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Intarriaw wit* William L. Laftue (franoaBam) „
faet Uadtaoa S t . , HaAlaeter, Oklahoma. *>>

By f ie ld workar, Dorrajy P. Heady
Ana 15, 1957.

Mr, LaRue was bom la 186S in Harden Goanty,Ktntucky,

tarn to OklalioM by railway in 1900, * t t l i a g at

Moiltattr, OklaHom, whtra ha has l lred alnca.

Ha did not liTa in this stata prior to 1900, but ha§

laantd a lot of th« territorial days from talking to

ploBaara of Oklahoma.

Ea atatea aa fol lower-

fbaa X oaaa to OklaJioBa i t had baan a atata only two

yaara and waa pratty vail aattlad* Howerer, nioh land

vai a t i l l not in cult ivation. Oaaa waa plentiful , sueh

aa wild turkey, daar, aquirral*, coon, apoumm, «dnJ:»,

prairia eniokana, and aany othare. A baar waa k i l l ed

naar Kraba, Oklaaom.

Thara waa a t i l l unallotted land in Gklahoaa. Rail-

roada ware coapletad aaet and west, norta and aouth,

through Cklahom.

Good roada wara taking the place of old t r a i l s and

wagon roada.

I had a lo&g talk with Hr. w. B. McAleetar (Ohootaw

Indian) about f ire aontha ago. Thaae are a few of th«

faota ha told m about Indian Territory.
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Barlal grounds

Mr. MoAlester stated that there i t an old Indian

burial ground at Qhambers station, about throe u i l es

south and a Mil* and quarter vest of Mail ester. A pioneer
t

(Bill Cexfcron) l ives close to this cemetery sad could

probably giva V&ry valuable information of t M i eonetery

and Xndiea territory days*

Aaoiher old Indian burial ground i s located in

Little Oaioa school district about s ix miles southwest

of Blotter (naas of burial ground and exact location not

knowi to Mr. LaRue).

Another Indian burial ground i s located near North

Canadian Rlrer about three d i e s vest and north of Indianola.

Tnasa graves hare no markings other then pieces of old

pottery, arrow heads, and such that were placed on the

grares by the Indiana* Mr. McAlester stated that often

bones were found on this ground after heavy rains*

Another Indlam eenetery i s located about two and a

half Biles west of Ulan* These graves hare a few sand*

stone Markers*

stage l ine «

Mr. MCA 1ester stated that there was in Indian terri -

tory days, a stag* l i n e frcn McAlester to strlngtown* Be



L*H0B, WltUJIf L*

• • > < • •

>

oould not glTe say info matt on about this line but re-

ferred to Judge Bill Bailey and Bill Caobron as ploneera

ifeo could glTe Information concerning the stage line.

Tanning hides

Mr. McAlester told as near as he could how toe In-

dians tanned hides* They stripped off the outer layer

of wood from Unite Oak trees* plaoed this in a home nade

Tat with a layer of wood and a layer of hides, continuing

this process until the Tat was filled with in a few

inches of the top, then f i l led the vat with water and let

this stand for aany aontha, at least fire nontha or until

the hair would slip off the hides* They then took the

hides out and stretched then tight orer some flat surface

sad scraped the» clean Sith a sharp edged flint rook or

s pi toe of pottery, anything with a sharp edge. After

the hides were dried they were rubbed and worked until

soft; then returned to the Tats for another soaking. This

was done neay tines before they were tanned good* It

took about a ysar to tan a hide for good leather*

The tanning Tats were node by cutting down a large '

hollow tree, cutting off about six or eight foot of the

largest part of the body, dosing both ends end then placing
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the rate on lega by e roe dug tvo poles at e«ch end*

Tbere was an old tanning rat oloee to the North

Canadian River, about three isllee north east of Canadian.

Ee did not know the tanner*a name, or the exaet location

of the Tat.


