkad.

av*r did ah* gat tha eaorag* t a faoa a«oh harda^pi t

COHBOTS AND OUTUWS

Many t laa* our 11T** wn in dangar An thaaa dajra.

Whila w* w*ra in Tialta wa liT*d part *f tha t i n t in tha

haaa *f a farmar an tha autakirta *f tha t*vn. Wa had baen

eandaotlag aarrioa* *aoh *r*ning far abaat a weak* On*

day *wr haat want ta tha apring far watar and whila thara

ha haard raloaa* Llataning lntantly ta what waa b*ing

•aid ha l*arnad af a plat In which ny husband waa ta fe*

sh*t and I was t* b* kidnapad. Tha plan was far f iv*

asn to aitand sarr ioas . Thraa of th*m war* ta remain
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s e l r e s at the f ront , where at a g iven s igna l on* was to

sheet the preacher and the other t o carry n» o f f . Our

host t r i e d to prevai l upon us not to go tfe the «hurch that

night as I t would atari c e r t a i n d i s a s t e r f er us bath* Bat

Mr. %mb sa id , "Wall, I'm goint', anyhow," and I s a i d , "I'm

gtlag, too."

enough the meeting was j u t getting started when

fivr, ^hxeV]Bf thea remaining by the rear

deer, the other twe coming to the front, where one seated

himself on a chair en the platform, the ether seating him-

•e l f directly in front * f V.r* Lamb. jty husband started
*

hit aerrioes by saying, „ ' • -

"I hare heard a l l about what, has been planned for tonight

but before I am shot Z want to read from the Bible what I -

call off l i f e insurance chapter."

Then he read the ninetieth Peala, the one which starts,

SLerd, ?h«u hast been oar dwelling plaoe fsr a l l genera-

ations." Then he talked about the chapter and how the

Lord was taking aare of hist), and if i t was not the Lord's

wil l nothing could harm him.' Then he said, "Let as pray,"

and while he prayed I, ranoBberlag that the Bible sayt also,
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"Watoh while ya pray," watonaT oat e£ the oirner of ana

eye, and at X watobtd I saw those nan at tha rtar becken

to tha tva in front, and pretty aaan they all traeped out
i

witheit having jntleeted anyena.
i

Whan anoa putaide we could hear them fussing as ta whioh

ana had bean tha traitor. They want eat by a haystack

and drank themselves to Bleep. We narer knew which gang

they belonged 1fa. I fait that I woold raooh rather hate
i

been shat than carried aff toy them.
/

At anether time I walked right inta a hold-*p witheut
i

raallaing what waa galng en* Wa were living in Bed Ferk

at that t laa. Miaa Sanferd, one ef tha teachers in the

miaaien sohval, and I had gene ta tha peataffiea far tha

erening aai l . Th* paataffioe waa in tha atore kept by

Mr* Baraan* Aa wa want in wa not load a l l th© man atanding
i
i

around, t h e i r handa on t h e i r hipa with thorabt e a t . We

•tapped ap ta Graybi l l , the c l erk , and askad for our mail*

Ha s a i d , "Go on down, t h e r e ' s a men there taking care of the

mail/" We want on baok t o whore tho propt lotor and the

root of tha man were l ined ap, with tho lr hands a t thatr

hlpa i n tha aaae manner aa the athera . In frant af thorn

waa a atrange man with a. Winchester in h i s hands* a lowly
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•winging i t baok and forth in front ef him. At the seat

tins I aitload anothar strange man going through the oon-

ttnt8 af a drawer* 3y that time I had began to seme

what was taking place. One of the men said te us, "You

had better go back* into-the becfc room," and turned te the

•atlaw with the gun, saying, "It wil l be a l l right, won't

i t , for them te ge baok there?" . The outlaw finally agreed,

so we went into the back room* We were afraid te try to

talk ouch.and leeked about to see if there were any possible

way out, but the windows were barred with heavy iren bars*

-It wes a good thing we couldn't get out because if we had

tried the guards tutside would have shot as sore*

Just about then the aan with the Winchester demanded

that Mr. Dorman open the safe* Doraan went about i t very

deliberately, whereupon the bandit teld him te hurry up a

l i t t l e , saying, "Tea don't seem very much afraid," Sermon
j

replied, nItve met yoor kind before*n They didn't get

much money, bat they cerried away -high-topped beets, canned

goods, jeokknives, and auoh things nut of the store* When
raarohed

they were ready to leave they/all the men te the baok of the

store,, then fled while their baoks were turned. I learned

later that i t was the DaIton gang that did this*
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We often had oewhtys in ths church aerticea at

Park, and once in a while Chertket 3111,would be with th««u

Thay would oeme trooping in end someon© would call eutt

"Pat û  your gans and gire th« preacher a ohanoe." They

oouplately f i l led the l i t t l e church, 2£Us Sanford and I

"b«in̂  the only women there* Lha played the organ and I

wtild sing to them* They, and especially Cherokee 3 i l l ,

likad ass l i t t l e boy and always wanted him to take up the

collection. They'd say, "He stands there and shakes thi

basket and makes as gire something."

After eervioes were over they would go oat anu paint the

town red, riding up and down the streets yelling and firing

off their sia-shootex8# but zutrer harming anyone because they

shtt up into the air* They were not bad boys, #oat i»ne-.

sons and out for a l i t t l e excitement.

Mr. Lamb performed the marriage ceremony for Emmett

Dalton, thirty yeerB age, he *narried the widow ©f one of

the dead bandits*

Te faced perils every day; not from the Indians, they

were peaceful and law-sbiding. They had their own courts

and tried and punished offenders. *t wa& the peer white.
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trash that menaced as. They were eatside the jurisdiction

of-the Indian courts and there were no others.

When we were ax Park Hill there was firing efery day

and especially at night. The men who bit ha red ae were

not allowed inside the mission fence ao they would conceal

themselves in the woods ana shrubbery, which was very thick

around the mission, and then fire off their guns, the bul-

lets often whissing through our windows. one evening there

were a hundred and fifty shots fieed around us. I&ny a

time we hate had to duck when the shots began coming through

the windows* *'e would l ie <m the floor without lights

until they had tone.

One time we were driving home from a wedding at Tah*

Itquah when the bullets begin to whi» past us and we had to

duck to esoape then. -»t that time the nearest railroad

was, at *ort ^ibson, with a ata^e between Tahlequah and

Fort "ibson and there was scarcely a day that that stag*.'

wasn't held up*

Once }'r. 'j&mb was called to Blackjaok Grove to see

a sick man, as the messenger said* but someone overheard

the messenger Ooast that he was "going to teach him something

with ray l i t t l e peok«t Bible (•ix-shoeter).11 I f«lt sure
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perfeuaded ray husband not to go.

a full-blood Indian who followed

I t was only a t r ick and

xtt Park Hill there

% « Lanb e r e rywhe re , unknown t o him, a t a d i s t a n c e of about

a q u a r t e r of a n i l * , 3imply %o guard him* iilmoBt a l l t he

Ind iana were devoted o a s , out on* day t h i s I nd i a n who

nfollowed ray husband oam» upen .another Indian who on seme

occasion hed been rebuked for something and at th i s tine

was just r-.bout to herre a brick at *T. nemb when the f i r s t

Indian caught him tnd told him where to head in .

The danoee uaed to be pretty rou^h a f fa i r s . *»t one of

them a g i r l v.at shot through the foot because she wouldn't

dance the way trie men wanted her t o .

Another time Mr. La tab waa called to seo a nan who had

shot at a dun.ce, tlje bullet passing ent i rely through

his body so that they drew b s i lk hendkerchidf through the

wound to stop the fkow of blood. he didn ' t l i r e long.

At the Indian funerals there was always a ^rect deal

of meaning and tfrounin^, and dancing.

Mr. * îab soiaetiioBS officiated at murri&^e oeremonies,

sooetimes having to apeak through an in te rpre te r . He,of
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ooorta , used the ritual of the Presbyterian ohurch and

when it came time for the Indian to make his response he

would say, slowly," I reckon."

SPIDi-HICS

While we lived in Krebs an epidemic of smallpox broke

tat ameng the miners. It lasted for a month or more and

ny husband assisted the authorities in carrying the victims

to the peBt camps, bat no one in our family &ot it.


