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Indian-Pioncer Iiistory Projcct for Oklahoma

Field Work~r'c name Napnie Lee Burns
Tis rcport made on (date) Janyary 24 193 8
. - L4
1. Neme Charles IR0y
2. Post 0r'fice Address 323 B. Southeast, Miami, Oklahome.
?3. Residonce address (or locution)
4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month ___ July Day 18  Year 1869
5. Place of birth Bast of Smint Jos, iissouri
'r
6. liame of Fathcr George lacy Place of birthSt. Louls,
8
Other intormation atout father Born November, 1846.

7. Neme of Mothcr Missouri Caroline Gordon LaG¥place of iirthCarolinas

Otrer information about mother Born April 1, 1850.

. N

Notes or compl.te murr=tive by tlre {icld \-d'rker deal ing with the 1ife and
story of the ,ercon interviewed, Rcf.r to Manual for suxrcsted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shect: 1]&“ necessury and attach firmly to
-
‘I

this forms Number of shocts attoched 12 .
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Nennie lse Burns
Investigator
January 24, 1978,

lnterview with Charles Lacy,
723 B- Southeast, 4iami, Oklehoma,

Uy fatber, George lLacy, was born in Sainmt Lnuis, Missouri,
Kovember, 1848 and my mother, ..issouri Caroline Gordon Lscy,
was born {n the Carclinas, April 1, 1850,

Mother's people came first to Missouri, where the Missouri
was added $0 her name. Later they returhed to the Carolinss
during the Civil #ar but after the War they returned to their
former homs, rnear Saint Jog, ¥issouri,

Father, when a young men, joined the Southern Army and
was with Stonewall Jackson at New Orleans and elsewhere in the
old South.‘ After the War he returned to Saint louls and from

there he drifted to Saint Joe, Missouri, where he met my mother

and whers they were married ani*thera ninsteen miles oast of
saint Joe I_was born July 18, 1869,
The Indian Country
In ?he year of 1881, my parsents rirgt came to this country
When we reached the Territory line south of Baxter Springs,

Kansas, we were stopped by the United States scldiers and asked
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for our passeé %o enter the Indian country but Father, having
been told by frisnds who lived here how %o get'by, replied
that we wers coming here %o visit friends_who lived in the
Ottawa Nation, 80 we were allowed to enter.

Before the end of the year we raturned to our Missouri
home and it was not until the ysar of 1887 that we returnsé
to the Ottawa Nation to live, Here Father settled on what
was called Covernment Row, a 1lit%le over & quarter of & nile
east Of the present village of Ottawa, then a part of the site
of the old Ottawa Missign'School. |
‘ The 3§ilitary Road.

The old Military RSad betwesn Baxter Springs, Kailsaa,
ant Fort Gidvson, paassed about 8 quarter north and west of
us through what is now called the old Baldwin Grove. This
road in the early days was the only roaa through this pre-
'biﬁt‘ebunty ank bssides being used ss a2 highway of travel
was used by the Government to transport their supplies from
Baxter Springs to Fort Gibson. Over this road al g marched

t.h‘o Goverrmant soldiers.
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Leaving Baxter Springs coming south, they cams almoat due
south to the now Abrem's Hill, paasing on the sagt side of the
hill to the south at & little point of timber and continuing
southward to Rock Creek, at & point almost a quarter dus south
and a very little east of the present Lincolnville, Here at
the Rock Crsek Spring they crussed Rock Creek and the worn
crOséing in the banks still shows, though the syring has ceased
tlowing since the dewatering of the mining region neer, Still
south they came to the old 3&ldwin Grove which is one-hsalf &
mils north and west of Ottawa, Here the ;oliiers would camp
for the night and I have pioked up many bullets hare.

From hers they con%inued south ané sast to the Pooler's
Ferry across the Neosho River. south and bearing wesiward to the
present site of Fairland, through that town still south and west-
ward to the Trott Stand on Horse Creek and still south and west-
ward across the Ottawa County line.

Pooler's Ferry

I worked off snd oﬂ for Mose Pooler who owneﬁ thes Pooler

Perry for about twenty years and much of the time staysd with

the family. )
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Before the Ottawas came to this country from Kensas, this
was a part of the Cherokee Hation and this ferry at that time
was owned and operated by the Cherokees. 4n old Che:okse,
Colonel Joe Mixrtin, ownes one;half interest and the rest was
owned by two chawnees, Jack McClain and Tom Stand. The place
. that Mcss Pooler bought when he came tc thiscountry before the
pe in body of the Ottawas cams was the home of Tom Stand,

Mose Poolar, Joe King and a few other Ottaﬁas cames to the
present Ottawa Nationbtsfore 1870 %o prepars for the coming of
the main part of the tvribe, which cames in 1870, 5o, of course
they selected their home sites an. looksd after the removal of
others who had settled on the lands purchased by the Ottawas
ani Moses Fooler bought the clzaim of Tom Stend and the rights
$0 the ferry and the old buildings that wers here then.

Stand's home was an 0ld two-room log houss surrounded by
cedars and the old stags room was a weetharboarded building
one and & half stories high and about twenty foot square. Then,
oo, there as & log horse barn whars the stage teans wer; kept
as the drivers of the stage going each way changed horses or

mules here each day and the ones left behind hed thgg kept

vim
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until their driver's return the next day. Mose soon erected
better build‘ings and he shedded the old stage-room on sach
side and made a barn of it and erected & two-story frame
houss for his family.

There was an 0ld burying ground near the houss and his
son, ‘Albert, one day when ploughing, ploughed up & skelston
which for a long time hung in the barnm. |

Unce 1 asked Mose what was the mo st money that he ever
made and he s:id thet once when the Government was moving
soms soldiers and supplies over this r”oad that the Government
paid him a $100,00 a day for ten days for ferrying the soldiers
and the asupplies.

i begen to work for Pooler in 1883, worked at the ferry
part of the time and worked for him off and on for tweniy years.
Much of the time when 1 was not neséed at the ferry 1 was herd-
ing cattle. Ocoasionally I would get & jo_b of hslping drive
a bunch of cattle from the big pastures here as far ac Fort
Scott, Kansss, e%o. .

Pooler ran the ferry until oftsr ths ferry was establishéd

at Miami and Noel Dagénotte put in one east of him on Spring
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River. Later, Dagenette, with the help of Tom Griffith,
built a toll bridge there which is now the present bridge
strueture over Spring River ;n the highway between Miami end
Seneca, Missouri.

In those deys there were two factions struggligé for
leadership among the Ottawas. Mose P6oler headed the fso-
tion that seemed to be the more successful frowm a financial
view and Jonn Early headed the other . faction that was always
trying to get somewhere. Eerly was chosen to the couneil but
never realized hig desire of being chosen chief. Early's and
Pooler's first wives were sistefl. I have known Pooler to
k{11 twenty-five hogs at ome time and have geen Early rustle
for his meat.

East of the present Friend's Churech ;t Ottawa about
eighty yards are the markings of an o0ld mound in the middle
of uh;ch an old stump has been cut off. It looks mors Like

wheére ycu have seen peopls bank up eround & house when the

.

foundation is bad, This wes here when we cams }n 1883, -

o _
. - e

- ” S i

East of Ottawa near Spring River, there was a bié.oir»
ols of rock about a hundred feet deross and at the old Tom

King place near were the markings of-an old field.
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The Big Pasture

Soon aftsr we came hers, H. R. Crowell, who was a banker
at Baxter sz;ings, Kansas, leased & large acreage froum the
Ottawae, including whers the city of ¥iami now is, end in
oconsideration he gave the Ottawas a three hundred foot seine
and Q shotgun., John Early got the shotgun and the seine was
nsod‘ by anyone who wanted %o [ fishing. Often a ’party would
got together and go fishing with this seine and sometimes get
2 thousand pounds of fish in a dayé time.

Mr. Crowell furnighed the sharpened posts and the wire
delivered along the line of the fence of the Big Pasgture and
my father and Mose 0olsr took the contract to set the posts
and streten the wire around the pasture for $25.00 per mile;
I helped to strestch the wire, The northwest §orner of the
fence cormencad a8t the Neosho River on the north bvenk at the
0lé George Finley place just northwest of Mi&mi and ran easst
following the tribal line between the ieorias and the Ottawas
to the Bill Merriss place which is about five milas, then south
to the Militayy Road which it fpllowed on the west side of the

Yoad to the Neosho River. The river was the south fence.
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Here Crowell ran his cattls until the ysttlement of the
qttawal insids of the pasture forced him to abandon the pasture,
The Government had surveyed the tribal line south of the Feoria
and Mismi Netion from the eastern dboundary of the state, wast
to the Kzosho River and haé marked the survey at reguls r inter-
vals with large limestons rocks set in the ground. These rocks
had a P chiseled on the north side of the rock and ean © for /
Ottawa on the acuth side. The fends was a post and tixree btarb-

‘ ol wire ons.

Besides the cattle that Crowell pastured here he » ould
allow others to greze in this pesture and at one tims I was
looking after & bunch of 150 horses for Hunter and Huff, Ve

did not herd them &1 thn tims but we had a salt trough esst

of Miami at the now Guy Jenunison farm and would sslt them
~occasionally and round them up, but we lost soms of Vthomand
;- ome time after the herd had been s0ld I saw & prominent man

d;'ivxng a teanm of those horses; f kﬁew them by ‘thoir brand.
“We had the horses hers in 1888, Tom Griffith also pastursd

in the Big Pasture.
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Other Cattlemen.

The Quapaws had no. stock of their own and few of the
Peorias owned any, nor did the Ottawas have many as they came
here in 1870. So 8lli north of the Neosho was grazing country -
in the early days.

Al Dively from Baxter Cprings pastuzed Lers and Yates
and McBoy of Baxter .prings owned cattle that they grazed
ons mile south of Ottawa., John Yutes was the boss an&‘Ikc )
Williams and I worked for him until tbe Indian Agent came
ons day and took lke back to the Juapaw Mission to school,
where he stayed until he went to Carslile,

Thres Goodner brothers from Baxter Springs, Lew and
Clide and 1 do not remexb m8 of the other brother,
had /Zattle ranch northeast of Miami.

The Bakers of Baxter épringa had ranches near the rFeoris
schoolhouse sna northweat of Miami in the old Milt Drake . _ A
neighborhood, oy

The Neilors of Baxter also had ranches in the northwest
ypart of the gounty and soush of the Stais Line. Taey supplied

much fresh meat fo: the captive Indisnas halé at different times

in this county.

<~ >
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BErickson, who had a ranch esst of the precent city of

" Commerse, hendled mostly horses which he brought fiom Texms.

Enight, not far sway. furnished meat t0 ths miners aty

7eir City, Kansas,

1t was Rroticeablein thoms days that we had nbre horses on
this side of the Heosho than/%%z%ha other side amd more horses
in the cast B2lf on this side of the Neosho than in the west
balf. Most of the bdig cattle drives went west of this county
to Chetopa, Kensas, and sven farther wost and more horses
were driven along the Military Road than along the treils west.

Rural Life,
One yoai we rented from ¥at Jennison near Ottaws and he

raserved & room in our house for the Juaker prescher. They

hed a Iriend's Church at Ottaws when we came here which was

“built &n 18BO, I think.

A pastor by the nams of Quiggins was staying st pur
place when Sussn Utter, an Indien woman, byought a white
men tao the iwnao apd told the parson that they wanted to

go% merried. He narried them and later ahe cams back and

/
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told him that he huad married them and ghe ¢id not liks him
snd now she wanted him to unmarry them.

in thowe days some Iudiax'u had two wives but the
government stopped thia asg repidly as pos:-ibls, The last
men I knew to have two wives was Preacher Fields.

Even then there were two distinct classes of Indisn
oi{tizens, Thers were thoss who had good honmes and plenty
of stock around fhom. had good driving horses and carrisges
and sent their sons and 4aughters away % be educsted and
then therit\g;go the less fortunate lndians who never censd
a horsa' and no"nr went very far from home and who knew lit-
tlcﬁabout the country arcund tham,

The contour of the country bas changed 48 much as the
people of thoss days, Jones laks. was southeast of Miani
near the Dacking plant, tcday this 13 & part of the land
occupied by the packing plnz;g and Horseshoe Lake, just north.
west of Miani ,yas in those ¢2ys toodesp to seins in dut today
is a muddy morass leas than waist desp., Even the Neosho River
has changed much. It used 0 have t0 be ferried moit of the
time and now it can be forded most of the yeer at the shailow

forda.
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We had few churches, in feat, the one at Ottawa and
services at Peoria and Wysndotte wers about all. Our emuge~
. ments were Wat we made them. One Fourth of July I remember
not having anywhere to go, 8 bunch of us geathered together
and decided that we would take the hounds anéd have 2 wolf
chags. Yo atarted asomething near the Heosho Rivar and after
ronning the wolf until tShe middle of the afternocn, our hounds
ran down & red fox.

Marriage.

My psrents moved to Baxter in the Spring of 1887 but moved
~baok in 1889 but I continued to work in this part of the country
and December 6, 1904, I was married to Lula Joneds, a cousin to
the wife of Moses Pooler. ’

We continued to live in the vicinity of Ottawa for many
years and there our son was bo;n and we adopted our daughter
who is now & fSenior at Haskell. Only & few years befors my
wife's death 41i€ we move to Miasmi'end to the home where I

now live.



