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Mary D, Dorward,
Investigator,
Februery 18, 1938.

PIONEERING IN INDIAN TERRITORY
An Interview with Minnie Wimberley Hodge,
(1332 E. sdmiral, Tulse, Oklahoma.)

Minnie Wimberley Hodge (Mrs. John N. Hodge), daughter
of Charles Wimberley and Euphemia Peuley .imberley, was
born ¢t logtown, Arkensas, kay 1, 1877, coming to old
Indian Territory with her perents in 1879. Her father, a
logger and freighter, hed with his family left the old
home in Pana, Illinois, and greduslly worked his way to
the Territory, stoppirg &t lumber camps enroute where he
would work for a few weeks, then moving on ferther south
to another camp where he would work again, until finally
they reached the Territory. It was at such a stop at
Logtown tnat Mrs. Hodge wes born.

The family entered the Territory and settled for a
time elong Pond Creek just over the border from Elgin,

Kensas, living, as elways, in & tent. It was while

living here that lrs, Hodge rirst came to know the Indians,

usually Osages and Pawnee here, saw much of their ceremoni-

a3

als, and even heard their wer whoops. x8 she relates, prob-

ably the only thing that kept her and her sisters from
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herm was the love ¢nd respect the Indians bore her red-
hﬁéw.thr.

About 1882 the vimberleys left the :rond Creek
neighborhood and moved to old Skiatook where there was

N

logging to be done and where they agein lived in & tent
along the banks of Bird Creek. It was here that they
put up their first icehouse. This event lirs, Hodge
remembers particulerly well, fér, when the walls were
about four or five~feet high one of the logs became
loosened, and rolling down over her, fortunately not
hnrtihg her much but giving her a good scare.

After a short time at Skiatook the family journeyed
back to Coffeyviile, Kansas, for & few months, then re-
turned to Skiatook, but, since the old lumber camp was

deserted, they went this time sacross Bird Creek tc put

up their tent. It was here that during a severes wind

storm the tent blew down. ¥rs. Hodge hed thet experience

impressed upon her memory also, because it deprived her
of her dinner.
There had been gues:s for dinner that day and,

¢
following the custom of the time, the children waited

24
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until after the elders had eaten to have their dinner.
The children hed berely scated themselves at the table,
which was set out of doors, when the storm struck. The
table wes over-turned, breeking most of the dishes,
while little Minnie wes blown clear out of her chair,
The tent was torn to shreds and the old high cupboard
was tipped over but a cake sitting on the cupboard,
which krs. Wimberley h§d baked for her husband's lunches
é;d nad just removed from the oven, by one of those
freaks of chance: fell to the ground undsmaged, »s it
struck the ground a hog tearing around outside the tény
saw the cake and sticking his snout into it.got severely
burned end with @ loud squeal deshed away agéin.

T.at was the end of living in & tent for urs.Wimbef—
ley. She had had gnough and demended a house, Her husband
built one nesr the cld Shannon graveyard. vWhile living
in this log house irs. Wimberley and her daughter lora
became lqgt one evening. They hsd gone to hunt the cows
in a place called Panther Hollow, so named- because a
panther mede it his hébitat. As it began to grow dsrk

¢

the two were unable to find their way home. They thought

1
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they heard Mr. Wimberleg calling them ard started to
follow the sound only to find it wes the panther they
had heard. Mr, Wimberley, who &t the time was ill with
pneumonia, became worried, &nd ss the darkness increased,
felt sure they must be lost. Iiie got out of bed, lcaded
his gun, and fired both barrels simultaﬂeously, thereby
©
making such & loud report thet the leost ones heard it
and were able to find their way home egain.

Mot long after this ihe wimberleys moved on to an-
other lumber camp, this time along the Verdigris River
near Claremore. It was here that they had their first
Christmas celebration, the first time thet the .iimber-
ley children heard of the old fellow called éanta Claus.
Tagh child received a little chine doll about five inches
long =iid a few sticks of candy,’and their joy g{ reéeiving
them was unbounded., Il.innie's wery little sister Jennie
thought Santa should come every night so for several
nights after she hung upr her stocking at bedtime, Mrs,
Wimberley esch time yutting & lump of brown sugar in it.

Cne time while still living clong Bird Cresek the four

- little girls ren off. Without telling their mother any-
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thiné ebout it they started to follow theip‘father who
hed goﬁe to help a family of Indians do'their butchqring,
some thing which Ind%ans knew very\littl; about. (Tﬁis
old Indien, incidentally, hed two wives, one cbout his
own age, the other a young women, the two wives living
quite peaceably togeyhgn__.th,lz \t-hg,qld JI)EJL.) On the way
to their father the little girls encountgéed a wild sow
with eighf little pigs. The sow started to attack the
children, whereupon Nora, the oldest turned and ran
away, but Etta, next o}dest, putting‘Minnie and Lilly -
behind her fought the enraged animél until it finally
turned and ran 6ff,. |

In 1884 thQPdimberley family moved to Tﬁlsa their
fir;t L.ome belng{at about what is now the intersection of
Horth Main and Egston Streets, a little so-called box
house having onel room with & sort of shed at one. side
which served as the kitchen. at that tine the road from
.‘the Csage Nation led past the #Wimberley home, along what
is now Main Street. INiorth of the Frisco tracks there

were only three dwellings in addition to the :imberley

home; namely, the Billy Burgess house, a two-room log;
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the Poo Sunday house, one-room loé; ané ‘the Dick Richard
hoﬁse, tWO=rooH. Close to the tracks north along ¥ain
Street was the only hotel, that maintained by Jané Owen.
Back of the hotel was a large orchard, whers, af Ehe
east end lirs., Owens had a poat house and several goats.
 The goaf'house, incidentally, vas obéaéionﬁliy fenfed

to human occupants.

it about what would now be the intersection of~
archer 2nd Elgin Streets was a sulphur spring; the over-
flow from which created-a nasty bogg& srea in that vicin-
ity. The de?ot was a little_two-room"affair. There were
two mixed trains dgi}y, one et ten in the morning, the
other at abouf four in fhe afternoon. The railroa@ track
came to an end jﬂst east of the Arkensas Riier, where a |
barricade was set up, end it wes always & source of wonder
to Minnie Wimberley that the train did not rum right
through the barricade and go on. | |

South of the Frisco was th§ prificipal pert of old
Tulsey town. On the east'side of kain from the -tracks

south was the Archer hardware store, then the Burgess

barber shop, Dr. Newlon's residence, McElroy's residence,
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'andtBob Bynum's residence. On the west side of the same
'street was Hall's séore in.the rear of which was a room
for the postoffice, Bob Bynum's store, Joe Trootman's
coffin shop, Dr. Booker's drug store, licElroy's harnesé
. shop, epd, about & helf block ferther south, was the
A. T, Hodge residence., "Back of the Hodge house toward
éhe west was the Bob Childers home, while south of the
Hodge house about & half block was the home of Jane .
Perryman. The roundhouse stood betwecn what would now
‘be Boulder an@ Cheyenns. |
| Joe Trootmen's coffin shop held a kind of'te?rify-
ing fascinétipn for the little children who had to psss
there. The; used to peéf through the cracks to see the
queer-looking old man whose face was covered with curly
hair, but it was his Smell crossed eyes and broad flat
nose which really frightened them. Once indeed they
ventured inside the shoé,'where.they saw the body of
United States Maréhal Bill Moody just after it had been
.brought in to be prepared for burial. He séill had on
the white stiff-bosomed shirt which he had been wearing

when shot by Billy Bruﬁer, and just over his’ heart was
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& hiole in the shirt with blood sround it.

Before leaving home-in the moming, Noody, knowing
he was going after Bruner, e1d having little expectation
of returning home alive, had dressed in a white\shirt and
his good cl%ggjp,‘making the remark, "I'll dress andlbe
all ready; then you yon't have'to dress mc when I come
back." |

Bill Moody and Minnie's uncle, Ben Pauley, had fur-
nished the music af the first gathering t he Wimberleys
attended after coming to Tulsa, really not much more
than a'family picnic, By the Fourth of July of the né#t
year; 1885, both were dead.

" Kain Street in those days was deep with dust in dry

weather and deep with mud after a rsin. Hogs, goats, or

cattle roamed at will, and not infrequently deer ventured

(gf close to town. The schoolhouse stood’at what is now
the southeast corner of Boston Avenue and Fourth Street.
The path from the schoolhouse to the Wimberley home lay
across gullies and small creeks and for part of the way
through feirly heavy timver, making the distance seem.a‘

long one. .
¥

60
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In 1885 Mr. Wimberley traded a pony and thirty-five

dollers to alec McDaniel for the improvements on his land,
the improvements consisting of & four-roo
and & chickéﬁ house, the land being in abouf the locetion
of what is now known &s the old‘hrcher place on NorthuMain
Street. The Yimberleys moved into the house and Mf. Wim-
berley now added farming to his logging business, growing
-supplies for his feamily ard feed for his oxen.
In 1888 the iilmberleys lest their homs by fire. It

was a night in cold weather when the fire occurred and the

femily barely escaped;without being able to save anything.

They were 6bliged to walk barefooted for almost a mile over

the frozen rough ground to find shelter with the »ill
Burgesses who lived just under Standpipe Hill on liorth
- -

Cincinnati. A quantity- of cane syrup which was in the

two-story house,

61

kitchen at the time was cooked to taffy, while sweet potatoes

stor%d beneath the house were baked through. The hole in
which they were stored wes the place where Mrs. Wimberley

used to put her children when a stom threatened.

Mr. Wimberley was away from home when the fire occurred

 and bad no word of it until his return a day or two later.



“
> .
”~ & P
4 .
r L4 -
B M v
. « Y
v v =
.
.

HODGE, MINNIE WIMBERLEY ' INTERVIEW L 13A
1" ‘\ . »

+

¢ =10
" | L R
He was met by & freind and informed of the logs before
he reeched home. He continued on to the ‘place and when

they came to the place where the house ned beén his old.

coon dog which was with him stuck his nose into the air

3
.l

and gave & long mournful howl.

The‘fam;ly remained in the Burgegg home uﬁtilianotﬁgr
house could be built, this time on Lorth Boston, lumber
for the house'being donated by the luﬁbe¥ company;and
furnishings snd clothing by friends.' o

The next surmer, in 1889, when Lr. Winberley made
the run into old Cklahoma, kinnie went to live with Uncle
Biilie and aunt Jaﬂe surgess, Lr. Burgess-a Cherokee and
Mrs. Burgess a Creek Indisn, Nrs. Eufée:s wes quite fond
of Minnie &and wanted. her for her ii?tle girl., Mrg. Hodge
recalls the ﬁnending étream of covered wagons passing the
Bdrgess home all day long, ell headed for the new country
about to be opeﬁed. 4% intervals during the day Mrs.

]
Burgess would seat herself out under the inevita%}é locust

ﬁ’."\: ’
trees surrounding the house, pley her accordian,/and sing

-

A

e, .

in a sort of sing-song, "Oklehoma boomers, (klahoma boomers,"

While Aunt Jahe.was singing little Minnie was pounding flint
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corn for sofka. after about & week with sunt Jene, home-

sickneés overceme Minnie and she went back home, suddenly

losing her desire to be Aunt Jane's little girl.

About 1892 the uimberley family toek up their abode

p——
e e i = »_’v——~

at ,& place alonz Shell Creeg nedr the present slte of the
dam. dere theére neerest ﬁeighbor‘was two mlles away, snd
Yhere was only oue house between dimberleys &nd Tulsa, a
trip to which took the entire day! linnie and her sister

made the” trip to Tulsa not long after moving there. Having

only one pony for the two of them their- mother had advisedv

them to teke turns riding while tne other'walked but if
they'had to pass ény cattle ‘on the'way they wera.both to*
ride the pony, ridlng double. There were so many catile -
on the then -open range that they rode double almost all
the way tlll they came to the Harlow place, from where

Y

they went on in & wagon.:

Thé ﬁiace on Shgll Ereek was 8o loneéome that none of
the Wimberley girls would stay excsp% Minnie. Shé and her
mother were alone & great. deal of. the time. It wes while

living here that Minnie married John Hodge, whom she had

known since her earliest days in Tulsa. During the winter

. 63.

A 3
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Mrs. dimberley hed an opportunity to take a boarder, so '
she told Minnie, "We'll take him in, then you cen have
" half ;ﬁe money~to buy 'your wedding clothes."

» Thé following spring Minnie and John were married,
.After living with he; father for & while they came to
‘ful;a!wﬁbre they started building e lééfcabin on 1&TY

of the'land now occupied by Oaélawn cemetary, on JSouth
Pé&ria beté;;n Eightﬁ and Eleventh Streets, leid which

at tha; time -was a part of the holdings of 4lvin T. Hodge,
John's father. Before finishing the hougpa however, John
traded his interests in the place for a wagoen, & cow and
calf; an g@ﬁéiﬁééfl(f), or speckled, hprsé, end a box off
corn., The outfit was later sold for enough to Bu&,a smaxl
housekeeping outfit, end, after living with the Alvin
Hodges for about a year, John paid thirty-five dollars for
“three acres of ground in what is ﬁow the seven hu;;fed
block on North Boston, wﬁere, by getting lumber on time,
their home was finally built. It wes while living here
that John .helped Mr. Wimberley heul the stones used in

several Tulsa buildings,'mentioned below, .
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In 1897 the ycuné Hodges traded for a farm on Fuchee
Creek, northwest of Adems Springs, (now Xnown as Send
Springs) where John builtva one-room house, This had been
intended only for a smokebouse, -but they lived in it and
it was so small that the fireplace; vhich wos started but
never finished, took up almost one entire end. The amall
cook stove left only sbout, eighteen inches between stove
and bed, the bed almoét completely blocking the door so
that one entering could just squeéze past it. 4 quilt
‘ was hung over the opening to the unfinished fireplace.

While living here the Hodges had sn experience with
horse thieves and Minnie an experience with e blizzard
~ that she will not soon forget. The weafhér was already
colé when John told Minnie that if she would get in the
horses they would go to Tulsa. Minnie went for the horses
which just & few minutes before had been grazing under the
bank about fifty yards away from the house, only to find
to her aﬁazement that the horses were nowhere about. They
knew immediately that the horses had been stolen and John
wanted- to start out to hunt them immedistely, but was un-

able to borrow another horse until the next day when bhe
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set out, legviné Minnie end their baby alone at the house,
Finding ’no trace of the horse? John did not réf}xrn home |
that night, but oqntinuéd his searéh. Ia the meambime
towards evening Minnie could see a storm threatening. She
brought in all the WO;)d she  could get into the li/ttle,\house,
naving it ricked under the bed and stowed in every possible
bit of space, &nd filled all ;tl":\e tubs with chipls. By the

time this was done it.was almost dark. She started for the

66

creek to get a psil of water, end, fearing the baby might

get into the fire, she left the door open. Instead of get-
ting in‘to. the fire the little:tot got off the bed and tod-
dled after hepr mother', but by this time.it had grown so
dsrk that Minnie failed to see the child who had gotten off
the path., Minnie was frantic at finding the.house empty,
knowing, as she did, that th% woods’wefe full of wolw-res
and panthers. -~ She tore out anin into the storm, calling)
and soreaming, end, miraculoﬁsly aé it seemed,“' the child’
answered from near 'the creek« whére she had strayed.

4 By x.xow eyerythiné was white w‘ith Snow, ’and it waé s0
cold that Minnie snd the child.got into bed with sll the

~bed clothing she possessed piled on top of them. Minnie
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\co;ld lie in bed and put wood on the fire, but even

keeping the stove red-hot the two almost froze. Jolm

.bad teken time from his horse hunt to stop by end leave o

forey,

gome spare ribs, end for three déys that was all Finnie
and the child had to eat. At the end of that time e
storm had abated snd John hed returned, with only one
horse, the other not being found for three years,
During her imprisonment by the storm, there was
just one time when Mrs. Hodge wes really frigiltened.
)'I’heir house stood near a trail used by hunters. One
man, Jim Beef, Minnie really fesred, a sullen kind of
Indian, who, if he entertained a grudge sgainst one,
had n;) hesitancy about shooting that person's house
full of holes if he happened to be passing by, the
really frightening part being that one didn't always
know when he mighi; start shooting without having a
grudge. Sometime during the first night of the sfohn,
. hearing & knock at her door, Minnie at once thought of

Jim. She lay there terrified, not daring to make a

reply, while the man stood and knocked, saying, "Ho! Hol"

Finally Minnie, seeing® the man had no intention of leaving

-

/
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screwed up her courage and said, "What do ybu want?" Came
the * reply, "Me good Indien,” not, to her infinite relief,
from Jim Besf, but from Chaponee Hogers, bringing her a

mbssaéé from her father who hed been working not. fer away.

o

The hodges not léng<after moved to whet isnow the
Hail addition in Send! Springs, at that time out in the
country along tﬁs Wlekiwa road. It was while living here
that the Missouri, Kensas, and Texas railway was built
tﬁrough, the officigls of the company promising the resi-
dents of the community that getes would be placed where-
ever th; tracks' crossed through thé‘fields‘of the Yand-
OWners. Theéz gates had to be opened end closed by one
of the train crew ;éch time a train passed through, but
the trainmen grew careless about closing the gates after
having passéd through, with the result that stray cattle
freéueptly got into the fields and destroyed crops. John
Hodge became tired of ha%ing his crops destroyed, nor d1a
he enjoy meking a trip to close the gate after each train.
One day when it neared time for the train to come he load-
ed his gun, went down to the gate, and, when the trainmen

opened the gate John stepped from behind a tree end said,
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"Boys, the next time you fail to close the gate it'll be
too bad for you." Af%er that John had no more trouble
about the gate. |

Mrs. Hodge and her husband once were clmpst caught
in a prairié fire. They had started for a visit with.
friends who livea along the Verdigris River, traveling
in a wagon over the rough trail,'when they saw a hnge
fire in the distance ahead sweeping down hill toward
them. They stopped, made*aifire themselves which the
wind immediately swept away from them, then when a space
had been burned, moved their wagon onto.it and waited

until the big fire had passed by,

Mrs. Hodge well remembers the first automobile she B

ever saw. It was aléo the first one in Tulsa snd be-
longed to Mrs. Frank Winters. Egch evening the owners
would go for a ride, would start up the west end of

Poo Sunday 11111 {west of what is now 3tandpipe Hill énd
not so steep), then a main traveled road. Tﬁe Wimberleys
had never seen one and did not even know what it was,
Mrs. Hodge's sister would say to‘her, "Just wastch that//

thing. Pretty soon they will all get out and push,t//

-

69
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and sure enough, when they-approached:the tép of the hill,
all would get out and push, the littie dhain-driven car
being unable to maga the top of the hiil unaided,

The first,rancﬁ house built in the vieinity of Tulsa
was. the one on the Crane and'Limariranch. It was hesd-
quarters for ali cattle business in the community; and is
still standing at the heed of whet is known as Flat Rock,
north of Tulsa a mile or two. ,

The name Dirty'Bufter Creek, in spite of deniels, did
have & connection with what the name immediately suggests.
Mrs. Hodge as a child uspd to go with her father to the
Sinmbns pla‘ce when hé went to piow. While he did the plow-
ing for Mrs. Simmons, Minnie would stay with Mrs. Simmone,
but her father always cautioned her agﬁinst‘eating any of
Mrs. Simmon's food and espec#aliy‘her“buttep~as it was
notoriously unclean. Mrs. Simmon's farm wes along the
creek which people graduslly begen tq call by the name
Dirty Butter, since it was close ﬁo *01d laéy!Dirty Bgtter.

Mrs. Hodge, her husband, and daughtérs were members

70

n

. of the first Sunday School in Send Springs. .It was organ-

"ized by the Rev. Ralph J. lamb, Send Springs, at that time
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being Adams Spriﬁgs, with practically rno settlement there.
Others present and pérticipating in the organization be-
sides the Hodges were: Bob Ridenour, wife, and two .chil-
dren; Lewis George, wife, and six chiidren;,Andy Notchey,
wife, and baby; Sunday Norchey; John Rogers; Sonnie Kogers;
Bobby Rogers; Hobers Fife, and,John Goodmen. Services were
held in the homes of the variouscmembers, In addition to
the Sunday School,'church gservices were.held every two
woeks in a little unoccupied shack near Hodge Creek . (now
/

Shell Creek)\on the Hodge place. A sermon was preached
by the Rev. Morris, and services were attendéd by both
whites end Indians. When it came’to singing all joined
in the song, the Indians .singing in théir languagé while
the thte peéplg sané in inglish, but all to the same
tune. Tﬁe little shack had neitherﬁfloor nor windows,
Benches were of-hewn logs, there was a door &t one side
end & big fireplace &t one end. ‘ -

Mrs. Hodge used often to accompany her husband when
he .went hﬁﬁting. Frequently during the hunting season

when the water wes high she would swim the Arkenses River

on her pony, the water somelimes being to her waist.
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At such times it was essentisl thet she keep very quiet,
so as not to distract the horse and ﬁﬁﬁe him nervous.
INDIANS
" In her childhood Lrs. Hodge saw much of the Oseges

and Shawnees prepsring for their ceremonizls. The men

» v

wore only & belt and breech clout and painted their
bodies in bright colors, their faces being striped in the
bright colors. The neck end head above the ears would be
sheved, & narro% strip about four inches long and three
inches wide extendiné from the forehead to the crown re~‘
maining unsheved, the heir in this strip being left about
two or §hr§e inches.long,forging 8 kind of stiff bruSh and |
painted red with red precipitate. ©Soms of the men had tﬁ;ir
heads‘ornamented with buffalo horns, some fastemned a panther
téil inthe belt at the bhack, the tail extending to the shoul-g
i
ders or above.” In the dance these tails would quiver and ‘
shake, adding to the ho;rible‘appearanbe generally. The
bodiés of thqi; horses would be painted in the seme bright
colors used by the men on thelr own bodies. : |
| They would prepare for the cersmonials by bathing in

o

| Bird Creek, end doing the painting of their bodies along

&
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fhe banks of the creek, then ride at full speed, always
bereback, yelling their loudest, to the ceremonial gré;nds ’
neaer Hominy Falls about a mile away; Yuring the’daﬁce
they would run up to each other sheking th;ir tomahawks
as if about to commit murder. ‘

After moving . to Tulsa the Wimberley children used
to see much of the ceremonials among the Ureek Indians.
The green corn of mbéioine dance held each year during
the green corn seaéon was an importent one. This cere-
monial lésted through three days, thie first day being .
spent in setting up camp, eating, &nd dancing, the sec-

v

ond day with feesting and dancing endlen Indian ball

game.
At the ball gumes the players sé%etimes became
- {

pretty rough, perticularly if some of the players be-
came angry at each other, as sometimes happened. Iirs,

dege hes seen players carried from the field witH back

¢ }

‘and hesd deeply lacerated from blows from the sticks.
2 ince the players wore only'breeﬁh clouts their bodies
d practically no prot;ction f wild blows, not all
of which were wild unintentic Y. -No# only partic-

ipents but even the spectatérs sometimes were hit by
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the ball, us the playing field was not enclosed and tgé
ball frequently was struék with such force as to éend
it into the groups of spectators outside the playing
field. ‘

lirs. Hodge once saw a gifl whose face and lips
were red and swollen who was said to have been hit by

. .
the ball.//At another time a team of horses hitched to
a wagon filled with children wés a bit foo close to the
field, the ball flew 'out under the horses and‘tﬁ't wild
horde 6f‘1ndian players dashed right in under the horses
to retrieve the ball, The ﬁorses, firghtened by fthe mad
rﬁsh, started to back off down hill with all those chil-
v

dren, when .fortunately bystanders caught them.

The third day wes devoted to taking thé medicine
and more dencing. On this day no food was to be eaten
while takinz medicine. 4 circle was enclosed within a

brush arbor around a campfire, and those who were to

' take-me@icine sat in a group about the middle of the

A~

arbor. (At the time Lirs. Hodge witnessed the ceremonials

L)

only a few participated in the actual medicine drinking

~and these were chiefly thé older Creeks.) Tubs of the

74
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medicine were in front of the drinkers, from which thé&
occasionglly dipped a cup of the liquid and drank unfil
it began to have the desired effect, 'voniting. I1f th?'
voniting did not result fast enough & feather wa; SOmMe-
~ timss bobbed back and forth in the throst, ¢nd the |
vomi ting soon fbliowed. The medicine drinkidg begaﬁ at ¢
~ daylight end continqed throughout the day until each one
¢ taking pert had vqnitéd several times. The purposeGSf
" the ceremony was to cleanse the system and insure health
for the ensuring yea?. .
After this thorough purging all would follow the
ﬁéders, usually the older men, to the rivér'where tggy
rathed. While they were gomne those who had not been
- drinking the medicine would thoroughly clean the groﬁnﬂs,
‘emoving all trace of the medicine drinking by sweeping
ind scrubbing.. iwhen the men returned from the river the
!éder would say in Creek, "Hurry and bring lots of wood
80°we can bave a good time." When the fire«was.started;
ncing was begun again, men and women dancing the Buffalo,
yn ‘daneing the ribbon dance, and all making merry until

- ¢

rning when the gathering disbanded.
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For the ribbon dance’the women wore their usgual
cloth;ng; perhaps their best, but they let down their
bair, parted'it in the middre,'a;d wore in it & cir- |
cular comb with small holes around the top through
which l;ng ribbons were knotted. These ribbons were
of various colors and hung'almosf to the ground, com-
pletely enveloplng the form of the wearer except for
& narrow penel about the width of her face, which was
covered with strings of beads. The movements of the
dance kept the ribbons in a constant wavelike motion,
producing a beautifully colorful, shimmering effect as
they fell down over the skirts which for this\occasion
had stripes of bright colors from the knees down.

. The movements of the dance were something like
this: The women formed a rather large circle gnd ad-~
vanced slowly until the man in clerge .would call, "Ho,é
when they would tum to the center and move slowly
sideways, always keeping time to the music in a slow
doubie step. This siowly-moving circle, the ripple of
the ribbons, and the low humming of the women made this

dance the mosgt impressive part of the ceremonials.

-
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Music was provided by four old men who sang low gnd beat
the drum, while the women provided a kind of obligato
with their low moan. '

For the buffalo dance the company arranged itself
around the campfire thus: two men facing two women,
these groups extending around the fire. The women would
dance forward two steps, then back two steps, while the
men did the samé thing in reverse, at the seme time mov-
ing slowly around the fire until at a given signal they

A

all turned and the men denced forward and the ;omsn béck-
ward. Tﬁe next step was to. form a single line, ménJGnd
women alternating, and d;nce around the fire, .

4t the close of one of the dances a man, wanting to
have what he théught was fun, brought‘in fireworks and’
set them off. Iost of the indians present as wellyas
the white people were badly frightened, few of them ever
having seen anytﬁiﬁg of the kind before,

Another time after everything had beéome rather quist
through the day Sam Childers and Pete Grayson, wanting a

little fun, staged a fake shooting. They loaded their

guns with bianks, then seemingly got into a duarrel in.
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which Sam shot Pete. -Aunt Rachel Childers, Sem's mother,
cried out to her daughters, "Nc;ra, Susie, run! run}
éannnie's killed Pete!"™ Just then Pete jumped up and
dashed out .througt.z the cr;md, but not fast enough t6
miss Aunt Rachel's scolding for the trick.

Mrs. bbdée'a father always had a stand. at the dances,
aft.ez; he came to Tulsa, wheré he s0ld ice cream and lemon-
ade, both made at hdme,‘and 'c/a'ndy; In later years he put
up a'kind of swing similar to a merry-go-round, having
twenty-four seats, propelled by means of a man who,pushed
a long beam. Music was provided bg; a boy who was given
free rides for playix:;g the French I}Qrp. There was no
floor under the seats, each swinging free and independent
of thé others. Frequently the motion me}de the riders
sick, but it was a novelty and quite popular. Mrs. ﬁodge
and her sisters were permitted to ride when eny seats
were not teken by paid fares, since her father, who en-
Joyed a good laugh, enjoygd geeing his own children get
sick as well as seeing others in the same gon:iition.

_ For the most part Indians were,friendly"gnd ﬁeaceable,
]

and, except for Jim Beef, Mrs. Hodge did not fear them,
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Jim, who }ived near Sand Springs, vwas of a surly dispo-
sition whom many people fearbd\beéausé of his hgbit of.
shooting at the houses of those whoﬁfhe disliked. This
bad habit caused people gener:siq.ly to feer him. ’Jim
finally married and reformed,'but his bad reputation
was of too long stéﬁding. He mef'a yfblent death gf
unknown hends,

One morning after a heﬁve; rain his body axwd that
.of his horse were found floatiﬁg in the Ereek near Lake
Station. Those who gathered at his home opened his
clothing and found he had been shot before his body was
Fhrown,inté the créek. ‘

Another such surly Indian was named BigiBirh. Oma °
Hodge's allotment which was west of SanlSprings was'a )
pert of the land which previous to the allotting hed
been held by Big Bird. Big Bird had never been récoﬁ-‘
ciled to giving up his land and continnéd‘;o sulk-
gecause no Indian was permitted to retain nmore than hi?

hnndred and sixty-acres, unless, of course, he paid for it.

¥

The Hodges had rented part of Oma‘s 1and to a young

map named Art Lewis, but Big Bird resented seeing anyone

-
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else benefit from yhat hed formerly been his land and on
seversl occasions had toreatened to kill young Lewis, One
night Lewis's horses got over into Big.Bird's pasture

and when Art went to get the horses Big Bird said, "Me
kill you."™ lLewis was unarmed, but he hnrried home, got

his gun, and when Big Bird walked up to the gate ves ready .

frosspe S
. Aaernm s Mestmenh AR SusAmLed

amtme anemns

for him., Big Bird sighted his iinchester at Art and was
just ready to pull the trigger, but irt was just a little
quicker on the draw than Big Bird, shot first, and killed

him, L , , S

Lewis, who had a load of wood just ready to haul to
Tulsa, went on with it .and surrendered to the officers,
but they, knowing Big Bird's reputation, freed Lewis.

Th; Creek Indian method of fishing was by the use of
the devil's ahoéstring; The; usually fished in groups,
each men bri .ing with him e smell mallet, a bundle of
. Toots of the weed known as devil's shoestriﬁg,land a
hickory post four or five feet long and four or five
inches in diam.ete;vJ one end of which wts sharpened into
a point, Ehé other end flat. Proceeding to a'fairly deep

)

creek they would select & deepr hole, wade out into the

b
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‘wéter and drive their posts in & circle, a few inches of
the post extending above the water. The roots of the
weed would then be placed on fbp of the post and besten
uﬁtil the juice ran ouﬁ and washed down into the water.

The sound produced by the beating was similar to that of

___the croakingef frogs 1w spring. ifteT the beating had
~been carried on for some time the fish would begin to
float to the top. of the water, the men then shooting-

them with pbow and arrow. If a fish dived the man who had

——ghot—twould dive wnder &Tter it.

Whiie the fishing was in pngréss the women of the
party kept a large kettle of lard hot on the bank of the
river. As the fish were caught they were cleaned,‘rolled
in corn meal, and cooked in the -hot fat, : Then they were
egten right there along the river, accompanied by sour
bread and coffee:

at one time the Hodges were prepsring for one of
these fishing perties, when, just before they~ﬁare ready
to start, as krs. Hodge was removing some pies from hef

bﬁen, an Indian boy rushed into the house excleiming,

"Burry!" Baby there! Nora he want youl" (To the Indian
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everyone, man or woman, was "he,") Mrs, Hodge hastened
to Nora's, about three quarters of a mile, to find Nora
herself attempting té get hot water to wash the baby. -
Just as Mrs. Hodge entered lora started to fall toward

the stove, lirs, Hodge rescued her, laid her om the floor,

___and sent the boy for & midwife who lived mearby, doing -
what she could for lora while they waited. The midwife
arrived, took charge{iand all went well, but through all

the excitement and buétle lora's husband sat out in the

yard, never liftiﬁé éwfi;ée; ;6 éésisf, as uncomcerned
as if nothing whatever was going on.
After this interruption the fishing trip proceeded

as planned except that 'ora was nbt one of the ‘party. Om
this particular trip, which was to Euchee Creek, the men
seigned the river, catchipg several very fine channel
catfish, one of which was close to six feet long and
weighed ninety-five pounds. I1wo other fine ones aroused
the envy of everyone, a fact which resulted in John Hodge
and another man playing a little trick to get possession

of the fine fish.
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It was the custom to dividg;among the membersof the
party whatever fish were left over, the division being as
nearly equable :s posaible. The fiash were dividedliﬁto
piles, then one member of the party was blindfolded and

permitted to assign the piles to different members of the

' party as they were pointed out to Rim: tUmthis—eecssion.
John Hodge end the friend made their plans %o get the twWo
fine fish. The friend was blindfolded and John was to
point to a pile and say, "Wﬁose is this?". The friénd

would then name one OF th bub ohn gaid,

"AND whose is this?" the friend knew that pile held one
of the big fish and named first John and then himself,
One time Mrs. Hodge had an experience which ét 7ﬁrst
‘las rathér startling. éhe was at hame alone with hgr
baby when, hearing a bodse outside, she opened the door
"to seé, as she said, “the biggest,'ugliest, meanest-look-
| 1né Osag; I had ever seen.” The -man's head was painted,
his ears were split an& hung with keys, while he wore

nothing but a breech-ciout. He was seated on a paint

horse whoée head wes practically inside the door when she
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opened it. He cotld speak no English but, holdipg up
g dime he pointed to a pile of sweet potatoes lying

‘ near the door. ;till.terrifiec mrs. Hodge ran for John

r
b i

who was working a good half mile from the house. He Te-

turned. wi th her and tHe selé of sweet potatoes was

rmma e o o

e paan e B R

completed just,egwsaxereiwweg”ns came rattling by, filled
with Osages, the women who were seated on the floor of
the wagons beihg bounced about in most emusing fashion.

As the wagons passed the man who was at the door,wp;rle@/ )

01 "owed them.

éBéQ he came galloping back
agein, roae up to the\door, pounded his sack of potatoes,
:an said something wﬁicg Mre..Hodge _coule not understand. ™
By this fime the waéons; teo, ceme hurtling back and Mrs.
* Hodge began to think someone must pe mad ot crazy.' It
happened that one or two of the young boys in the party
could speak a little English, They wepe able to make her
understand- that the men wes neither mad nor crazy but
nerely wanted to buyhmore'sweet potatoes. 3ince the Hodges

hed a dugout full of them for sale they were glad to oblige,

but, instead of offering more money as pay, the women jumped
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out of the wagons and opeﬁed the bundles which they were
carrying. The bundles contained calico which had been
issued the Osages by the GOVernmgpt. Calico was soon

pxchangednfor sweel potatoes and the Usages left the

Hodges in peace, while the little Hodge children wore
dresses of Government calico for many a day.
An odd fact about the early-day Indians was that

they usually had their homes surrbunded by locust trees.

. e

* Why they sould prefer locust to other tTees irs. Hodge

does not know, but she has observed the fact many times.,
The Indians used to grow what was known as flint
corn, from which they would make hominy grits and s&fky;
4 large log would be placed uprigh£ about waist high, in
the top of which a round cavify had been hollowed outf In
this cavity the corn would be pounded until the skin came
off and the grains were broken up. The broken corn or
grits were then placed in a kettle, lye poured over them,
then were boiled for several gours. .hen ééoked done, the
mass was then placed in a stone jar and allowed to stand

until it was sour and sparkling. This was then sofka, and
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was much liked by the Indians. When one ceame for a visit

the first thing he or she would ask would be, "Have you

-

© got any sofky?"

Besides flint cora the Indiens grew beans, goober
peas,‘éweet potatoes, pumpkins, and the like, usu;lly
such things as c¢ould be dried and stored, and just enough
for their ouwy use. Their"garﬁens would be fenced with a
rail fence around which would be planted peach trees. The

gardens were worked with & hoe and the work for the most:

part done by the women.

AMUS EMENTS
The little Wimberley children had few.toys with wgich
to amuse themselves, but, like other pioneer chiidren, |
maneged to entertain themselves in their own way. On sumy
days they would &0 to their pléyhouse and make doll plsfhes,
using for threed strands of sea grass, from the old ropes '
thrown away by their father.’
- One time while piéking perries they fouind a fawn. It

was about the size of a lamb end spotted tan end white., Their

mother wrapped it up in her apron and held its nose so it -TQ
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would not tleat, for if the mother doe had knogn they
had her baby she would have trampled them to pieces. When
thzir tent~-home was blown away little Lilly grabbed the

La

!
/

in one hand, a pet puppy in the other, end ran, but
as she ran the terrific wind blew her over so that she
fell upon the pet fawn, injuring it so severely that 1t
died that night. | | '

Another t;me the children went into the hous®e to
their lunch and when theypreturned to the p%ayhouse they
" found that & deer had dashed » 1t end upset ‘all
their pretties. .

When she grew older and was iiving along Shell Creek
Minnie found entertainment in the dances held in Tulsa.
Some friend would alweys come for her, Bri;ging along en
‘extrathorqe for her to ride. |

The older pédplé of the community were accustomed in.
winter to gather at niéht at the home of somg one family,
build a huée fire in the fireplace and jylay games such as
blindrolh; hunt the button, etec. Always et such gaéherings

there was a teffy pull. In summer the men would gather on
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Sunday mornings, frequently at the VWimberleys and pitech
horseshoes or play marbles, usually staying the whoie day,
‘the hbstess providing food for the group throughout the
d;y. This meant a great deel of extra cooking for the’
housewife, and also that she had no day of rest fhe whéle
week through. Xrs, Hodgé Tirmly believes thet her mother
shortened her 1ife by the cooking end other hard work that
guests meant in those dajs, as the imberle§? had a great
deal of company at all times.,

Among the marble shooters that used to me&t at the
imberleys was an Indian boy who made it a pzaétice to
arrive earlier than the others end come into the house and
sit, saying’scarcely a‘yord to anyone. This had contdnued
for several months when ons morning while Kinnie was in the

‘kitchen washing dishes he came in bringing two long pretty
ribpcnsz telling Minnie's sister that he wanted to give
them to linnfe 1f she &id not heve a sveetheart. That was
the Indien wey of courting, but when Minnie lesrned of it i
shé was angry and would have nothing to do with him,

¥hen the fiimberleys were living northwest of Sand

Springn‘they sometimes celebrated holidays with a picnic
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at the Dalton caves not far away. The Thanksgiving Day
of 1892 was celebrated in this fashion and was partic-
ularly remembered by Minnie because that time John

Hodge, the man who was later to Secome her husbend, was

a guest of her family. The fomaﬁce between the two had
started some time Before, bﬁt, because her mother and
father had been sweethearts for three years before they
married, Mimnie thought that she and John should likewise '
wait three yesars. .John, however, hed differsnt ideaé. He
had no intention of waiting three yé;rs, so, in Decqmber
of that seme year, as th;y wére starting for a dance he
unexpectedly spoke up, "If you will marry me April first
I'1l give you the pony you are riding and my gold watch
and 'you cen wear it st the dance tonight." The pony, a
beautiful snimel of a rich cresm color with black mane
andrtail, yad been trained by John to do tricks, and if
agsked his age would paw the ground the correct number of
times. The temptation was too much for Minnie. Her .
resolve to Wait three years went flying and on Aﬁril

first, 1893, she became Mrs. John Hodge.
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. FOOD

Whatever hardships the Wimberleys had to face, lack
of food was not ome of them. MNr., Wimberley!s work kept
him in well-timbered sections where there was always
plenty of geme to be had. ¥ild turkeys, deer, and wild
hogs were i;mg;;;t abundance. At any time one of the
family could teke a gun and ‘within walking d{stence of
the house get plenty of fresh meat of one kind or snother.
Wild turkeys would.in fact get mixed with.the domisticated
ones belonging to the family and frequently they w&uld not
know whether they ﬁere killing a wild one or one of their
own. ) |

When the Wimberleys first came’ o ﬁbése:par@s deer
roamed over.a great deal of what is now Tulsa, and at t£e
site of the iresent Brady homé on North Denver there was
" a large prairie chicken roost.

At oné-time Mrs. Hgdge and a_friend saw a band of deer
in which they counted twenty-one emimals. This was an un;
usually lafgs number to find in one herd, the animals

usually running in packs of three, five, or even seven,

alwgys curiously enough with anuodd-numbqr;
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Besides meat thsre was an abundance of wild fruits
such as grapes, plums, and berries of various kinds.
Quch fruits as well as vegetables grown in the garden
were always dried for winter use, since cans were scarce.
\ Such cans as the} did have were those in which canned
food had been purchased at the store., MNrs Wimberley
would take hot coals and carerully melt the solder with
vhich the can was sealed, so that the can would not be
damaged, and keep the can for preserving such foods as
could not be-dried. ‘

: Grapes for §rying were never picked and dried uﬁtil
the fruit was fully ripe. There were few people besides
the Wimberleys to get them and they ren no risk of losing
them by waiting. In this way the fruit was much sweeter
and fequired less smgar for sweetening‘when cooked. "The
only sugar available then was brown sugar, vhich ceme in
bar?els. |

In the fall there were nu%s to be‘had. Mr, Wimber~ °
.'iey would hitch the oxen to the wagen, load the children
in, and off they would go, on the‘way ri@ing over saplings

so large that they would tip the wagon until little linnte
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was sure they would tip over. Aftez.' finding a good treé;

& snd they néver bothered with any except the largest - mey )
would spread a wagon sheet under 1:t, then wi;:h a pole, jar
the tree till the nuts fell, in an hour or two gathering.
enough for all winter. Here, too, the fruit could be left
until the burs were fully opened, never having {o stain

their hands with green nuts, and taking only the largest

P

-

and finest nuts.

Fresh pork was to be had ell the yeax: ground. In

- v 1
summer when a h.og was killed tixe meat was a?!.r]j fried at
one’ time, then put into great stone jars and hot fat pour-
ed over it, It was then dug out of the fat pas wanted.
\ .

Other foods both for the family and fo;his oxen were
grown on his land by Mr. ximberley, so that little needed
to be bought except sugar, 'salt, coffeé, and sometimes
flour. The Wimt;erleys never had any difficulty in preserv-
ing their food even in hot weather’, since*from the time they
first came to Skiatook they alwayg had an icehouse. Their
icehouse which they boult on North Boston was the first,

and indeed the only one in Tulss.

1
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Soﬁe_of the Indien dishes wére ﬁost toothsome, one
in particular, calledbérape soup, being a favorite of‘
Minnie Wimbefley. Grapes were cooked, the juicé strain-
ed off and thickened, then into it dumplings vere dropped.

CATTLE.

.

ST ough Ir. Wﬁmbe?ley was 1ot in the cattle business
the Wimberley family had plenty of experience with cattle.
The Tulsa stocky;rds were along the Frisco track between
vhat i;‘no; Boston and Cinctnna;i. Into these stockyards
thousands of ﬁead of cattle were shipped yearly, usually
iﬁ spring, then released for western 3-D pastures. By the
time they reesched Tulsa many of éhé cattle Vere unfit to
g0 any fﬁrmher. The cattlemen, . instead of disposing of
/them, would leave them wherever they happened to fall to
roam theltown if they ever got up again. The Wimberleys
had an old ‘dugout into which they would fregquently stray,
then start to attack the children when they cam’e' to the

dugout. Sometimes the exhausted cattle would get into a

ravine, be unable to get out agein, and just die thers,

LR
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creating e terrific stench. Tﬁen sometimes the'y were
vicious enough to atteck people, making it ungafe to have
them abaut, a constant source of worry to mothérs of littlé\
children., HNany times they would be skinned for the hide
and the carcass left to decay by the hundred, adding to the

stench.

— A8 any cattle-man knows, cattle ére very easily-étam»_
peded. Sam Blair once tried to play a joke on John Hodge
when the two were tending cattle, but 1nstead the joke
turned on him when the cattle stempeded. _John's horse
was rather wild end would buck easily, so one night after
the cattle had been bedded d&wn (it wes Senm's end John's
turn to stay up all night with the cattle) Sem slipped off
and £11led his slicker tail with old dried bones, which
ponies do not tike, came back to John end said, "Let's
roll one" (ecigsrette), "Joln," ihinking that John would‘
1§t g0 his reins, and c¢ross his feet over the saddlehgrn
t& roll his ciéarette. Just as he said that, he dropped
the bones under John'; pony. John, however, had ndt-

dropped his reins, so that when his pony gave a leap and

.began to pitch and bawl, ras a mean horse will do, John
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" was not caught off gusrd. But what Sem had not expected
v;as just what did happen. Thg cattle hearing the bones
rattle immediately jumped to their féet and were into a
stampede without Qarning so that it was‘almOSt morning
before they were quieted again.

Many of the cowboy songsﬁriginated from, the practice

of the men singing to the cattle to quiet'them and get -
them to bed down at night. The men would hum and sing
softly, _and try to keep the cattle quiet, sir:«?e even the
crack of a breaking branch might easily upset them.

NMr. Wimberley's_ oxen were stubborn animals, not to
say stupid. After ,one of his long logging trips, not only
would Mr. Vimberley be tired but the oxen would be also, as
well as sulky. As soon as ,they.reached home the oxen, still
yoked together, would meke a run for the pond which Nr. ¥Wim-
berley had dug about a quarter of a mils from his house and
plunge in. One time one of them, an old "surly,™ would not
come out again vhen Mr. Wimberley wanted him to, so Kr.

Wimberley- started to wtip him. This nude "old Lion" so angry

' that hé stuck his head under the water and held it there until

"
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he dro;néd, snd the otper ox, still yoked to him, had
to pull him out.

0ld Lion was a mean enimal with black keen horns,
and so vicious that if left free for en instant he .
would attack anyone in sight. But he was a great work-
er, pulling tﬁe entire load if the other member of the

teem shirked. In fact he pulled himself tc death. Mr,

————vimberley wag driving & load on the West 2@13§4§jg3§ﬂL4/u o

'
4

hill which at that time was much steeper than it is now.
Theiload wags & heavy one and the other ox began to shirk,
leaving old Lion to pull the whole thing. 61d Lion never
gave up, but just looked back, whined, and pulled so hard
that he burst something end died right there in his tracks.
. Mr. Wimberley offen sang to his oxen when out work-
ing. He could be heard a great'distan;e away, as he had
a powerful voice. He hus been heard vhen, as nearly as
could be figured out, Le must have been at least three

miles away.

CUTLAYR

Like other wespectable whité people of the Territory .

in the esrly days the Wimberleys had a healthy respect for
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outlaws and had no desire to gaig their 111 will. Mrs,
Wimberley, while she feared them éreatly, never refused
to feed them when it was necessary. )

In those days there were few if any white outlaws,
mos% of them being renegade Creek or bherokee.lndians.
The Osages, while not outlaws, would sometimes go on
drunken sprees, buying the ir liquor at a cider "jointh
at the foot of Sfandpipe Hill not far from the T«imber-
ley home. At such times, which usually came at night,:
Mrs. Wimberley would gather her lit£le ones together
and hide them in the bluff back of where the old Morn-
ingside hospitel now stands. |

One evening when Mrs. Héage and her'sisters camé
ﬁome frpﬁ school they found their mother greatly worried.
That day several Creek outlaws had brought Gibsy Partridge,
Creek outlaw, to the Vimberley hoﬁe requesting Mr. Wimber-
ley to care for Partridge vho h;d been vo;unde‘d in a gun
battle with police officers. Mr, uiﬁberley had refused
and Partirdge was takeﬁ to the home qf.Alvin Hsdge. ‘Tﬁé -

{ ) .
Wimberleys however were caught between two great fears,

Mr. Vimberley fearing that if'he harbored the ‘wounded
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oﬁtlaw the Light Horse would hold him responsible, while
Mrs. Wimberley feared his fefusal would infuriate. the
outlaws, who would then avenge themselves on hergéhildren.
Her fears at this particular time were increased by the
fact that because of brush snd undergrowth sﬁe could not
see the children until they were almogst at the house.

At thisﬁfime a gang of. outlaws were in hiding on
the top of the hill and were planning an attack on the
town that night, word of which had gotton back to the
residents. The attack was masde that night as planned,
but the Light Horse were waiting for the marapders. Among
the officers were Legus Perryman, chief of the Creeks,
Bil;y‘Burgess, and Mudlokey. Mr. Wimberley, who wes a
wi;nesg of the encounter, used to léugh about how Legus
Perryman's hat was shot off during tbg fray, and when the
bullet struck, Legus jumped straight up into the atr.

At another time, after Mrs.’Hodge's marriage, her
'hueﬁand, John Hodge, and her father were out in the Osage
Hills omne night and justAmissed walking i{nto a band of
outlaws. They pad be;n out coon-hunting and kebt heasring-

reports of guns sgain and again and were almost among -
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them before they realized that the reports' were signals ..

fired by the outlaw bend zs they were aaseﬁbling after  ©
L \\ N

a robbery. Fortunstely the two escaped wiﬁhgut,bginggsaen.

The house in which Mrs. Hodge and her hﬁgband lived

k3
-

along Fuchee Creek was the house from which Bi%ly Bruner, ¥
Creek Indfan, killed Bill Moody, United States Marshal.
Bruner himself was not wented by the officers, but he
was in company with and helping defend enother Ind;an
named Berryhill vhom the officers, all white men, were
attempting to arrest. The house had been surrounded by -
the offi?erS'and , &8s Moody aspproached, Bruner, aiminé
hisﬁgun fhrough 2 crack between logs, shot and killed :~ =
Moody. After seversl futile attenﬁts to getttheir men, B
- one of the officers rode to iulsa for Billy.Bu;gess, an
off;cer of the indian police. Arrived at the sééne of
battle, Burgess commended Bruner to come out and.surren-
der like s man, a command which Bruner promptly ébeyed,
giving himself up to one of his own race, where he would
not surrender to a white man.l Moody's dead body was
placed in a wagon into which Bruner also was put. Immedi-

ately Bruner straddled the 5ody.of Moody, whooped and
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gobbled, his way of challenging the white men to come on
and do something if they dared.
» * '
Bruner served & term in the Federal prison for his

crimes, whiie tae body of Moody still lies in a e¢ormer of
what was once the 0ld cemetery on VWest Second Street in
Tulsa, having been left undisturbed when the cemetery was
moved a few years 8go.

Mrs. Hodge's brother-in-law, -Jack Burgess, was the
first garper in Tu;sa and used frequently to be called
‘upon to barbér Creek outlaws. The outlaws would stay
hidden in the hills until their heir had g?own to their
shoulders, -then, late at night, would slip quietly up to
Burgess's bedroom Windoiw, tap lightly, and be admitted
through the windoﬁ, get their hair cut and be gdne the
same way; The only pay Burgess ever received for the
service was that he and his family were never molested |
by the outlaws.

The outléuﬁ Noah Partridge, Gibsy Parﬁridge, Wesley
Bernett, One-arm Kim, and others used %o 8top with the
Wimberleys to eat. .Barnett, when eating, always sat

facing the door, his ¥Winchester across his 'knees, ready
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to catch. it up and aim at tﬁe door at the alightést noise
out _c.>f the ordinary.. The Wimberl;ay childxien were posted
outs ide to watcﬂ an& warn him if anyone approachad. He
hed no hesitency whatever in shooting to kill at the
slighteat threat of. danger to himself.

Jane Wolf Owen, who at one‘time conducted a hotel 'in )
early-dey Tulsa, in later yéem had a ranch on Turkey Track
trail, near the head of Salt Creek about four end oﬁe half
miles southwest of Mannford, ‘where she conducted a kingi of
‘hide,out for outla;ws. The Dalton lboys often stayed with her
"end her two’ gram.ldaught.ers. who lived with her,frequently '
rode. with the Daltons on reids. At times when it was un—
. safe for the men to come as close :l?n as Jane's house the
" girls wuld carry food to them, swimming the river on their
horses. TheThouse which is st1ll standing had the doors
shot f:ull of bullets end bullets buried in the log walls.
Years after J ane Owen had gone Mrs. Hodge spent a aight in
tﬁe house.

When the Wimberleys lived along Shell Creek their house
was situated on the outlaw trail x.bt“f'ar from the caves .
where the outlaws hid Gut. Frequently, and at most~any hour

~

~
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of the night they would hear the outlews, Deltoms, or
Jenninéa or other gangs. Though frightened the girls
wuld often get up and peep out the wiﬁdow. Each man
would be riding a horse and usually leading two or three
others. One night a gang pessed bearing the hody of a
dead man in a wagon, but no one ever iearned anything of
who it might be.

The so-called Dalton caves were situated in a- secLyd-
' ed spot along Shell Creek northwest of Sand Springs.
Another cave where they were reputed to hide was in a
canyon farther north of Shell Creek dam 80 secluded Fnd ’
inaccesssable it would be almost impossible to find, 'anﬂ
could only be reached onAhorseback and with the greatesgg
difficulty.

Nua..Ebdge'g rajﬂer, Charles Wimberley, was porn in
Jacksonville, Illinois, in 3anuary, 1849. In 1879 .he came
to Indian Territory where he engaged 1n logging and treight-
'ing. Known ‘to his rriends as Uncle\faek he was on friendly

terms with probably sveryone in his commnnity, particularly
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with the Indiens. His freighting and logging wes always
dohe with oxen and he had the neéutation of being an expert
driveg of oien. |

| At the time Tulsa had its first Fourth of July cele~
bration Mr. Wimberley drcve in the parade a float to which
were hdtehed thirteen yoke of oxen, elecen yoke being his
‘own‘animals. The float w&e consfructed of two wagons, on
dhe firgt of which Was seated the queen of the celebration,
".Grace Mowbray, dressed in ehite witd s silver crown, whils
on the second wagon were all the other youné girls of Tulse,
each dreesed in white end wearing a colored’band bearing
the name of the state in which she was born. On this ?ey'
76 O Wnnberlqy set, the first flagpole ever erected in Tulsa
.near Tenth and Cincinnati. f

I

Mr. ¥Wimberley made the Run into old Oklahuma when it

wes opened to settlement in 1889. 'He succeeded in filing

on & claim near Chandler, but it was not a ;e;y desirabls

cne and Wimberley never went back to it nor tookyany steps
to prove i{t. He had rdd{;d‘his best.horae in the -dash 8o -
-.that it'was never'any good from then on, and died not long

after.
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After moving to Tulsa Wimberley with his‘oxen hauled-
the stone used in constructing the Lynch building, which'
still stands at the southeast corner of Main and First
Streets.. He &€lso hauled the largg roqk used to mseke thé
floor in the vault of Tulsa's first bank. That rock, as

nearli as Mrs. Hodge recalls, was about ten feet square

e

S

¢ ) — R SN
and two feet thick. Mr. Wimberley's oxen also plowed all
the fields now belonging to the big farm of the Chér;eé

.
Page ié?%rests, at that time leased by.:iimberley.

af

MRS. WIMBERLEY.

.
-~

Mrs. Wimberley, wife -of Charles %imberley, faced the
usual haréships of the pioneer women. Her very first en-
trance into§;he Territory was ugden tryiné ciréumstancesa
In a delicate state of health she Was in no. condition to

~ - ’ ~
endure excitement and her husband was‘hurry;ng to get

Y .
settled in camp before the stork should arrive vhen just
as he started the oien down the bank of “ond Creek the

_wagon'upset. Mrs. nimberley seized her two younger chile

“dren under one srm, placed her other hand on the hip om

one of the ‘oxen and jumped Jjust as the wagon went over.

-
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Mr. Wimberley hurriedly righted the wagon, ceontinued across
the river, and pitched the tent just in time for the arrival
of Mrs, Hodge's new little sister Jennie. ‘

Wheh the family had moved on from Pond Creek to Sk k—

emporary shelter in g dugout, Mrs.

'Simberley'fcund a squaw with a papoose inside the dugout. it
once the Indian women begen meking signs (she spoke no English)
which Mrs. Wimberley finally interpreted as meaning that the

woma n wished’to hold thé l1ittle baby, Mrs. #imberley was carry-

Ing, Jennie, now about a year and a half old. Unsuspecting
81’1d entﬁ*ely unafrajd ¥rs, Wimberiéy yielded her baby and
received the '.little papoosé jnto her arms in exchange, when
to her emazement the Osage woman {nstantly clapped tﬁe-little
white ;aby to her breast and let her x}ursé. Always after
that Jemnie was teased by the fafnily:' about being part Osaée.
When living along Bir& Creek, Mrs. Wimberley had to ‘

" come to Skiatook to ‘do her trading, the trip, from near Avant,
beinglm‘ade ;n horseback and taking the entire day. Wild

" animals ‘sametimeé had to be fought off. Mra. Wimberley some-

times found a mountain lion after her chickeng. ~Hogs sometimes

dragged to the barn with their entire hams eaten out or torn

rd .
»
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“out by mountain lions. This was when the femily wes 1iving

»

along Euchee Creek, not very close to other settlers. Once

while living on North Boulder in Tulsa,.Mrs. Wimberley was

" in her gerden gathering turnips when she was attacked by a

huge bull snake. She beat it off with the hoe but was
almost exhﬁusted before she was‘able to hack it to pieces.
When the snake reared up i% reached almost as high as her
shoulders, " | .

When wash day came Mrs. Wimberley, because the water

supply was limited, used to load the clothes into the old

" hack, together with the wash kettles, then with the chil-

“x

dren she would go to the big spring just under the niil

below where.the plant of the Sand Springs Bottling Torks

“now stends, on West Third Street. Her. little girls each

had three dresses, two for school and ope for Sunday, end “

I O _

it required much washing and ironing to keep ﬁggm Clean

'

and up to Mrs. Wimberley s standards of cleanling&a.

-

N
~

*rrm HODGE FAMILY .

- Alvin T. Hodge and Mary Burgess Hodge were the perents

of John Hodge, husband of Minnie Wimberley Hodge, Both" were

’
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born and reared: in the vicinity of Tulsa, Mr. Hodge belong-'

ing to the Creek and Mrs. Hodge to th.e Cherokee Nation. h
Mary Burgess ﬁelonge.d to & family which during the

Civil Wer had been in sympathy with the South. The women

" and children of these Southern sympathizers had been forced

to flee to the southem part of the Territory, wheré'they

tound refuge among the cane brakes along .the Red_Riverf

Alvin ‘Hodge wes also in sympathy With the South, had enlist- -

ediin the Confederate Army, and served in the immediate

vicinity where Mary Burgess was hiding:—Thetx omance had =

already budded, and at such times es he could get away from
the army for a while Alvin heiped to provide food for Mar;r
"and her friends. ‘ | | _ ) -

. The refugees suffered great hardships, surrounded as
they were by wolves an_d other. wild animals, hunted by bush-
whackers, and often being without sufficient food. - Children
were sometimes lost when families were forced to flee from
- attacks of reneéade soldiers. Mrs. Alvin’ T. iiodg‘e"s 'little
sister was lost{ in this manner and no trace has ever béen ‘
found of he'r; |

After the war was over tlhiese Indians, about seven '
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hundred in all; were assembled and stér;ed nortﬁ by Union
soldiers. They were so weak, however, that they Wwere unable
to! travel. The,soldiers then ordered several of the fattést
mules which were to be used in ﬁransporting them killed and
fed to the starving Indians. They wefe soon,abl; to travel
and were,tﬁeﬁ brought Back to the northern part of the
Territory. : ‘ |

Alvin Hodge was Tulsa;é first tax collector. At that
time every white man was reéuired to pey a tax of oné dollar
per month for the privilege of working in4jEf_§EEESEL_EEEEEL;——*——”'f'

was also a monthly school tax of one dollar and fifty cents.

Politics and politicel jobs then gs now were shot
through with graf; and 1t wes diffioult for en honest man
torhold his job,. Alvin Hodge managed it however until a
eogspiracy‘was formed to defraud the Creek Nation of'certain
bonds. One chief and several other Creeks were involved in
the plot, a discussion of whicp'one of Hodge's daughters‘
chanéed ﬁo o%erhear; The ponsﬁiratoré approached Hodge and
tried to persuade him to take part in the fraud, picturing
- to him the life of ease the wealth could provide, but Hodge

would have nothing to do with ‘the scheme. He gathered up the

-
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pepers connected with his office and turned them aver to
the ofricials and resigned from office saying at the 8 ame
time, "I am not living for myself I amn living for my

people.”
AI;DTMENTS.

~ John Hodge and each of his three daughters received

180=acre allotments in the Creek Nation. Xthel's extended

east and north from th theast—coIner of the intersection

of what is now Forty-first Street and Harvard, while John's
ad joined it on the east. Oma's was part of'what is now
Sand Springs, known as the Hall addition. Auéusta's was

,alongfiélt Creek seven miles. southwest of Lanmford.

FERRIES

" A United States ferry formerly crossed the Cimarron

£

River at Leroy, southeast of Sinnett. This ferry was mucﬁ

used by outlaws,

'Y

The Chesley 3tarr ferry was at Wekiwa. The trees there

’

still bear marks of the cables. Wwekiwa, fncidentally, comes

from the Indisn word we-kay-wa, meaning lots of water.
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A ferry 4éand,éprings known as the Postoak ferry
was clése o where the bridge now’extanda across the
river.

A Negro named John Simmons had come to indian ‘fer- ‘
ritory from\Texés_and was living near Coweta where he
"farmed-land legaed'rfdm the Creeks. e bécame involved
in some kind of erooked deal in which he cheated am .
Indien woman out of certain cattle. He was arrested = .

”’1Eﬁ%33%Eig_gg;;I;;;';;;’;;;’;jt:n his choice of being
tried in either the ;h;te or the indian courts. Simﬁong_
knew $o a certainty what his tate would be with ?he
gniﬁe courts so decided hg ﬁould take his chances in
the Indaih court. . .

He was tried, found guilty, and sentenced to receive
one hundred 1ashes; 'fhe lashes were .administered, but
the man nearly died £rom the severity,of.the punishment. -
After his recovery he sued the Crgek\Natiopton the ground
that not being’a citizen or tﬂe Natiop, the Greeké had no

jurisdiction over him. A compromise was effected, whereby

the Negro was made a citizen of the Nation, and together
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with his children was given allotments in the Creek Nation.

Simmons was the last person to be whipped at the old

Coweta post.



