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UBS. ELINOR BOUDINO? MfiIGS, Informant
Ft. Gibson. S/E-4, 37 -Jes.S.Buehenan

I wee the fourth child of William Pean Boudinot and Carol in* Ttelda

Boudinot. Bora March 8,1862 la I l l ino i s District, Cherokee Nation.

Father was tht son of KLias Boudinot, a fullblood Cherokee and Harriot

Gold Boudlnot, a white wdman. My mother was the daughter of Thomas

Fields and Heney Downing Fields, both Cherokees. She. was born im Tennes-

see, reared In the Cherokee nation and educated in Dwight mission,

I was only about one year of age when ay father moved the family to

the Chootaw Nation to escape the unsafe condition that existed in the

Cherokee Nation brought on by the c i r i l war. Tether would hare made this

more earlier had he not been prerented by the serious i l lness of his eousin,

Susan Candy B i l l , who was bedfast with tuberculosis. On the evening f o l l -

owing the death and burial of his eousin our home was raided by a band of

Indians that had joined the northern side, known as the Pin Indians, who

robbed the place of the most of our stock and much personal belongix£|s, at

the same time father was away from the house making arrangement* to get

the family away. He secured an old ferry boat and hired James Boger (who

was the grandfather of "Jlmaie" Rogers of Ifiuskogee) end e man by the name

James Lorett to help him get his family and what personal belongings they

could on the boat, which they did and under the coyer of darkness floated

down the Arkansas rirer to Webbers Tel ls , where, with the assistance of

frienda he secured a wagon end an ox team with which he made his way into

the Choetaw Nation where the family resided until after the close of the

war.
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BOUDIHOT MELOS
ft. Gib a cc -Jas.S.Buchanan

I remember my mother tilling of a peculiar incident that

during the raid that the Pin Indiana made upon our home. Sha aald fathar

had a large amount of gold hid in an old leather satchel hanging on the

wall, and during the search they were making of the house, an Indian

reached up and taken hold of the old aatchel, and just aa he did so, his

attention wea attracted by a beautiful bright colored blanket that hung

near, he left the old satchel and took the blanket and a aide aaddle that

was hanging by it and walked out of the house, leaving father*a money as

though they were not looking for it*

At the time of the ciril war there yet existed a factional feeling

that originated la Georgia between the Rota and Ridge Boudinot factions

prior to the moving of the Cherokee* from east of the Miasiaaippit river

to the Indian Territory, and caused the assassination of my grandfather,

Ellas Boudinot, Major Ridge and hio son John Ridge on June 20,1839, end

as my father was a southern sympathizer the civil war furnished an oppor-

tunity for renewal o¥ persecutions by the oppoaing faction. For that re-

ason and the safety of the family waa the cause of my father leaving the

Cherokee Nation during the civil war.

When he considered it aafe for the family he started on the return

trip to the old home in the Cherokee Nation. All of our possessions in

a wagon drawn by an ex team. We crossed the Canadian river at the old

Toa Starr plaoe where ay brother frank Boudinot was b o m while there in

esmp August 80, 1866.
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UBS. ELINOR BOUDINOT UXJO8.

Ft. Gibson -Jes.s«Bttefe4s*s

I a#rer attended public schools as ay early education wae attained

at boat being taught by ay mother until I was fourteen years of age.

I was then plaead ia tbt Chero*** ?»szls Seminary at Tahlequeh, graduat-

isg in 1881. I taught la the grade aehoola aad Charokae tchoola for about

tan yaara.

I «a« oarrlad to John H. Malga Sapttabtr £,1890 and aeren children

wert born to u w follows;

fxtxk. Boudinot Melgs, Born Augu»t 26,1891.

Carrit Hary Ifeigi, Bora April 14,1393*

Charltt ROM Xtigs, Bora March £S, 1894.

£Llnor Boudinot MtlgsA Bars April £6,1899.

John Cornelia* Keigs, Bom March £,1901.

Batura Johnltham Meige, Bora Hay 10,1909.

Annie Stapler Melgs, Bora December 15,1907.

JOHH H. MHOS. Tat «reat-srandfathar of John H. Melgs was Chief John

Boss of the Cherokee*. His grandmother was Xaae Ross, the daughter of

Ghlef Ross, narrifld to Return John!than Melgs about 1827, before the

Cherokees acred vest of the Mississippi. Sis fatliis>. J«hm Boss Seigs was

born in the Cherokee I s t loa Horember 30 f 1839. Be was reared la the Tahlequah

District aad educated ia the Cherokee public schools aad aa advanced school

at Caas B i l l , Arkansas. Was married to Mary I l i » b » t h Treats*, a Cherokee,

October 6,1886. Hiae children were bora to that union, John H. Meigs being

the oldest child, bora September SO ,1809 la the eastern part of the Cherokee
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following rseipss giYta by Mrs. Mtigs.

COH SrER.-(ERLKD cora)

This recipe vat used fey ta t Indiana lm preserving green e o n

for tat winter.

fakt good tender roasting aara and po l l ahuck from tar just

tnougn to laapaet for worms and d a a n ear end ahuck of a l lka , taan

place ahucka back l a or ig inal poait ion aad t l a t i p t of ahuck with

a piae« of ahnck blada, thta placa 1A boi l ing wotar and cook for

ona hour* Soon aa ocam la eool tt&onob tc h&adl*, i u m the aback

back and t i t the t i p t together, forming a loop, so the eara can

be atrung on a p o l t and hung up to dry. To prepare t o ea t , shal l

the dry com off the cob, bo i l u n t i l tender and aeaaoi to taa te .

DQO-HSfcB

Care felly remore shucks from tender roasting tars, cut tha

com from tha cobs, and aftt? tha shucks hare been cleaned of

alike, fbsm back In original snaps and fill about naif fall with

the com and tia tks top of the ahuck with a ahuck blade, than

plaoe la boiling water aad cook for about two hour a.

Whan Aons aad tat aauck remored tat com vlU ba cooked into

a firm poas wlta a flavor all its own. Snaps, large at one sad

tapering at tat other, hence tha asms, dog-head.
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IKS. JELIKOB BOUDIHUT MSIOS
Ft . Gibson - J a e . 3.Buchanan

HBOAD SWORD

A grit, grated froa green corn that haa grown too hard for

roasting ears. Beans that has been hailed before they hare

thoroughly astured, boll until tender, mix beane and corn grit

and enough of the Juice of the beans to make a dough, work into

ponet about four inches long, two inches wide and one inch thick.

Wrap in green corm blsdes with the eenter atea of the blade removed

•ad ti» securely with the tough edge taken from corn blades* Boll

for one hour.

PRESEHVATIOH

Mrs, Ilelgs haa a feather bed aade of duck feathers that was

brought west by her grandfather and grand-mother fields when the

"Old Settlers" came to the Territory in the year of 1834. This

bed vas also included in the few personal belongings that her

father wee able to take with hla In his flight with the family

froa the Cherokee Satlon in 1863, The feathers are in perfect

condition after being in use more than a century.
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GAJli. AND OTHER RESOURCES TEE INDIAK OKC£ HAD.

I can reaenber when -snore were dense oanebrakes in the rircr

lowlands whieh afforded wonderful winter ranga for cattla, also

a ah eltar for the atoek frca the ssvsre winter waathar and e refuge

for game. There wer« slao wild fruit in ebundenc©, such aa wild

plujaa, atrawberriea, deibarrioe, blackberries^ raspberries and huckle-

berries. Game was plentiful , such as deer, turkey and prairie

P

chicken. I remember an Incident that happened when I was about

serenteen years of «§e, one evening as the family was engaged in

the evening meal on the back porch of our old home eight miles south

of Ft. Gibson, a large panther came walking around the smokehouse

about forty feet from us, sad as the dogs vent into a tantrum at the

sight of the animal, it turned end dashed away into the forest.

The prairie grass in those days were as tell as a person's shoulder

and grew in every nook that was not covered with trees, and it was

free and open range for stock. But that also, like everything else

we onoe had, is gone.


