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-~ PICNEER MISSIONARIES IN INDIAN.TERRITQRY
(An interview with Mrs. Ralph J. )
704 S. Plerence, Tulsa, Okla.

--Mros ﬁslph Je lamd, bern in Lenden, England, in 1864,
marriead Mr. Lemd aﬂd oaﬁg t; Tg;onté, Canads, in about ;
1888. VWhile in Torento the lLambs cames in contact with
a man from Indien Territory whe was seeking helpers for
a schoel he had established in Vinita. RBesponding to
-thn call the Lanmbs get eut frem Teronte and not leng afe
ter arrived in Indian Territory.

'hile hex jeb was the less spectacular ene °‘Q3““”\»\\\//§
ing the home fires, she yet had need for a great ceurage
to meet a new life in & rough cowntry, with'many haxrdships
and eoften psrils te face, yet she says that her first im-

pressions were of the beauty of the country.
SALARY

then we first ceme to Vinite we received no salary.

" Our only remuneration was a share in the supplies bdrought

~ - '
in to the schoel by the patrons. The man in char;e was
something of & rascal and didn't always allow us a share

of what was brought in. Once when Mr. Lamd had been away
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. /for sems time our supplies gt dewn te where we had neth-

"' ing lef% bus a few crusts. § said o my little boy,

| "We'll ?nlk it ever with the Lerd, and we'll ge emoﬁg
our  friends and maybe something will turn up." Then we
went to the heme of a friend where we had lunch. after
lunch we returned home s%i}) not knowing where mere feod
was to come frem. Yhen we r;:;hod homs and eperied the
door a rir:y-ponan sack of fleur fell ever en the fleer.
1 was wendering where it conl&‘have cems frem when my little
vey saiq, "Woll; Mama, didn't we talk te God abeut it?"
Te this day I de naot know whori‘thc fleur came troﬁ. Seon

" one of the ether teachers firem tho‘school‘caml in and feund t

T
Y

us shedding tears ever the fleur. VWhen we explained how

desperate hal been sur need ;iq,saw*tclit that feod wasg

sent ever at ence. 4ll I have ever knewn about the faeur
- was that it did net come from tg; schoel supplies.

“hile at Vinita Mr. Lamdb had studied and been erdained
to preach by the “resbyterian board: From Vinita we were
gent b:'thp church te Foyil, Oklghomn. t0 take charge of the
Presbyterian churqh'thore; Our salary fer that first year

\Iﬁ‘gqyil was $150.00 together with food supplies sent in.
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EARLY DAY CONVENIENCES

Our first year of twe at Feyil we diveed in a little
ens-reesn leg cahin en the eutskirte of Chelsea. The 050 \
reon va23 quite large and we 'concd i1t eur feur-reem heuse.
The cerner where eur bed stesd we oalled our bedresm. Ia _
anether cu:nor uw.husband had his desk; that we called the
study.- - The dining ;Qb;g was in the center of tha reoem so
we called that the dining roes, vhil; off in another cermer —
vas eur ceesksteve which xiiado up tiu kitchen.

Cur utc'\r‘ 'aupply came from what we could catoh in rain
barrsls. When that gave out we carried it a quarter of a
mile in &he \vuhb.ouer hung ﬁndor the cart.

Wren we went enywhers all of us, my h\;:band , eur twe

y

aghildran and I, crowded inte that 1ittls two-wheeled cart,

with onr,_lnggégo swung undernsathe.
PRAIRIE FIERS ' *

Prairie fires were froq\\unt and terridls. A great

' ‘v.a~11 of flame weuld come rearing sut of the dissance, opafka
flying, flemes leaping ahead for forty feet. The men hauled
water in bam'ic and touh.t the fire d»y dipping gunny sacks

in the water and beating tbe grass with them. Onoe I was R
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alome w!.th Ahe chndun at the cadin when a fire cams rea:e

ip‘%u Yehind u the eppesite directien, and almest
botoro/, I realised it ¢ Rad gotten in the leaves arewnd m.
oadin, I shut the children inside the heuse and went te
werk beating eut the fire myself with genny sacks. When
1 got through I was as black as the sharred and blackened

leaves. L wish yeu might have seen and heard

this charming little white-haired persen telling the stery,
drepping her h's ;"11 over the placs as she talked. jhere

ever 4id she get the ceurage te face such hardalips?
CONBOYS AND OUTLAVWS

Many times our lives were in danger in these days.
While we were in Vinita we lived part ef e time in the
heme of a farmer en the eutskiris of the tewn. We had been
cenducting services each evening fer abeut a week. One
day enr hut'nnt to the spring fer water and while there
he heard veices. mmmﬁ intently te what was being
said he learned of a plet in which my husband was te be
shet and I was te De kidnaped. The plan was fer five

men %0 attend services. Three of them were te remain
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by the roar'door. while tha sther twe were t; seat them~
selves at the frent, vherg at a given signal one was te
sheet the preacher asnd the other te cerry me eff. Our
hest tried to prevail upon us not toig; th the shurch thst
night as it would msan certein disaster fer us beth. 3But
Mr. lemd said, "Well, I'm goinyg, anyhew,” and I said, "I'm
geing, too."
sure enocugh the meeting was just getting started when
-~ -here cone the five, thrés of them remeining by the rear
deor, the other twe cominé te the front, where one seated
himpelf on & cheir en the platform, the ether seating hime
sell diroctly in front #f ¥r, lamd. Ny husband started
his services by saying," ’ ‘ -
"I have heard all abeut what. has been'bladned for toenight
but befere I am shot I want to read from the Bible what I.
call my life insurance chapte?jg
Then he read the ninetieth Psalm, the one which starss,
®Lerd, Theu hast been our dwelling place for all genera~
atiens.” Then he talked about the chapter and how the
Lerd was taking care of him, and if it was noet ths lerd's
will nething ceuld p:rm hims; Then he said, "let n-'pray,?

and while ho‘prayod 1, remembering that the Bible says slse,

_ .
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"latch vhilo yc pray." vufbhia out of thi cerner of ons
eye, and as I watched I saw those m‘; &t the rear bockon
to the twe i(n front. and pretty seen they all troeped eut

J

vithont having rolostod anyene .
¥hen ence rntsido we could hear them fussing as te which

one had been ths traiter. They went emt by & haystack
~ and drank thomiolvos to sleep. Ve never knew which gang
" “they belonged fil‘*”i”?iit that I would mch rather have
been she$ thaugourricd’oft by Shem.

A% anotho; time I/'alkod right inte a held-wp witheut
realising what was co#n‘ on. VYe were living in Red Ferk
a? ¥hat tim. Miss fanford, ons eof phoito?chors in the
missien schesl, and I had gene te the pesteffice for the
evening mail. The ﬂ,ltotfioo was in the stere kept by
ﬁ;. Dermen. 4» we JQnt in we noticed all the men utandin;
around, their hands ;n their hip; with thumbs eut. Ve
stepped up te Graybill, the clerk, and askad for our mail,
He said, "Go en dewn, there's a men there taking care ef the
mailf" We went on back to where the proprieter and the
rest of ihe men were lined up, with their hands at thatr .
hips {n the same manner as the others. In frent ef them

was a strange man with a Winchester in his hands, slewly
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swinging 1¢ back and forth in freat ef him. st the same
time I a#ticed another strange man going through the cen=- \
tents of @ drawer. 3y that time I had begun to sense

what was $aking place. One of the men said te us, "Yeu
had better ge bacK inte- the back zoom," and turned te the
eutlaw with the gun, saying, "It will bs all right, won't
"{t, for tham te go back there?" The outlaw finally agreed,
80 we went into the back roem. Ve were afraid te try te
valk much and leeked sabout to see if there were any possible
waoy out, but the windows were barred with heavy iren bars.
.I% was a goed thing we couldn't get out becauss if we had
tried the guards eutside would have ghot us sure.

Just about then the man with the ¥inchester demanded
that Mf‘ Dorman.Opsn the safe. Doerman went adbeut it very
deliﬁoratoiy, whereupen the banddt teld nim te hurry up a
little, saying, "You don't seem very much afraid,"” Dermen
replied, "Ityc_msi/your kind be}or‘." They didn't get
mich meney, but they cerried away high~-tepped boots, canned
goeds, Jaokkni%oa, and aucﬁ things sut ef the stere. ivhen

marched
tLey were ready to leave they/all the men te¢ the back ef the

stere, then fled while their vacks were turmned. I learned

later that {6 was the Dalten sang that did this.
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We often had cewheys in the church services at Ded
Perk, and once in a while Cherekee 3ill.would be with them
They would ceme trooping in and someone would call eut,

"Put u, your guns and give the preacher a chanse,” They
completely filled the léttle church, Kiss sanford and I
being the only women there. whe played the organ and I
woewld sing to them. They, snd especially Charokes 3ill,
1iked oy little Yoy and always wanted him to take up 4the
collsction. Thay'd say, "He stands there and shakes thd
basket and m.kog as give semething.”

After services were evet they would go out anc paint the
town rpdl_riéiag'up énd down the sireets yelling &and firing
0ffJ§£;1r six-shooters, but n;ver harming anyons because they
shet up intc the «ire They were not bad beys, fust lene=~.
some and out for & little excitement.

Hp. lamb performed ihe marriage ceremony for Emmett
Daltvon, thirty yeers age, ke married the widow of one of

the dead bandits.

Te faced perils every day; not from the indierns, they

vers peaceful exd lew-abiding. They had their vwn courts

and tried and pxmishedboffenders. It war the peor white.
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trash that menaced us. They were eutside the Jurisdiction
of -the Indian courts and there were no others.

when we were at Park nill there was firing egery day
and especially at night. The man who béthered ue were
not allewed inside the mission fence so they would conceal
themselves in the woods ana shrubbery, which was very thick
eround the mission, and then fire off ftheir guns, the dul-
lets often whizssing through our windows. vne evening the;g
vere s hundred and fifty shots fired uround us. leny a
tims we have had to duck when the shots began coming through
the windows. Ve would lie an the floor withouuv lighve
until they had ¢one.

Une {ime we were driving homadfrom 8 wvedding at Tah-
?oquah when the bullets begin to whis past us und we had to
duck to escape them. «t ilst time the nearest railroad
wag at Yort Libson, with a stage between Tahlequah and
Fort “ibson and there was s:carcely a Jdey that that stage
wasn't hoid ap.

Once !'r. ‘amb was cualled to 3lackjaok Grove to see
‘a sick man, as the messenger ssid, but someone overheard
the messenger boagt that he was "geing to teach him something

with my little pesket Bible (six-shocter)." I felt sure

.,
y
LR
ALY
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l: wag only & trick and psrpuaded my husband not to ge.

% Park Hill there wauka full-blood Indian who followed
Hp, Iarb everywhere, unknaw% to him, a4t a distance of about
a8 quarter of a mile, simply %o guard hime almost all the
Indians weres devoted ¢ us, dut one day this Indian who
followed ry husband ceme upon\fnether Indien who on sene
occasion.hed been rebukea for somsthing end at this tire
was just cdout to hecve a drick at “r. «emb when the first
Indisn caught him £nd told him where to head in. N

The dances used te be pretty roug£ affairs. «~% one of
them a girl .ae shot through the foot becuuse she wonldn't
dance the way tne men warnted her to.

Another time !Mr. Lumb was called to s;o & men who had
been shot at a dunce, tle bullel passing entirel& through

his body so that they drew « 8ilk hendkerchidf through the

wound to stop the fiow of blood., e didn't live long.

Sees o STemEROMS - . - o o

-

4% the Indian funerals there was alwuys a prent deal
of moaning and groaning, and dancing.
Hr. “amd sometimes officiated at murrisye ceremonies,

. 4
sometimes having to apeak through an interpreter. He,of
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courss , used the ritusl of the Presbyterian church and
when it came time for the Indian to meke his response hé

would say, slowly," 1 reckon.”
BPIDLMICS

%hile we lived in Xrebs sn eridemic of smallpox broke
eut zameng the minsrs. it legted for a month or more and
my husband sssisted the authorities in carrying the victims

to the pest cumps, but no one in our family got ite
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