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MRS, ELINOR BOUDINOT MEIGS, Informeant
Ft. Gibaom. 3/2-4, 37 -Jus.B.Buchanan

I was the fourth child of Williem Pemn Boudinot and Caroline Fields
Boudinot. Bora March 8,1862 iam Illinois District, Cherokes Ratisn.
Father was the son of Klias Bon-zdinot. a fullblood Cherokee and Harriot
Gold Boudinot, a white wéman. My mother was the daughter of Thomas
Fields and Nancy Downing Fields, both Cherokees. She wes born ia Tonnes:,
sec, reared in the Cherokee Nation end educated in Dwight Mission.

I was only about one year of sge when my father moved the family to
the Chootew Bation to escape the unsafe condition thet existed in the
Cherokee Nation brought on by the civil war. Father would have made this
move carlier had he not been prevented by the serious illness of his cousin,
Susan Candy Hill, who was bedfest with tuberculosis. On the evening foll-
owing the death and buriel of his cousin our homs was raided by a damd of
Indians thet had joined the northern side, known as the Pin Indians, who
robbed the place of thea most of our stock and much personal belongi&o, at
the sams time father was away from tl;o house meking arrangements to get
the family sway. He secured an 0ld ferry boat and hired James Roger {who
wes the grandfsther of "Jimmnie" Rogers of Muskogee) and &8 man by thé neame
James Lovett to help him get his family and what personsl belongings they
could on the boat, whioh they did and umder the cover of darkness floated
down the Arkansas river to Wevbers Falls, whers, with the usistnan of
friends he secured & wagon and an ox tesm with whioch he made his way inso ¢
the Choctaw Nation where the family resided until after the close of the

War.
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I¢. Gibaon ~Jas,.S.Buchenan

I remember my mother telling of & peculiar ineident that happened
during the raid that the Pin Iadians made uwpon our home. She said father
had & large amount of gold hid in an 014 leajher satchel hanging on the
wall, and during the seaxrch they were making of the house, an Indian
reached up and taken hold of the o0ld satchel, and just as he did 80, his
attention wes atiracted by a besutiful bright colered blanket that hung
near, ho left the old satchel and took the bleanket and a side saddle that
was hanging by it and walked out of the house, leaving father's money as
tkough they were not looking for it.

At the time of the civil war there yet existed & factional feeling
that originated ia Georgie between the Ross and Ridge Boudinot factions
prior to the moving of ths Cherokees from sast of the Mississippit river
to the Indian ?orritory, and caused the assassination of my grendfether,
Elias Boudinot, Ms jor Ridge and his son John Ridge om June 20,1839, and
as my father was a southern sympathizer the civil war furnished an oppor-
tunity for renewel of persecutions by the opposing faction. For that re-
sson and the safety of the family waes the cause of my father leaving the
Cherokee Nation during the civil war,

When he considered it safe for the femily he started on the rsturm
trip to the old home in the Cherokee Nation. All of our possessions in

a wegon drawn by ap ox team, We crossed the Canadian river at the old
Ton Starr place where my brother Frank Boudinot wes bora while thers in

comp August 80, 1866,
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MRS. ELINOR BOUDINUT MEIGS.
7t. Gibsoa ~Jes.5.Buchanan

I aever attended pnbl;c schools as my early education was attained
at home being taught by my mother until I was fourtesn years of age.
I was then placed in the Cherokes Pem=ls Sominkry at Tahlequeh, graduat-
ing in 1881, I taught im the grade achools and Cherokee schools for about
ten years,

I was married to John H, Meigs September 2,1800 and seven children
were bOorR % us as follows;
l‘;';nk Boudinot Meigs, Born August 26,1891.
Carrie Mary Meigs, Bora April 14,1893,
Charles Ross Meigs, Bora Msrekh 25, 189%4.
Elinor Boudinot Meigs, Bora April 26,1899,
Johm Cornelius Meigs, Bora Mareh 2,1901.
Return Johnithem Meigs, Bora May 10,1903,
Annie Stapler Meigs, Bora December 15,1907,
JOEN H. MEKIGS. The great-grandfather cf Joha H, Meigs was Chief Joha
Ross of the Cherokess. His grsndmother was Jane Ross, the dsughter of
Chief Ross, married to Returm Johnithan Meigs abous 1827, before the
Cherokees moved wes$ of the Mississippi. His father. Jahm Rose ieigs was
born in the Cherokee Nation Novamdber 30,1839. He was resred in the Tehlsquah
District and educated in the Cherokee pudlic schools and an advanced school
at Cans Hill, Arkansas. Was married to Mary Klimbeth Froeman, & Cherokee,
Ootober 6,1688. Nine children were bora to shat umnion, Johm H. Meigs being

the oldess ohild, dorm Septemdber 30,1859 ia the eastera part of the Cherokes
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¥Rg, ELINOR BOUDINOT MRIGS.
7t. Gidbson N ~Jas. S.Buchanan

Following recipes givea b; Mrs. Heigs.
CON sm.-(mm coTa)

This recipe was used by the Indisuns ia preserving green cora
for ths winter,

Tske good tender roasting ears and pull shuck from ear just
enough to inspect for worms snd clean esr aad shuck of silks, then
place shucks back im originsl positioa and tie tips of shuck with
a piece of shuck blasde, thea place in boiling water and cook for
one hour. Soon as ocrm is cool emeugh ¢o hszdls, turm the shuck
back and tie the tips together, fomming s loop, 0 the ears can
be strung on s pole and hung up t0 dry. To prepare to eat, shell
the dry corn off she eod, boil until tender and season rto taste.

DOO-HEAD

Carefully remove shucks from tender rossting esrs, cut the
corn from the cods, and afte™ the shucks have been cleaned of
silks, form back in original shepe and £il1 about helf full with
the cora and tie the top of the shuck with a shuck blade, then
place ia doiling water amd cook f£&r sdbous $wo hours.

When done and the shuck Temoved the cora vill be sooked into
& firm pone with a flavor all iss own. Shepe, large at one emd

tapering at the other, hemce the neme, dog-head,
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MRS. ELIROR BOUDIRUT MEIGS
¢, Gibson ~J&s. 3.Buchenan

BROAD SWORD
A grit, grated from green corn that has grown too hard for
rossting oars. DBeans that hag been hulled before they heve
thoroughly matured, boil umtil tender, mix bdesns and corm grit
and enough of the juice of the bears to make e dough, work inte
pones adout four inches long, two inches wide and one inch %hick,
Wrsp in greea cora bisdes with the center stem of the dlade removed
snd tie to;uroly with the tough edgze taken from corm dledes, Boil
for one hour. .
PRESERVATION
Mrs, Meigs has s feather bed made cf duck feathers that was
brought west by her grandfather and grand-mother Fields whea the
"014 Settlers" ceme tc the Territory in the year of 1834, This
bed vas aiso included in the few personal belongings that her
father wes adle to take with him in his flight with the femily
from the Cherckee Nation in 1863, The festhers are in perfect

condition efter being in use more tham a century.
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¥MRS. ELINOR BOUDINOT MEIGS
7. «Alkaon -J8s,.3. Buchanan

GAME AND OTHER RESOURCES THE INDIANM ONCE HAD,.
1 can rcmniior when shere were dense cansbrakes in the river
lowlands whiek afforded wonderful winter range for cattle, also
a shelter for the stock from the ssveres winter weeather end & refuge
for game. There werée also wild fruit in abundsnce, such as wild
plums, strawberries, dewberries, blackberries, respberriea end huckle-

berries. Geame was plentiful, such as deer, turkey amd prairie

g"; .
chicken, I remember an incident thet happened when I was about

seventesen ysars of ags, one evening as the family was engaged in
the svening meal on the baek porch of our 014 home aight miles south
of P4, Gidbson, a large panther ceme walking eround the smokehouse
about forty feet from us, anmd as the dogas went into & tsntrum et the
sight of the animal, it turned and dashed sway into the forest.
The prairie gress in shose days were as tall as & person's shouldery
and grew in every nook that was not covered with trees, and it was
froe and open range for etock., But that «lso, like everything elsse

we once had, is gone.



