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Interview yith Henry G. Holderman

R. F. D.#3, Vinita, Oklahoma.
Interviewer, James R. :
Carselowey, September 15,1937

Indian Territory, near the Kansa 1 line. I was

six years old when my father hé

ox team. I sometimes &g
trips, end while at the wator mill at Spavinew, I
. would sit under 11 and watch the water turn
the wheel and ’/tﬁo machinery.
For several years the most of my play-time was

spent in hui}éng dems in the little prairie branches.
DAY our p}i/co. and in b\iuding mills.

ncp!I was about sixteen ysars old, I rode.

horse-back to the Grand River, and then rode down

to the mouth of the river, looking for a place to

build a dam. ] coCo e '

About the year of 1896, I interested my older

brother, Bert T. Holderman, who was studying
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‘engineering, at Spsulding's Gommercial 6011030,

at I&amu City, H:lnourt. and he aocurod two of his
clus-m;on. and we built a little house-boat, and
1oadod our camping and engineering equipment in i¢,
and rlmtod down the rivor.‘ and surveyed every

place which looked as though it wers a possibdle aite
for a dem., W went to the mouth of the river,

and at.that time decided. that the point which iz now
celled the Pensasola Dam Site, was the only point
on the riwer. on which it ut;uld bo practicadle to -
tuild a large dam.

"About mirty;ho ;ma ago I became connected
with ¥r. S. M. Porter (now deceased) of Caney,
Kansas, in the promotion of a railroad from Caney,
Km-as to Memphis, Tmnnm. I was pleced in chaygo
of the field work, and the survey,with Mr. A. C.

Titus as chief enginser. During this time I interest.
od Mr. Forter and his associstes in the dam project,
and we made a portion of the survey for irrigation.

at that time,
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In 1911, I organized the Grand River Power and
Elestric Company, composed of myself, as president;
B. L. Stegall, a banker of Strang, snd my wife,
Maude A. Holderman, as incorporators,

I then took the matter up with Mr, J. F. Robine

Oklahoma
son, of Miaml,/who was very much interested, but who
‘docidod that it was too big a proposition for hinm
to handle.
" bout that time Mr, C. H. Fenstermscher, then
of Muskogee, tried to interest Muskogee buminess
nen, snd we amployed a man by ths name of GCunther,
of the Muskcawe Eleatric Company, who made & survey
and report for the Muskogse people. ’

In 1920,\through the u;istanca of Mr. 7. L.
Rippey, Mr. Royal D. Salisbury, an sngineer of
Denver, Colorado, becams interested. A new company
was formed, consisting of myself, T. L. Rippey,

C. H. Feustermacher, ¥. B. Collins and Roysl D.

Salisbury.
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- This oompeny made & complete auﬁey. ana'rirat
took -the proposition up with Chicago c;apitaliatsa
They were interested, but wanted to make a gigantic
"watersd stock” selling schems of it, which we ree
fused to do. ' '

Finally in 1980, Hugh Cooper, another ongineer,
took hold of the projest, and through hix the
Tational Oity Benk, of New York,became interssted,
so that they agreed to 1ssue and asll bonds to
fTinence the project,

The report made b; tﬁo sngineers disclosed.
that the dam could be erscted, ‘transmiseion lines
put up, and electricity generated for consumption
at a total coat of $22,000,000, which would mean
" about 008 per kilowatt an ha@. ﬁ
"l'ho New York bank had everything rsady to start
. work on selling tiw bond issues. . The men vhp con~

stituted the Northeast Oxlahoma Hydro-electrie

§

Company were called in, and then learnsd that a
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bond issue of $40,000,000 was planned. Salis-

bury recomnended, that we refuse to ;oqopt the of'fer
on those terms, as it would place the cost of ‘gene
eration too high, and we turned the offer down.

We then started all ower sgain. to interest |
other financdiers. Sherman Rogers wus appz.;oached.“
and he agreed to build the dam for $38,000,000,
with & Montreal, Canada bank to do the finaneing,
which would again plaos the cost of pmducing'
,elsctiicity at a prohiditive price.

Again the proj‘tet =§a turned down by its
originators, and they went to Jim Robinson, of
Misni, Oklahoma, who died at the vsry ti;no he bad the
project assured, and once more we were back at the
beginnﬁs.

Wash Hudson, of Tulsa,was interested in the
project, but 1t gradually edged into the power of
the U‘ulitioa. and the Insull Utilities, of Chicago)
appropriated money for its construction and then

Insull crashed. )
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About the year 1923, I took into partner-
ship a promoter fronm Ganadarby the name of
D. W. Althouss, and all of the assets of the
Grand River Hydro-slectric Company were sold to '
»uthméfmg-mu,:w—aowmﬁ contract witk-the
Trailor,” Dewey Construction Company to build ¢the
' dam, We also employed sm engineer, G. G.
Rodehamel, 2nd tomsther with the engineers for
| the construstion conpany madc & gomplete new

né'ny of tho cnnrc project.

¥

Althou.a wont to Chicago and WMontreal to
ascure the money for consiruction purposes, but
without sucoess.

I then orgmized a new corporation, called
the Oklahoma Hydro-slectiric Company, with Trecy
¥ilkeraon, Abram Staxfield and M. E. Schul =as
1ncorporatqra. Later, Miss E. M, Wildmen was

taksn into the corporation.
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Thie corporation purchased 712 aores of land,
covering thp big dam site. now known as the Pensacola
Dam Site. I sold all of the assets of the Grand
River Hydro-electric Company. to this company for
504 of the company stook. -

Jointly, with {he members of the Grand River
Hydro;o‘;;ctnc Ooxpany, we made a deal. with J. F.
Rcbinnon. of Miami, Oklamhoma, to promote and finence
the coustruction of the large dem. lir. Robingon
mgdc a new survey, with Viétor H. cc;chran, of Tulsa,
a8 his chief anginesr, and had a deal made with
financial people. that after he had spent §3,000,000
on construction, they would purchase a bond issue
for the balance of the monay. But Mr. Robinson's
health failed, and he was unable to proceed with .
hia con-trwt.

Mr. Robingon called a mseting of all parties

interested, and asksd permisstion fc turn everything
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over %o Wash Hudson, of Tulsa, which permission °
was granted,

Wash Hudson organiged- & naw company, known
as the Gran;!pHydm, and made a contrast with the
Grand River Hydro-elactric Company giving them
3100,(_)00 for their interests. He alao made a
contract with me for an interest in the projec%w
as furtier compensation.

¥r. Hudson's company onplgoyed the Pargo
Engineering Company, of Jackson, Michigam, which
made a complets survey of the entire stream, and
located and drilled ocut four dam sites, but for some
reason. this company failed to finance and quit,
which left the Oklahx;m Hydro Rlectric Company as
the only corporation holding eny lands or rights
on the stream.

In 1935, Mr. S. D. iilliami, of Los Angeles,
California. took an option from the ouand@a Bydrowe

7
xloctﬁc Scmpany, and apde a contract. with members
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of the old Grend River Hydro Elestric Company, 2nd &
. The .

procesded to check all old nurveyapfi{éo & complets
air-plane survey, took and tested soil aampies
from two million acres of land, &nd'approved the
onti:re proposition. of a large hydroesiectric develop~
ment. snd of & two million a{)ro irrigetion plen.

Williamg. then %took the matter up with financial
interests. in the West who exyressed themselves as
willing %o finance the entires projecs, pljoyided Mx,
#illiems could secure the. po-opemtion of ths Stgto
.and Faderal Governments b'c‘xt\ owing to the fact. that
the Ecd@ Government was contemplating eonstmcting‘
‘this dam themsslves, Mr. Williams failed to sscure
any co—_oin(‘ation. |

During this entire period of about 40 years,
surveys have been made by mdr, and party first,
then by the following enginesrs, 2nd, C. E. Benneti;

Srd, W. K; Palmer; 4th, Plummer C., Darrow; Stb,
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,B. H. Gunther; 6th, Royal D. Sslisbury; 7th,

G. C. Rodehamel; 8th, George Stein; 9th, Viotor
Cookiran; 10th, Jim Bisch; 1Ith, Fargo Kngxnoeémg '
Compeny; 12th, 8. D. williams; isth. the United
stutes Govermment. |

1 have bn;x connelted with all. of. these sur-
vays, except the last, and I:,borc all of the oxpom;e p
of five of 1’.!3.1:1.~ and my portion of the expense of .
all the rest, except two. ) |

I have algo prospected for minerals. for
manufssturing purposesa. over-an argd as far out in
every direction as the electricity from this plant -
gould be used profitably. I have looated 52
ditfaram;. ki}nls of minerals, which will be devsloped
if this cheap power is ever utiliged. _

There has been spsnt by myself, friends and
associatés, on this project. close to one million
dollar;. I would like to bention two outstanding
men of the sntive organization -~ Hoyal D. Salisdury,
of Denver, Golorado who has worked infeeaaingi}y for
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seventeon years, who gave up all of his other
business and everything he had, even to mortgag;ng
his home, | .

A. C. Peace, of Vinita, furnished me the fTirst
money that I ever secured from enyone snd hes furnishe
ad all the money he could, whenever iy was needed,
since that time. Although he 13 now very poor,”
he does not hesitate to glwe every cent 'he can wm\

I need monay for traveling expenses om this project,

[

GRAND RIVER DAM AUTHORITY CRREATED.
In the years that followed, the proposal was.

made that the Federal Governmsnt finance the dam

_as a combined electrification snd flood control

project, A bill was passed in the Oklahoma State
Legislature, oreating the Grand River Authority.
and giving it po'or to issue 315.000,000 worth of
self-ligquidating revenue bonds, in order that thoy
could take advantage of any appropriation the

Federal Government might offer.

R YR
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Members of tha authority at present ars Hay
MoNaughton, of Mimmi, Oklahoma, chairmen; Owen
| D. Butier, of Gi'ove. secratary; R. P,\ Colley,
_ Tulss; Ed Lightner, Claremore; Eerl §ard, Pryor;
- Guy Krouse end M. Duncan, of Mﬁakogae; 0llin
‘ Perkins, Henrysttaj;and George Schasfer, Vinita. '

In August,1935 the PWA office. at Cklahona
City turnod the project down, with the recomsendation
that a survay of the-river aund site be made. Represen-
tative Wesley E. Diunqy, of Tulsa, went to Piréeident
Roosevelt and saked him to order the We;r Department
to -make the aurvey,' éut of rlooq cﬁntml appropria-
tions. This wes approved and the engineers ‘went
to work, out of Vinita, in Nevember, 1936, on a

$125,000 appropriation.

$300,006,000 RARMARKED FOR PWA.
. A total of three hundred million dollars ws
ear-marked for ithes PWA when the huge one biliion
five hundred miliion do],lar melief bill was passed
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in 1935, and émator Elmer Thomas, of Oklahoma, had
the amount mro;sgd to $359,000,000 to take sare
of the Grend River Dam projest. and amother Gem to
be erected ‘by an hi‘horit‘y in Monsana.

Senator Thomé in June, 1937, {ntroduced an
' amendment to the ow. bill to broaden its powera.," 80
as to include phases of the Grand River Dem project
in doudt of approval, | The b{1 has rexz;ainea (
a;atic .80 far, awaiting completion of- the survey.
Pwo findl steps ruain‘botoro\ the matter of t!'xo‘ e

>

Grend River Dam is settled a~ the approval by E.

H. Burley, budgst diracto're for the P;iA; ‘whose ap—" -

, proval' is a rgntiga requirement ar;d who has given

"?ry fudication that ha will apprové the bill, ,

Then it will b6 up to the Presidwat of the United

States. ik appoval o refestic will be final; .
The United Statos proposes to side with the

Grand River uthority in butldiug'the Peusacola Dem

for two rcﬂuou". Tlood control and lmlro—'.loctric
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power., Irrigation may be a third phass, but it

P

is yet undevseloped. N 4

‘ ¥FLOOD CONTRHOL I;HA?E. ‘

. Eight and s quarter milifon of dollars of the
proposed '8(;’,914,000 project would be given by
the Federal ooprmnt in an outeright grant as
flood control expense. BEngineers have calculgteti
that the Pensacola Da:n would reclaim about .100,000
acres. ot rich boftom lnnd: on the lower Arkansas, ‘
in addition to providing numerous smaller benefits.
on $he up-river streams and oreeks, whioh periodi-
oally rloo;l the adjacent lands. It would enable
man to lower the flood stage of the Mississippi st
New Urleans a fc;ot or more.

* From the PW#A would dome $12,643,000 as hydro-
i -lcot;ic‘umc. FPorty-five peroent of this would
be in a dim§ grant., The ‘Grpnd River Dam Am:hority~
would borrow t{xo remaining 55 pexluvent, by issuing
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- $6,974,750 of bonds, paying 4 per cent interest.-

MAGNYTDDE ROT GRASPED,
¥evw persons realize the magnituds of the Grand
Riwr projects It would rank about afxth in the
United States in scops of opemtig{xa. The 150

to 169 feet of conerete would btring Pensacole Deam

‘0 more than twice the height of the Bagnell Dar

on the Osags River in Missouri, which createa the

269

lake Oof the Ozarks, Cement would be poursd 50%

feet thick at the base of the dam {apering to sighty

fest in thickness at the top. |
Stretehing 6,150 fest fram bank to beuk, ti

Pensacola Dam would be thres times as long as the

Bagnell Dem amd the 1ske's 1,300 miles of

shore line would epable it to alfde over the

Lake of the Ozarks. The latter lake, however, nearly

150 miles long, far surpasses 1n length the 6'k1ghoma

s,
project, with its 57 miles length. At its widest
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point wast of Grove, the lake would not excesd eight
miles in width, |

Engingeers have estimated that Pensacola alone
would produce fram 60,000 to 65,000 kilowatts of
eslectricity daily, or enocugh %o m'pply ninety -
cities the aim» of Miemi, Qklahoma, with power for
1ndmtrié} and domea*;ic uss., The annual capacity
would de availabla' to my oity, or commnity,

within & 200 mile radius.

During construction it would exceed in size. '
any dam whose erection has ever been sttempted in
this part of the coundry. A Rotal of 7,431,410
man hours of cm'qn labor would bes used. Aboug
2,500 men would bs employed in this phase alone for
nearly three years. A

The work of duying up and clearing off the
59.0%6 acres of lend to bs condexmed would bs in
itself an immense tesk. Tive miles of railroad

on the m.bo would ‘have Yo be raised on stilts
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at the expenss of the Au%hority. About 4;000
Mﬂdnal trects of land in Mayes, Delaware and
Ottawa counties would have to be cleared. Highway
89, through Grove mﬁd probably ‘have to bs re-routed,
possibly via the new roadway, that would go over

the dmm itself.
MM\

NOT.:

From the Tulsa .orld, a deily newsjuper piblished
at Tulsa, Oklahoma, of about the dete of this men uscript,
we quote:

Most folks think of the Grend River-dem zrea in
terms of imdustrial and agricultural nrosperity.

But to the Gklahoma Stete ~rcheologicel society
this ‘section is rich with relics of the state's
mysterious past which must be unearthed before the flocd
waters sesl them forever from posterity. .

*In this importent race with time, the society will
launch an archeological suivey of the entire area to
locate the -mumerous sites of the ancient mcund builders
and bluff dwellers, it was leerned here S8aturday night.

"Aerial Photogrephs to expedite locaticns will be
made," Dr. Forrest B, Clements, ‘niversity of lkle&homa
archaeologist, declared here Saturday. "Then the ground
studies will be made to select the ty)e sites which ¥
appear to offer the messt relics.m

Doctor Clements indic: ted that it wculd usually teke
at leust a year and one-half but with members rushing the
survey and employing time-savers, they hope to be througa
-3. 8ix months. The society last year launclied & project
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to_meke a. survey of the entire state but are just
now concentreting efforts con tle dam trea beciuse of
the short time. ’ . .

"There m-st be severcl hundred sites in the whcle
area," Doctor Clements predicted. "But, of course, we
would only select a onart of those for archaeologicel
excavetions. That is possibly the greatest archaeo-
logicel center in the entire state and scciety members
feel that it is imperetive tlat excavations precede
the flooding of the area."

With the gowvernment getting title to the lands for
the dam pro ject, the expense cf obtaining digeging
rights would thus be obviated.- In some instances of
private ownership there is scme difficulty,id getting
rights for archaeological é€xcavations.,

“We believe the sbove is en

interesting part of the Project

Mr. Holderman hes so graphically
~ outlined, Ed,
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