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My father's names was Dr. G, ¥. Latimer and he
was 62 years of sge when he died, He was born at
Celdoniz, ¥ ssouri, snd was buried in the Springe
dale Cemetery et Springdele, Arkansas,

My mother's name was Nancy B, Cowen Latimer.
 ghe wes born in Tennessee, was 88 years of ege when
:ahe -{ed, and she wss buried in the Springdale
Cemotery next to my father,

¥y father and mother moved to the Xanses Tere
ritory where I was born December 10, 1885, neer
Fort Scott, Then they moved to Fissouri, neaer
¥ansfield in *ebster County. When I was sbout ten
yeers of sge, my fath:r and mother noved to Benton
Co.nty Arkenses, and I went to school in Boonville,
When I hed finished about all the education there
was to be had there, I was given the eppointment as
telegraph operstor and station egsnt for the St.
Louis end San Francisco Reilroad at what is now
Clsremore, Oklehoma. This wae in the year of 1884,

I wes gent % the o0ld towmn of McAloster from there
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at once, and soon wes sent to the now tomn of Red Oek,
Oklahoma, this county.

In Red QOsk I met my wife, illie Beghears, and efter
s vhile we were married, My wife's father's name wes Turner
Beshears, and he was & helf-blood Choctsw who had came
from the 8outh, He was one of the Choctaw signers of
the Treety of Dencing Creek, before they left the 3outh, '

While in the early day sround Red Oek, the Choctaw
tribe movec part of the Choctew tridal government from
Tuskehoma %0 the place thst ig now Red Oask, Oklshoma.
They made this place 8 District Court for this part of
the Choctew Netion eand all the Indian affairs were handled
at Red Oak. Of course, there was no town there then,

In 1893, ther; was only one store or trading Post where
Red QOck is ne¥ located. I wes then agent “or wgat is now
the Rock Island Reilroed whioh wes nemed in thase deys the
Chooctaw roed, and I stayed at this plsce a number of years
and was then transferred to what is now Wilburton, There
was only one store snd trading post at this place now Mle
burton when I came here, snd small Postoffice. A msn by
the nams of Lewis Rocket oparated the stors and trading
post. I have been living in this county ever aince,

Coal was found eround Wilburton in, 1 think abous
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th; year of 18083 ﬂhén this 20wn began to grow and lotas
white setilers heard of the finding of cosl here and came
to this little place o work in the mines,

In the days before this town spreng up, the Choctaw
Tribe hed quite a lot of politiea in the selection of their
g&vemment officiels. There were two different Perties in
existence then: One was the Fagle Party and the other was
nmned the Buzzard Perty. This Eegle ¢clsn of the Choc taws
in this county were of the Progressive type. This clan
was in fevor of ths Choctaw Nation cmm}g into ststehood.
The other perty wss sgainst this part of the country be-
coming & state. They put the information adroad in the
Ration thet the white men intended to tske the country
" away from the Indian, Along about this time is when Green
MoCurtein and a mean by the neme of Dukes were running
for the ofﬁée of Governor. Dukes was a half-breed
Choctaw and.‘éreen NoCurtein, & fullbloods In the early
day the Chootews in this country elected their officers
by public vot;,‘ in many ways l1ike they do in the state
and county nog; Only their vote wes written in the
Choctaw la(nguagQ and written {n longhend end was not a
secret, This wes the lest election held by the Chootaw

Indisn Tride defora this territory was teken over into
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statehood, There wes trouble between these two clens of
Inm;m. Meny fights and killings took 1;1ace and there
wo 14 be large bunches of the two @ifferent .clane neet
some times and there would be lots of killing., The
Pedersl Government finally hed to teke a hand end send
some a&ldiars %o this country around here, now Latimer
County, %o stop the fighting eand killing. However, Green
MeCurtain was put 4ir as @vemor of the Choctaw Tribe.

In the year of 1906, the year before stetehood, I
wog eleoted a8 & deleagate t0 go to Cuthrie to & meeting
40 help determine the new county boundary lines and new
nswes for the counties s we felt sure thet statehood
would be accepted the following year. This co.nty vei_s
chenged from whet the Choctews called Gaines County at
this meeting at Cuthrie and it wes named Latimer County.

I live sight miles west of Wildurton now nesr an
old place calied Boiling Springs. Theses Springs are one
mile north of where I live nows There is sn old Indien
burying ground just s little ways up on top of a large
hill, close to this Boiling Springs.

(Field Worker's note: e viasited this place today,
There was %0 the dest of our knowledge abaut & hundred

Indien graves in this burying ground and posaidly more.
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There weare some of these zraves with rock merkings that
dated baok as far as 1860 that we could meke out, From
#ll the informstion I was 8&ble to gather from Mr. Latimer
he tells me that there has been en Yndian church at thia
Boiling Spriugs that was put there just after the Chooe
taws were moved from the South, There is still an Indien
Chareh at this plmee today but a better one had had to
be butlt,)

The Choctaw Indiens tell me thet these springs were
found when their fathers came to thias country from the
South and they are running today, The Choctaws in this
county in the early day when I was & young man uaéé to
gsther at this Boiling springs and have their big mest-
ings and Indian Crys that would last for s week st &
time., They would sluup, eat and all in the yard of
this 0l1d Indien chursh,

Not many of thesf graves Qe:e ever marked by a stons
of any kind dut many of ﬁhan‘had amall log cebing duils
over them. Bovlv;r, these heve rotten until ‘you cen

barely tell just what they hsve been intended for,

367



