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Intc':uu with Williem L. LaRue (Frenchman) 350
st Madison S%., MeAlester, Oklshoms. v
By fiel4 worksr, Dovey P. Healdy
June 15, 1937,

Mr, LaRue was born in 1853 in Harden County,Kentucky,
and came to Oklahoma by railway in 1509, settling at
MeAlester, Oklahomm, where hse has lived since.

He 414 not live in this State prior to 1900 but has
learned a lot of the territorieal days from talking to
pionsers of Oklahome,

Ee states as followg.*; N

Vhen I cams %o Oklahoma 1% had ;;‘on e state only 4wo
years snd was pretty well settled. However, much land
wvas still not in ocultivation. - Geme was plentiful, such
as wild tarkey, deer, squirrels, cooa, opossum, minks,
prairie chickens, and many others. A bdear was killed
asar Xreds, Oklahoms,

There was still unallotted lmd in Gxlahoms. Rail-
roads were completed east md west, north and south,
through COklahoma.

Good rosds were taking the place of old trails and
wagoer roads.

I had & loug salk wth Nr. W, B, MeAlester (Chootaw
Indian) about five months ago. These are s few of the

7 faots he %014 me about Indisn Terri tary.
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Buria) grounds

Mr. MeAlester statad that there is m old Indian
burial ground at Shambers Station, about three miles
south and a ;ulo and quarter west of MoAlezter, A pioneer
(B411 c.nbron)f_tlivea closs to this cemetery md could
probably give 'éiry valueble infometion of this cametery
and Indie=n Serri tory days.

Another old Indian durial ground is located in
Little Oniva school district about six miles socuthwest
of Blocker (nsme of burial ground and exact location zfot
known %o Mr. LaRue). “

Another Indisn burial ground is located neer North
Canedian River about %;mo niles west and north of Indiancla.
These graves have no markings other than pieces of old
pottery, arrow heads, and such that were placed on the
graves by ths Indians. Mr. MoAlester stated that often
bones were found on this ground aftbr'héavy rains.

Another Indisn ommetery is located about two and a
half miles west of Ulmm. Thesge graves have a2 few sand-

stone markers.

Stage line v
Mr, MeAlegter statod that there was in Indian terri-
tory dxys, a stage line from MeAlester to Stringtomm. He
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oould »ot give sny information sbout this lins dut re-
ferred %o Judge Bil) Halley and Bill Cambron as pioneers

“vho @uld give {nformation concerning the stage line.

Tenning hides

M¥r, KeAlester told as near es he conld how the In-
disns tennsd hides. They stripped off the outer layer
of wod from White Osk +trees, placed this in a home made
ﬁt with a leyer of wod and & layer of hides, continuing
this process until the vat was filled with in a few
inghes of the top, then filled the vat with water and let
this stend for many months, at least five months or until
the hair would slip off the hides, They than took the
l‘ndu cut and stretched thex tight over some flat surface
snd soraped them clean‘with & ﬁarp'odgod, wnint’ rock or
s piece of pottery, anything with a sharp edge. After
the hides were dried they were rubbed and worked untild
ooft; then returnsd to the vats for another soeking. This

vas done xeny times before they were tanned good. I3

s ¢
S

$00ck about a ysar to tan a hide for good leather,
The tanning vats were made by cutting down a large '
hollow tres, cutting off about six or eight foot of the

largest part of the body, closing both ends and then phcing
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the vats on legs by crossing two poles at each end.
There was an old tanning vat close to the North
Canadian River, about three miles northeast of Canadian.
He dicd not know the tanner's nsme, or the exact location

of the vat.
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