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Nannie Lee Burns
Investigator
January 24, 1938.

Interview with Charles Lacy,
323 B- Southeast, Miami, Oklahoma.

My father, George Lacy, «as born in Saint Louis, Missouri,

November, 1846 and my mother, ..'issouri Caroline Gordon Leoy,

was born in the Carolinas, April 1, 1850.

Mother's people came f irst to Missouri, where the Missouri

was added to her name. Later they returned to the Carolines

during the CiTil "Sar but after the War they returned to their

former hone, near Saint Joe, Missouri.

Father, when a young roan, joined the Southern Army and

was with stonewall Jaokson at New Orleans and elsewhere in the

old South. After the War he returned to Saint Louis and from

there he drifted to Saint Joe, Missouri, where he met my mother

and where they were married and "there nineteen miles e»it of

Saint Joe I was born July. 18, 1869.

Tfc<r Indian Country

In the y»a* of 1881, my parents first came to thifl country

flfhen we reached the /Territory line south of Baxter Springs,

Kansas, we ware stopped by the United states soldiers and asked
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for our passes to enter the Indian country but Father, haying

been to ld by fr iends who l i ved "here how to get by, repl ied

that we nere coming here to v i s i t fr iends who l ived in the

Ottawa Nation, so we were allowed to en ter .

Before the end of the year no raVaime* to our Missouri

home and i t was not u n t i l the year of 1883 that we returned

to the Ottawa Nation to l i v e . Here Father s e t t l e d on what

was ca l led Government Row, a l i t t l e over a quarter o f a mile

east of the present v i l l a g e of Ottawa, then a pert o f the s i t e

of the old Ottawa Mission School.

The Mil i tary Road.

The old Mil i tary flSad between Baxter Springs, Kansas,

and Fort Gibson, passed about a fuarter north and west of

us through what i s now ca l l ed the old Baldwin Grove. This

road in the early days was tb,e only roat. through t h i s pre-

seat c o u n t y *ni bes ides being used as a highway of t rave l

was used by the Government to transport t h e i r suppl ies from

Baxter Springs t o Fort Gibson. Over t h i s road alao marched

the Government s o l d i e r s .



IACT, CHARI£S. BffOTIE. . 12775

Leering Baxter Springs coming south, they cams almost due

south to the now Abran's H i l l , passing on the east side of the

h i l l to the south at a l i t t l e point of timber an* continuing

southward to flock Creek, at a point almost a quarter due south

and a very l i t t l e east of the present LincolnYille. Here at

the Rock Creek Spring they crossed Stock Creek and the worn

crossing in the banks s t i l l shows, though the spring has ceased

flowing since the dowatering of the mining region neer. S t i l l

south they came to the old Baldwin Grore which is one-half a

mile north and west of Ottawa, Here the soldiers woulA camp

for the night and I have pioked up many bullets here*

From here they continued south and east to the Pooler*s

Ferry across the Neoeho Hirer, south and bearing westward to the

present s i te of Fair land, through that town s t i l l south and west-

ward to the Trott Stand on Horse Creek and s t i l l south and west-

ward across the Ottawa County l i n e .

Pooler 's Ferry

I worked off and on for Mose Pooler who owned the Pooler

Ferry for about twenty years and muoh of the time stayed with

the family.
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Before the Ottawas came to t h i s country from Kansas, t h i s

waa a pa r t of the Cherokee Nation and thiB fer ry a t t ha t tirae

was ovraed and operated by the Cherokee s. An o i l Che:okee,

Colonel Joe Martin, owned one-half i n t e r e s t and the r e s t was

owned by two Shawnees, Jack McGlain and Torn s tand. The place

that Mcse Pooler bought vixen he oame to th isoountry before tha

saein body of the Ottawaa oame vias the home of Tom Stand.

Mose Pooler , Joe King and a few o the r Ottawas came to the

present Ottawa Nat ion before 1870 to prepare for the coming of

the main par t of the t r i b e , which came in 1870. so , of cours*

they selected their home«Ltea anJ looks* a f t e r the reracnral of

o thers who had se t t l ed on the l a n i s purchase! by the Ottawas

ani Mos« Pooler bought the olaim of Tom Stand and the r i g h t s

to the fe r ry ani the old bui ld ings t ha t were here then.

Stand 's home was an old two-room log house surrounded by

cedars and the old s tage room was a weatherboarded bui lding

one and * half s t o r i e s high and about twenty foot square. Then,

too , there as a log horse barn where the stage teams wer« kept

as the d r i r e r a of the stage going each way changed horses o r

nul«s here aaah day and the ones l e f t behind hed to^be kept
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u n t i l t h e i r d r i v e r ' s return the next day. Mose aoon erected

be t t er build Inge end he shedded t h e old stage-room on each

• l i e and made a barn of i t and erected a two-story frame

house for his family.

There was an old burying ground, near the house and his

son, Albert, one day when ploughing, ploughed up a skeleton

which for a long time hung in the barn.

Once 1 asked Mose what was the most money that he erer

made and he said that onoe when the Government was moving

some soldiers and supplies over this road that the Government

paid him a $100.00 a day for ten days for ferrying the soldiers

and the supplies.

I began to work for Pooler in 1883, worked at the ferry

part of the time and worked for him off and on for twenty years*

Much of the time when 1 was not needed at the ferry 1 was herd-

ing oattie. Occasionally 1 would get a job of helping drive

a bunoh of cattle from the big pastures here as far ac Fort

Scott, Kansas, e t c

Pooler ran.the ferry until after the ferry was established

at Miami and Noel Dagenotte put in one east of him on Spring
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River. Later, Dmgenette, with the help of Tom Griffith,

built a toll bridge there which is now the present bridge

structure orer Spring River on the highway between Miami end

Seneca, Missouri*

In those days there were two factions struggling for

leadership among the Ottawas. Mose Pooler headed the fac-

tion that seemed to be the store successful fro* a financial

view and John Sarly headed the other,faction that was always

trying to get somewhere,. Early was chosen to the council but

nrrer realized his desire of being chosen ohief. Early"s and

Fooler*s first wives were sisters. I have known Pooler to

kill twenty-five hogs at one time and have seen Early rustle

for hit atat*

East of the present Friend's Church at Ottawa about

eighty yards art the markings of an old mound in the middle

of which an old stump has been out off* It looks more ilk*

where you have seen people bank up around a house when the

foundation is bad. This was here when we came in 1883.

Sfcst of Ottawa near Spring River, there was a big cir-

ole of rock about a hundred feet tfoross and at the old Tom

Sing place near were the markings of-an old field*
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The Big Pasture

Soon a f t e r we came he re , H. H. Croweli, who i a s a banker

at Baxter Springs, Kansas, leased a l a rge acreage from the

rOttawae, including where the c i t y of JUami now i s , end in

considerat ion he gave the Ottawaa a th ree hundred foot se ine

and a shotgun. John Early gpt the shotgun and the seine was

used by anyone who wanted to go f i sh ing . Often a par ty would

get together and go f i sh ing with t h i s sain* ana sometimes get

a thousand pounds of f i sh in a days t ime.

Mr. Crowell furnished the sharpened pos t s and the wire

del i rared along the l i n e of the fenoe of the Big Pas ture and

ay fa ther and ifoae Pooler took the cont rac t to s e t the pos t s

and s t re tch the wire around the pas ture for $25.00 per mi l e ;

I helped to s t r e t ch the wi re . The northwest corner of the

fence coraraencad at t h e Neosh© River on the nor th bank a t t h e

old George Finley place j u s t northwest of Miami and ran eas t

following the t r i b a l l i n e between the l e o r i a s and the Ottawa*

to t h e B i l l Merriss place which i s about f ive mi le s , then south

to the Mil i tary Hoad which i t followed on t h e we?t side of t h e

road to the Neoaho RiTar. The r l T t r was the south fenoe.
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Here Crowell ran h i s cettl'd u n t i l the aettlement o f the

Ottawa* Inside of the pasture foroed him to abandon the pasture.

The Government had surveyed the t r i b a l l i n e eouth of the Peoria

ani Miami Nation from the eastern boundary of the s t a t e , west

to the K$oaho River and had narked the surrey at regale r inter*

va ls with large limestone rooks s e t in the ground. These rocks

had a P chise led on the north s ide of the rook and an 0 for

Ottawa on the south s i d e . The fende was a post and three barb-

ed wire one.

Besides the o a t t l e that Crowell pastured here he * ould

allow others to graze in t h i s pasture and at one time I was

looking a f t e r a bunoh of 150 horses for Hunter and Huff* We

did not herd them a l l tho time but we had a s a l t trough east

of Miami a t the now Guy Jennison farm and would s a l t them

occas ional ly and round them up, but vie l o s t some of them and

soae t i a e af ter the herd had been sold I saw a prominent man
*

driving a team of those horses; I knew them by their brand.

We had the horses here in 1888. Tom Griffith also pastured

in the Big Pasture.
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Othir Catt lemen.

The Quapaws had no. stook of t h e i r own an* few of t h e

Peoriae owned any , nor did the Ottawas have many a s they came

here i n 1870. So a l l north o f the Neoaho was graz ing country

in the early days*

Al Dively from Baxter Cpringe pastured fce^e and Yates

and McBoy of Baxter 3prings owned cattle that they grazed

one mile south of Ottawa* John Yates was the boss and Ike

Williams and I worked for him until the Indian Agent came

one day and took Ike back to the ûapaw Mission to school,

where he stayed until he went to Carelile.

Three Ooodner brothers from Baxter Springs, Lew and
__________

Clide a ad I do not re^ejgbju^-the-TiSmeof the other brother,

had/cattle ranch northeast of Miami.

The Bakers of Baxter Springs had ranches near the Peoria

sohoolhouse ana northwest of Miami in the old Milt Drake

neighborhood. f

The Neilors of Baxter also had ranohes in the northwest

part of the oouaty and south of the Stats lint* Tuey supplied

mich fresh neat for the oaptite Indians held at different times
in this county.
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Ertokson, who had a ranch east of the present c i t y of

Goaja«ro©, handle* mostly horses which he brought from Texas.

Knight, not far away, furnished, meat t o the miners at

Wei* City, Kansas.

Xt was aotlce&ble m those days that we had too re bo r so a on
were

thia side of tho Heosho than/on ¥he other side an* more horses

in the east fcalf on tkia side of ti\e Haoaho than in the ves t

half . Most of tha big oat t i e drives went nest of t h i s co\jaty

to Chstopa, Kanaae, and even farther «»st and more horses

were driven along the Military Boai than along the t r a i l s west.

Bural Life*

One year w« rented from Wat Jennison n«&r Ottawa ani hs

rastrved a room in our house for the Quaker preachar. They

hai a fr iend's Church at Ottawa when we came here which was

bui l t in 1880, I think.

A pastor by the nasts of Quiggins was staying at our

plaot when Susan Utter , an Indian woman, brought a white

mm to. the house and told the parson that they wanted to

get aarrisd. He aarried thea and l a t e r she case teok and
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to ld h l a that he had married th«gi and aha 414 not lite* h la

and now aha wanted h i a t o unaarry them.

In those days soaa Indiana had two wires but the

GOYeraaent atoppad thia a s rapidly a s p o s s i b l e , Tha l a s t

mix I knew to hat* two wires was Preacher F i e l d s .

Byen than there ware two d i s t i n c t olaaaaa of Indian

oi t izans* There ware those who had good homes and plenty

of stock around them, had good dr iv ing horses and carr iages

and «ent t h * i r aoaa and daughters away to bt aduoeted and

than th©r«*$e_re the laaa fortunate Indiana who never owned

a horse and nerer went Tery fer f r o « hoae and who knew l i t -

t l e about t h a country around tha* .

Tha coat our of tha country ha a changed a t ouch as tha

people of those days* Jones Lake. «&& southeast o f Miami

near the packing p l a n t , today t h i s i s a part of tha land

occupied by the packing plan% and Borasahoe Lake, Just north*

west o f Miaul ^vas in those days too deep to se ine in but today

i s a noddy morass l a s s than waist deep, Sven the Neooho River

has changed «uoh. I t used t o hare t o be f err ied most o f the

t i n e and now 1$ can be forded most o f t h e year at th t shallow

forts.
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Be had f«w ohurohea, i n f a a t , the one at Ottawa and

aarvloee at Peoria and Wyandotte were about a l l . Our amuse-

nants were iftu&t we a&de them* One Fourth of July I remember

not iurrl&g anywhere to gp, a bunoh of ua gathoset toge ther

and f»ol ieA t h a t *• woul i taka t h e hounia and hava a wolf

ohaoa. Wa s t a r t o i aoaathl^g near the fieoaho Rlvor and a f t er

running the wolf u n t i l the K i t t l e o f the afternoon, our hounta

ran eown a rat fox*

Carriage .

Uy pa rant a a o v e i t o Baxter i n the Spring of 1887 but more*

baok in 1889 but X continued t o work in t h l e part o f the country

an* Deoeotber 6 , 1904, I wae narr iec to Lul& Jones, a cous in t o

the wife o f Moaas Pooler .

We continued to l i v e In the v l o i n l t y of Ottawa for many

years an* there our eon waa b o m an* we adopted our daughter

who la sow a Senior a t Haakel l . Only a few yeara before ay

w l f e ' e death did we s o r e t o Miami and t o the now* where X

now l i v e *


