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Interrtew with Henry a* Holderaan
B. f . D.f5, Yinlta , Oklahaa*.

Interviewer, James R.
Oerselowey, September 15,1937

OT CSttND BI7BB DAM.
/

When I was a amail boy my parents lired. in the

Indian Territory, n«ar the Kanaaif l in t . X was

six years old ah en my father hauled lumber from

the Spavins* Hill*, to Ghetppa, Kaneas, with an
// \

ox team* I sometime* e^oompanied hbn on these

trips, and while at the' water mill at spavin&w, I
/

would s i t under theymill end watch the water turn

the wheel end rusr the machinery.

For sersraX years the most of my play-time was

spent in building daaa in the l i t t l e prairie branches
/

near our piece, and In building mills*
/

When I was about sixteen years old, X rode,

horse-back to the Grand River, and then rode down

to the mouth of the rlrer, looking for a place to

build a dan* « ^ *

About the year of 1896, I Interested my older

brother, Bert T. Holderaan, who wae studying
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engineering, at Spaulding*s Oomaeroial College,

at Kansas City, Missouri, and he secured two of his

olase-mat.ea, and we built a little house-boat, and

loaded our camping and engineering equipment in it9

and floated down the river, and surveyed every

plaoe which looked as though it were a possible site

for a das. He went to the mouth of the river,

and at that tlma decided that the point which is now

celled the Pensaoola Dam Site, was the only point

on the river, on which it would be practicable to

build a- large data.
r

About thirty-two years ago I became connected

with HT. s. M. Porter (now deceased) of Caney,

Kansas, in the promotion of a railroad from 0aneyv

Kansas^to lieaphls* 'Tennessee* X was placed in charge

of the field work, and the survey,with Mr. i» C.

Titus as chief engineer. During this tine I interest-

ed Mr. Porker end his associates in the dam project,

and we made a portion of the survey for irrigation,

at that time*
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In 1911, X organized the Grand RS.yer Power and

Slaotrlo Goapany, composed of nyse l f , as president;

S. L. S taga l l , a banker of Strong, and my wife ,

Uauda A* Holderman, as incorporators.

I then took the matter up with Mr. J. ?. Robin-
Oklahoma

son, of isiani,/who was very much Interested* but who

decided that i t was too big a proposition for him

to handle*

About that t i o e Mr, C. H. Fensteraacher, then

of Huskoflte, tr ied t o Interest iluskogee business

men, and we employed a man by the name of Gunther,

of <;he UuskG&e Klectric Company, who made a surrey

and report for the ifuskogtre people.

In 1920^\throu^i the ass i s tance of Mr. T. L.

Rippsy, Uc, Royal D. Sal isbury, an engineer of

Denver, Coloradob became interested* A new company

was formed, cons is t ing of myself, ? . L* Blppey,

0 . H* Iwostermaciier, v . B. Col l ins and Boyml D*

Salisbury*
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• Thia ooapeny, made a complete survey, and first

took the proposition up with Chicago capitalists.

They were interested, but wanted to make a gigantic

"watered stock" selling scheme of it, which we re*

fused to do*

Finally In 1920, Hugh Cooper, another engineer.,

took hold of the project, end through him the

National City Bank, of New York^beeane interested,

so that they agreed to Issue and sell bonds to

finance the project.

The report made by the engineers disclosed

that the dam could be erected, transmission lines

put up, and electricity generated for consumption

at a total oost of $22,000,000, which would Mean

about ,003 per kilowatt an hour*

The New York bank had everything ready to start
r

work on selling the bond issues. . The men who eon*

stltuted the Northeast .Oklahoma Hydro~eleotric
\

Company were called in, and then learned that a
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bond Issue of $40,000,000 was planned* Sails*

bury reeatnaended, that we refuse to accept the offer

on those teras, as it would place the cost of gen-

oration too high, and we turned the offer down.

fe then started all cnrer again, to interest

other financier*. She m a n Rogers was approached,

and he agreed to build the dam for $38,000,000,

with e Montreal, Canada^bank to do the financing,

which would again place the cost of producing

electricity at a prohibitive price.

Again the project was turned down by its

originators, and they went to Jin Robinson, of

Miami, Oklahoma, who died at the rery tine he had the

project assured, and once more we were back at the

beginning.

Wash Hudson, of Tulsa^was interested in the

project, but it gradually edged into the power of

the Utilities, and the Insull utilities, of Chicago,

appropriated money for its construction and then

Insull crashed.
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About the year 1923, I took Into partner-

ship * promoter from Canada by the name of

D. W. Althouee, and a l l of th« assets of the

Grand Hirer Hydro-electric Company ware sold to

Althouee and-myaelf, --—ft aade-a contract with the

TrallorrBewey Construction Company to build the

dam , We also employed mi engineer# a. 0.

Hodeha»elt and t o o t h e r with the engineers for

the construction coapanx made a complete new

•tirrey of tile entire projeet* :•

Altaouse went to Chicago and Montreal to

seoure the money for construction purposes, but

without suooes«,

I then orgttized a new corporation, called

the Oklahoma Hydro-aleotric Company, with Tracy

Wilkeraon, Abram Stanfield and M. 2. SohuX as

incorporatora. la ter , Mies B* M. fildman was

taten Into the corporation.
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Thin corporation purchased 713 acres of land,

ooTering the b ig dan s i t e , now known as the Bsnsacola

Dam S i t e . X so ld a l l of the a s s e t s of the Grand

Riter Hydro-e lectr ic Company, t o t h i s company tot

50£ of the company s tock .*

J o i n t l y , wi th the members of the Grand Rivtr

Hydro-electr ic Company, we made a deal , with 3". F.

Robinson, o f U ian l , Oklahoma, t o promote and f inance

the construct ion of t h e large danu Mr. Robinson

Bade a new surrey , wi th Victor H* Goehran, of Tulsa ,

as h i s c h i e f engineer , and had a dea l made with

f i n a n c i a l people. t h a t a f t e r he had spent #3 ,000 ,000

on cons truct ion , they would purchase a bond i s s u e

for the balance of t h e money. But Mr* Robinson's

hea l th f a i l e d , and he was unable t o proceed with

his contract.

Mr. Bobinson called a meeting of al l parties

interested, and asked permission to turn everything



HGLDSEOON, HENHT C. INTERVIEW. #7580

0

8 \

over to Wash Hudson, of TuLsa, which permission

waa granted.

Wash Hudson organised a new oatnpany, known

aa tha Grand-Hydro, and mad« a contract with the

Grand River Hydro-mlaetrie Company giTing tham

$100,000 for th«ir intaraat*. He alao made a

contract with me for an interest in the

as further compensation.

iir. uuft»o&*s company onployed the Fargo

Enginedring Gompcny, of Jackson, Michigan, vhioh

znada a complete surrey of the ent ire stream, and

located and dr i l l ed out four dam s i t e s , but for some

reason, t h i s company fa i l ed to finance and qu i t ,

thioh l e f t the Oklahoma Hydro S lec tr io Company as

the only corporation holding any lands or r ights

on the stream.

In 1935, Mr, 3 . D. Williams, of Los Angslcs,

Califoraia^ took an option from the Oklahoma By&ro*

Sleotrio Company, and made a contract with members
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of the old Grand Hiwr Hydro Electr ic Company, and
They

proceeded t o check a l l old surveys*/mede a complete

air-plane surrey, took and tasted s o i l samples

from two mil l ion acres of land, and approved the

entire proposition, of a large hydro-electric develop-

ment, and of a two mi l l ion acre i rr igat ion plan.

Williams, then took the matter up with f inancial

interests , in the West who expressed themselves as

wi l l ing to finance the entire project , provided Mr.

Williams could secure the co-operation of the State

and Federal Governments but owing to the fact , that

the Federal Government was contemplating constructing

th is dam themselves, Mr. Williams f a i l e d to secure

any co-operation.

During t h i s ent ire period of about 40 years,

surveys have been made by myselfr and party f i r s t ,

then by the following engineers, 2nd, 0 . S. Bennett;

3rd, W. K. Palmer; 4 th , Plummor C. Darrow; Stb,
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B. H« Gunther; 6th, Hoyal D. Salisbury; 7th,

0. C. Bodehanel; 8th, George Stein; 9th, Victor

Goottran; 10th, Jim Bitoh; llth, Fargo Engineering

Company; 13th, s. D. Williams; 13th, the United

Stutes Government.

I hare been connected with all of those sur-

rey*, except .the last, and £ bore all of the expense

of fire of them, and ay portion of the expense of

all tlie rest, except two*

X have also prospected for minerals for_

manufacturing purposes, over an ares as far out In

every direction as the electricity from this plant

could be used profitably* I hare located 52

different kinds of minerals, which will be developed

if this cheap power is ever utilised.

There has been spent by myself, friends and

associates, on this project close to one Billion

dollars. I would like to mention two outstanding

men of the entire organisation -.- Boyal D. Salisbury,

of Denver, Colorado who has worked inieeasingly for
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seventeon yarn, who gave up all of his other

business and everything he had, even to mortgaging

hit home.

A. C» Peace, of Vinita, furnished me the first

money that I ever secured from anyone and has furnish*

ed all the money he could, whenever it was needed,

since that time. Although he is now very poor,'

be does not hesitate to give every cent he can wfcanf

I need money for traveling expanses on this project*

GRAND RIVER DAM AUTHORITY CREATED.

In the years that followed, the proposal was

made that the Federal Government finance the dam

as a combined electrification end flood control

project. A bill was passed in the Oklahoma state
9

Legislature, creating the Grand River Authority

and giving i t power to issue #15,000,000 worth of

self-liquidating revenue bonds, in order that they

could take advantage of any appropriation the

Federal Government might offer*
'V V .
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of the authority at present are Ray

HoNaughton, of Miatii, Oklahoma, chairman; Oven

D. Butler, ot Grote, secretary; B. P. Colley,

Tulsa; Ed Lightner, Glar«aor»; Karl ffard, Pryor;

Guy Krouaa end U« Dunoon, of Moakog»«; Ollln

Perkin«, H«ary«tta;and George Scha»fer, Vinita.

la AugJist^W^ the PWA off ic« at Oklahoma

City turned the project down, with the rwsoinmendation.

that a survey of %bm**lj&r and s i t e be made. Represen-

tat ive Wesley S« Disney, of Tulsa* vent t o President

Roosevelt and' aalead him to order the far Department

to make the survey, out of flood control appropria-

tions* This was approTea and the engineers went

to work, out of Vinita , in ltorasfter, 1936, on a

$125,000 appropriation.

$300,000,000 SABU4BKSD FOB FIJU

A to ta l of three hundred mi l l ion dol lars mis

ear-marked for the PWA when the huge one b i l l i o n

f ive hundred mi l l ion dol lar relief b i l l was passed
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la 1935* end Senator Blasr Thomas, of Oklahoma, had

the amount increased to $359,000,000 to talcs oare

of the GBrand Biver Dam project- and another dam to .

be e»ct«d by an iuthority in MotAana.

Senator Thomas In Jtina, 1937, introduoed an

aawa&rognt to the P?A b i l l to broaden i t s powers, so

aa to include phase* of the Grand Hirer Bern project

in doubt of approval, The b i l l has remained

atatlo .so far, awaiting completion of the surrey,
it

Two fin*! steps remain before the matter of the

Grand River Dem is settled — the approval by S.
»

H. Barley, budgst director, for the BPA# vhose ap-

provsl i s a routine requirement end who has given

every indication that he will approve the bill*,

Then it * i l l be up to the President of the tJhited

States, His approval or rejection will bs final; ^

The United Ststos proposes to side with the

Grand Stiver Authority in building the Fenssoola Dem

for two reasons, flood control and hydro-electric
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power. Irrigation may be a third phaee, but It

is yet undeveloped*

FLOOD COKTHOL PHASE.

Eight and a quarter million of dollars of the

proposed #20,914,000 project would be given by

the federal Government in an out-right grant aa

flood control expense. Engineers have calculated

that the Peneecola Oaa would reclaim about 100,000

aorea: of rich bottom land on the lower Arkansas,

in addition to providing numerous smaller benefits

on the up-river streams and.creeks* which periodi-

cally flood the adjacent lands. It would enable

man to lower the flood stage of the Mississippi at

New Orleans a foot or more.

From the PIA would dome #12,645.000 aa hydro-

eleotrtc expense. F6Yty*»five p^xCoent of this would

be in a direct grant- The Grand Slver Dam Authority

would borrow the remaining 55 pex£ccntt by issuing
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#6,974,750 of bond*, paying 4 per cent in teres t . -

MAONTPUDS NO? GSASFBD,

2\sw person* rea l i s e the magnitude of t h e Grand

Rlter project . I t would rank about aixth in the

United States In seope of operations. The 150

t o 169 fee t of concrete would bring Ponsacola. Dam

t o more than twice the height of the Bagnell Dam

on the 0»ag« River in Missouri, which createa the

lake of the Oaaxks. Cement would be poured 600

fee t thick at the beuse of the dam tapering t o eighty

feet in thickness at the top .

Stretching 6,150 fee t frcm bank to bank^ the

Pansacola Dam would be three times as long as the

Bagnell Dao end the l s k e ^ 1,300 miles of

shore l i n e trould enable i t t o s l ide over the

Lake of the Oaarka. The l a t t e r lake, however, nearly

ISO miles long, far surpasses In length the Oklahoma

project, with i t s 57 o l i o s length. At i t s widest
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point west of GroTe, the lake would not exceed eight

miles in width*

Sngtneers have estimated that Bensacola alone

would produce from 60,000 to 65,000 kilowatts of

e lectr ic i ty daily, or enough to supply ninety

c i t i e s the s i as of Miami, Oklahoma, with power for

industrial and domestic uaa. The annual capacity

woula a* available to any c i ty , or community,

within a 800 laile radius,

During construction i t would exoeed in s ize

any dam whose erection, has ever been attempted in

this part of the country* A tota l of 7,431,410

man hours of ocfsmon labor would be used. About

2,500 men would be employed in this phase alone for

nearly three years* *

The work of buying up and clearing off the

59,000 acres of land to t>« condemned would be in

Itself an tomsnae task. Tive miles of railroad

on the Frisco would have to be raised on s t i l t s
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at tha axpanaa of tha Authority. About 4,000

individual trecti of land la Mayaa, Delaware and

Ottawa oounties would have to to cleared. Highway

59, through Grova would probably have to ba ra-routad,

poaaibly tia tha naw roadway, that would go ovar

th# dam itaalf•

NOTL:

From the Tulsa .Vorld, a deily newspaper published
at Tulsa, .Oklahoma, of about the dc-te of this man uscript,
we quote:

Most folks think cf the Grtnd Hiver-dam area in
terms of industrial and agricultural prosperity.

But to the' Oklahoma State .-.rcheolo^ical society
this section is rich with relics of the state's
mysterious past which must be unearthed before the flood
waters seal them forever from posterity.

'In this important race with time, the society will
launch an archeological survey of the entire area to
locate the-earnerous sites of the ancient mound builders
and bluff dwellers, it was learned here Saturday night.

"Aerial Photographs to expedite locations will be
made," Dr. Forrest JB. Clements, diversity of Oklahoma
archaeologist, declared here Saturday. "Then the ground
studies will be made to select the ty,>e sites which ' >
appear to offer the most relica."

Doctor Clements indie? ted that it would usually take
at le&st a year and one-half but with members rushing the
survey and employing time-savers, they hope to be tnrouga
_i. six months. The society last ye&r launched a project



272
HQLOSRMAN, HMRY C. INTERCITY. /

18

to,make a.survey of the en t i r e s t a t e but a re just
now concentrating e f for t s on tl e dara crea because of
the short t ime.

"There m"st be several hundred s i t e s in the '.vhcle
a rea , " Doctor Clements p red ic ted . "But, of course , we
would only se lec t a part of those for archaeological
excavat ions. That i s possibly the g rea t e s t archaeo-
log i ca l center in the entire^ s t a t e and socie ty members
feel t ha t i t i s imperative t i a t excavations precede
the flooding of the a rea . "

With the go^rnment ge t t ing t i t l e to the lands .for
the dam projec t , the expense of obtaining digging
r i g h t s would thus be obviated. In some instances of
pr iva t e ownership there i s acme d i f f icu l ty > iri ge t t ing
t i g h t s for archaeological excavations.

We bel ieve the above is en
interesting part of the Project
Mr. Holderman has so graphically

s outlined. Ed.
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