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Johnson H, Hampdon,
Interviewer,
Auenst 12, 1937, '

Interview with Hlain Hoiman (Chickasaw Freedmen)
Antlers, Oklshoma.
Born September 16, 1868,
Fathep-Haryy Holman.
Yother-Jens Holman
1 was born on the 18th day of September,1688, et
Bluff, Oklshoma. It was then Biuff, \G/hoctaw Nation,
Indien Texrritory.

My father®'s name was Harry Holman and my motherls
-neme Jene Holman. 3y father was rsarel at Doaks¥ille,
and nmy mother was reared.in Texss, Ny grandfatherts
nawe was Henry Holmen, apd my grandmother's navs was
louisa Holman., They ware slaves owned by & man named

“Yolsom, but I don't know his first name, This men
owned several slaves et that time, and after the war
.when they were fresd {hoy took their mester's nams
and called themselves Folsom, Hy father took his

stepfather's mamg, 80 we are known as Holmans.
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1 don't know much about how they 1ived et thet

| time, at I think that they had plenty to eat, for
they were ﬁ.avn at that time, This man Folson was

a Chickasaw Indien, 80 after ¥ne Damws‘ Commd sstoners
ceme down to enroll us we wers earolled as Chickeaaw
Frecdman, This was bscause the man who owned them was
a Chickassw, We got forty arres of land in the Choctew
Hation, but we did4 not go to Chickasaw liation to fils
on owr iand for we bhad besn reared in this country, so
we just filed owr lend end }.1'9;06 here,

The femsily then moved to whai war lnown as Elurf,
where 1 was' bern and recred. A great mx{y f:eedmn
moved there fyrom 04 Doaksville and lived at BRuff,
This village wes on the Hed Rivor,

I don't know how my people u?ii' atter they were
freed.us I have becn told that they stayed with their
ons time master for a fow yesrs and wrked on the farm
for him. He paid them for their work,and they-lived-
xmot?; well: They finally had te gzet ot and rustle
for themselves 3o they Oponog up & farm, & smnll orne
and raiced their carn, and bsens and potatoes, and such,
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When I was borr at HRuff they hed a smnll foamu

‘o

of atout five acres which was a'bout 8ll they hed in
cultivation, for they did not need much of a farm,
“’At that tims the Indlens did not bave anything btut

.. 4mall ferms, and of course the Iyecdman were

rearef among them, so they dida't work like theyl

should ut just raised enough corn to moke their

bread, which was abcut ell they nesded,

* The country was full of wild geme such es deexr,

'éurkm, and plenty of $ish on ths crocks. Te did

not have % work bhurd % iive at thet tiwe, we would
get out into the wooul and kill & 4éar snd turkey any
time we wanted i und there were lots of preirie chickens
on the preiries. In fact t;erg"waa plenty o sat everye
where, We bad to o over to the Toxsa side to get our

carn ground, and to get our cotion givned, thet ig whet R

little cotton we made, Ue did not reise much cotion in

those duys, for we could not tske care of the crope.
Ve hed a few heed of cetile, hogs, and some ponies

which werse wild., They m;u:o not molested by any one,

{hoy just ran out §n the woods every sprivg. We did
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have lots of fun funming them, and it would tuks us
about two or three days to gzt them in the pens The
ocorrel was out in .tho woods for it wew imposaible to\
get them to the houss to put them in & pen.

I am & Chickasaw Freedman, 1 have lived umong
" the Choctew Indisns all of my lifes I have worked for
them and have trefied with themthey are just es honest
as any people cen bes They are dependahe and I never
had an emmmy among them apd never hud any troublalwith
then in all my 1ife, I think that they are the best
people anywhers. I filed my lend here aud I don'? tuink
tstat I will live anyshere else dut ia this country, now
Oklahoma, -

; have forgotten meny fnstancss/ that have happened -

4n my lire and what I heve heard the oldex paopie telk
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ebouse If I had had an education 1 Light hnve reuembered

$hings thet would have been interesting, I have no
education at all, soc I can't tell much of anyfiing thot

has happensd,
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