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Urs, Nora L, Lorrin,
Investigator,
Merch 15, 1938. &

4n Interview with br. George £. Lambe,
: Robbins «ddition,
E)l Reno, Cklahoma.

Mr. George klexander Lambe was born in Tyrone County,
Ulster krovince, Irelend, .ugust 17th, 18%54. ZHis father,
'John.lanmy, (the name lambe is spelled Lammy ard is éo
pronounced in Ireland) was born in Irelsnd in 1820, tae
oldest of eleven children,end he and one of his sisters
ceme to the United otates in 187¢ coming to Illincis and
he went to work for a fermer in Illinois and stayed with
him for six fears. iile then came to «estefn Kansas to
Comanche County. -Ee proved up a rough cleim out there.
Everybody was leaving gnd)everybody was starving. fhe
lend wes thought to be no good which was more or less a
fact. He was around that pzrt of the country for very
nearly two rears. e left Comenche County and came to
) NoéMan's-Léﬁd, in 1887. Trere was no law in that country
and it was rough and tough and people came in there who

|

had to get away from the law for even the lederal officers

hed no jurisdiction there then. Anyone could go in there
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end squat on a piece of ground, no one had < ny right to
object, for it was a lo-Man's-Lsnd in fact as well as
nams, ’

vhile Géérge Lembe was living in :o-Kan'é-Lcnd, he
lived in the edge of beaver City. iHe put up two smali‘
gshacks., hie hed come from Illinois %c itnsas in a covered
wagon and he also nade the tri: from iensas to lio-l&n's-

.lend in & covered wagon. .

They seat ;epresentatives to Washington tco try to
get their land thrown open to setélement, so it could be
considered a part of the United Stetes but it wes not
opened until the Orgenic act mmde it & part of Cklghoma
Territcry in 1890. The big cat%lemen fought the iégue'
herd, as they did not ;vant anfg oi‘ the-cvklahoma land
opened to settlement. Lir. Lamue came to rort Reno via - ...
covered wagon before the Cpening on »pril 22, 188¢. He
drove to Fort Reno and then to & location on . *+ is now
Grand n;énue of';l Reno and lined up with others
along there. There were maeny more tfees«aiong the river

et that time than there are today, but the rest of the

country rouﬁd about,including the site of El Reno, was
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just bare and empty prairie: There was grass along the

| river and in the draws high en;ugh and thick enough to -~

hide a- hdrse in. Ainyone found getting into the rcountry |

before noon on the day of the Opening was taken out and

not pérmitted to run at éll, that is, if they were caught.
There was a line of men, women, girls, snd kids lined

{
up frorm the South Canadian River to & place north of iHen-

nessey. & cannon was fired at ¥ort Reno fcr the starter.
Mr. Lembe and a men of the name of Breadwood, afterward

a representative from SeeaverCounty made the run tcgether.
Both got claims. Lr. lambe got a ¢laim thres or four
miles east and a mile gouth of Ei Reno. e never filed
on it. e returned to Beav.r City for a short time after
the Run. There was an editor at Beaver City of!tpe naﬁe -
of Brown and a rfresbyterian minister of the name of Uver-
"street. The latter hed a son who became a ﬁoctqf and
practiced in Kingfisher., bir. La§be's claim that he took

in the Run did not just suit him and he traded }t fg}

another th.t was located ad joining E1 Reno on the sou?heast

at £be end of Cévanauéh otreet, He gave the otner fellow

$76.00 to boot for it. shen they mede the trade neither

A
.
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of £bem.had filed on their respective *faces and it was
two, months after the nuq. He had his tﬁams ard a plow

and ne went to plow1ng %OE +verybody. He plowed the first
furrow for 'i.a jor Foreman énd he plowed the first plowing"

f

on the Kickok's farm that later became the fickok addition.
lie plowed also i; the Jensen's additior.

Hé was plowing on‘the’Hicchk propertly when the three
men in. a sprihg wegor. came end told him that they were o
going Lo atart a town on Foreman's farm, he men 2t the
head of the project were Rogers end hacDon%ld. Cne of
§hese,ﬁen asked Lr. Lemve if he would quit blowing_and g0
witﬁktéam to help with laying out the townsite. They had
a tenfland kr. Lambe also had & tent, le hdd beem making
from $6 00 to $7.00 a day but decided to golwith them, so
went to\borlington and bought some ced¥r pusits and broucht
|
f

them back to the prospective townsite and culb them into

stakes whils they were surveyving the townsite and he hed
hig wor%ing location about where the wustine|iotsl is now

located{ in the 200 block East woodson street} kLr. Lambe

and thegmen with him advertised the ssle of the lots ex-

tensivély and they were put up for sale during the last

i

l
|
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lots for 50,00 apiece ard all t?ey could give in lieu of
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days of May in 1889,ébbut‘é month efter the Cpening. They

offered to sell the corner lots for $75.00 and the inside

i
a title was & bond for a lot or & sart of rromisé to give \

you a deed if they ever did get & legal title to the properiy.

-

.man had not proved up on uis ¢laim. The law stated that th

The Government was hot in on the proposition and Hajor ¥ore
;\

land was opened to homestead -only and ir order to prove up
and get the title to your claim you had to convince Uncle

Sem that that wfs what you wanted the lend for. .ajor

Foreman, by stariing his townsite before he hed proved up

on his e¢laim and getting his title to it sutomatically dis-
qualified his claim on the lend, While they were still
surveying the ground ¢nd Mr., lLambe was msking stakes, a

women and her two deughters moved into ¢ tent nearby and

cooked for the others of the working crew tut in ¥y. lembe's

own words, "I bed me cwn tent end grub box end cooking

. Q \
utensils and done me own cookin.”
f .

Rogers ard l.eal Evans ran a sort of a commissary store

”

out &t Fort Reno. They were out there a lot and spent a iot__'

of time and money playing up to those officers working for
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a stand-in with the officers who were staticned out thers.
They were not doing right and the whole thing wes pretty
rew. bir. lezbe went out there sometimes e¢end ther would
give him a good meal. ..e:l Evens afterward moved to El
Reno. bMir. Lambe wie in Bl keno the day the. started to
sell the lots; he :84 = berrel of weter thet he hed pro-
vided for the people to drink. Rogers snd the other ren
Led promised Mr., lambe the very best lots in town to pay
him for the work that he had dcne for them. They did not
pey aim & cent in money. The tents or hesdquarters from
which the sales were made were abouf where the jeil is now
or a little esst of it. «ll the officers and most every-
body else was in from lort #tenc the day of tne sale, They
nemed most of the streets after officers &t the Iort.

i

Bickford was hamed for an overlané freighter who supplied
the wood for the Fort and did other freighting for the
Government. wade wes named after Colonel J. F. utde,
Commander at fort Reno. London waé also named for an

officer at Fort “eno. Choctaw avenue had ¢nother neme at

the start but when the Chcctaw Railroad came through here

<

17
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the na;na of the street was changed to Choctaw Avenue.
Poremsh Streot was named for Me jor Johp 4. Foremen, the
man who'aa' 6laim fc‘>rmed the original townsite. Toster
Street wa:;g named after a quartermaster of the Fifth
Cavalry stationed at Fort Reno. Macomb Street was named
for Lieutenant Lh.comb; troop B, Fifth Cavalry. Williems
Street was named éor We Go Williams who used to run a
ranch west of Minco and was called "Caddo Bill". Pemn
Street was named for a Lieutenant Penn,also stationed at
the Fort. RogQrs Street was named after one of the

organizers of the townsite,Dr. B. C. Rogers,who was after-

wards mayor of El Reno. Rock Island Street got its name

from the Rock Islend Raiiroed éqcl\the lots on either side

of it were given as bonusés to th;railroa_d :in order to

get it to come through El ﬁeno» There are many more of

the streets in El Reno that are .named for Fort Reno people
The Rock Island Railroad m}ey came through fond

Cresek and ren thréugh Reno Cit&/and on down straight throwh

wvhat is now Rock Island Street but the survey afterwards

]
changed 80 that it missed Reno City. On the morning of the
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sale the whole Fort wes there and monopolized the whole
thing. The officers went into the tent and picked three
or four of what they considersed would be the best lots.
It was just guess work, of course. Most people thought
that Choctaw Avenue would turn out to be the main street
axd the officers chose mesny lots on this street. In all
the survey Mr. Lambe had his own opinion as to which lots
ifouhd pe ?pgﬁggﬂiﬂyaluable and which streets would be best,
‘M;: Lambe got worried,as Mr. Rogers had promised him some
of the best lost in town for his wages,and he went to
Rogers and asked him to let him choose his lots before all
the best ones ﬁéd been taken. Rogers put him fo,saying
that he wes too busy just then and tofld him to come dback
later., Mr. Lambe called again and they just kept meking
excuses and asking him to‘wait until he knew that they
did not intend to keep their agreement with him. Finally,
he went out of the tent intent on doing something about it.
He talked with a friend, a Mr. Brown, who was from Beaver
City and afterward postmaster of Oklahoma City, and asked
Mr. Brown what he thought about it. Mr. Brown answered

that it wes a fraud and stated that the Govermment ought
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Yo handle it, Mr. Lambe knew tbat they were stalling
and he and Mr. Brown and some other men from Besver City
took some stekes and went anfi staked some lots on their
own account without their sa;r-so.

Mr. Lambe staked two lots where the First National
Bank now stands at 100 South Bickford Street. Nr. Brown
staked two lots on the same street, but in the 1CO block
North Bickford Street on the east side of the street, just
across the street northetst of Mr. Lembe's lots. There
was Do one on these lots and they had not been sold. Jos
Perrin took two lots,also, just across the street north of
his lotss The word was carried to the tent headgquerters
that George La;nbe headed a bunch of " jumpers"” so the sell-
ing stopped. About evarybo:iy ard all of-the officers came
to where Mr. Lambe was on the lots which he had steked, anmd
asked him what he was doing? Mr. Lambe told them that he
did not want to cause any trouble but that these lots had
been promised to him in payment for work which he had done
in helping to lay out the townsite. They kept putting him

off although he t0ld them that these claims were not being

at
taken legally am;’gne of these days the Goverpment would

L]
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teke hold and throw the land open as Major Foreman had

not proved up on his claim. These men wers very angry
and,all armed with six guns were a rather formidable
looking lot. Jack Stilwell, United States Marshal, wes
there and they ssked him to put Mr. lLambe off the lots.
Mr, lambe told the mershal that the thiagsthey were doing
were not legal and that he did not want anything‘that was
noﬁ by rights his,but that he had as good a right to

ask for prétection as they hzd to try to put
him off. He told them that he was on the lots first and
the matter could be settled later in the courts and then
if the court decided in their favor I;e would get off.
Stillwell told the angry crowd of officers and gamblers
that whet Mr. Lambe said sounded reasonable and they were
to let Mr. Lembe alone end that to protect Mr. Lambe was
the only thing that Mr., Stillwell could do. So the officeys,
Rogers and MacDonald, went to their tent, and hed a little
meeting and decided to give Mr. Ilambe and the men with him.
the lots they had staked,which they did,snd gave Mr. Lambe

and the men with him bonds for these claims. The man who

c. -
x z *‘ Jb vf:;
% >y
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was sent to compromise with Mr. Lembe and his compenions
was called "Curley haired McDonald btut he wes no relation
to the other McDonald. He was a kind of a lawyer; he got
into a row later out in Blaine County and got killed.
"Curly-hairéd McDoneld"told Mr. lembe whet Rogers and the
others were willing to do snd they went to the tent and
got their bonds. When this harpened Major Foremen was
gone. When he came back and they tld him about it Major
Foremen was good and mad and he said that Mr, Lambe and
the men with him would bave to give those lots back to
him., Mr. Lambe and the”others refused to give them back
and then they tried to trade I:iajor Foreman out of his lots
but he would not trade. He held onto them and there was
really nothing they could get for them. By that time there
were tents up all over towm. Mr. Lambe had.soms lumber on
his lots and had a foundation for & house started ami they
came and carried the lumber into the street in an attempt
to teke his lots by force. Major Foreman and his ocrowd of
officers and gamblers were armed; not all the guns were in
aight'but they were there just the same. Major Foreman

and his men were trying to bluff or scare Mr. Lambe out,
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Jack Stillweli, the United Stetes lLarshal was there. Mr.
Lembe agein explained metters t¢ him end told him that
the officers had given him a bonll for the lots. Mr. Lambe
told the Marshal that he did not think that the bonds were
worth anything, but he was first on those lots, they owed
the lots to him and that he wesn't going to get off., Mr.
Lembe had a shot gun that he had loa\ed to a friend %o
teke on a hunting trip and the man cghs back to town while
the row was going on and he walked “P\$° Mr. lambe and
hended the loaded shot gun to him. Ma}br Foremsn and Mr.
Rcgers threw up their hends and told Mr, Lambe that they
414 not want his lots, saying,"You cen have them". Mr.
Lambe hadn't even thought of using the gun. However, the
gun spoke a language all its own which they evidently
underséood and Mr. Lambe wasn't bothered any\ ore about
the lots. \

Reno City had about fifteen hundred or two' thousand
people in it and My. Lambe had to go either to F&rt Reno

\

or to Reno City to get his supplies before they gat the .

stores going in El Reno. Reno City wes about a mi noz%h
/

\ !

\

\
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of the North Canadian River on the east side of the road.
Mrs. J. E. Kelso of 811 South Hoff Street now owns the '
farm on which Reno City used to stand. Mr. Lembe went

to Kingfisher ami’filed on the claim that is now known

as the Vance Farm. Reno City had it in for El Reno

‘people and they contested Major Foremen's filing end also
the Jensen filing. A msn of the name of Major Wass, a
soldier of the Civil ﬁar,contested the Jensen claim and
Angus McClain contested kiajor Foreman's claim. The Rock
Igland Railrosd was ;oming south and waes north of Concho
quite a way and they changed the route and instead of
coming through Rego City they angled off west of Concho
and missed Reno City by a mile. A mile west of Reno City
there was Indian lend (Cheyenne and Arapaho) and Reno City
could not build to the west or move west to get to the
railroad.’ The railroed angled back east efter crossing -
the river and came into El Remo at the north end o: what
is now Reno Avenue which leaves El Beno at the soutﬁ end
of Rock Islapd Street. Major Yoremen and the others had

a scheme that caused the Rock Island to come to El Reno

§

-

e

¢ \ ~
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giving them all the lots on either side of Rock Islend
Str;et,also & large cash bonus to get them to come to El
Reno. 'Reno City foolishly refused to-donate anything,
thinking that bécasuse the route was already surveyed
they would not go to thé expense of a re-survey.

‘ Jensen turned his land over toc a men of the name of
Thompson, a saddle meker at the Fort. He filed on a strip
of land on the west side of Choctaw Street. He was called
Jimmie Thompson. He did not understand the homestead laws
agd he did not want to stay on hié land or live on it. So
he built a dﬁéout and got &8 men of the name of Brady to
live on it for him: This was & case of holding the claim
down by proxy. Mr. Brady also worked at the Fort; he was
a8 honest as the sun but he would take e drink,

Thompson s0ld eighty acres of his land to the Townsite
compeny for $1,000,00. Gamblers stood in with the Townsite
'company and they got the old man, Thompson, drunk and Ytook
his $1,000,00 away from him., They seemed about to get his
eighty acres that he had still away from him also, when
Brady filed a contest against Thompson in order to save the

ei ghty acres for the old min.
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Mr. Lambe waata witn;as' to the contest filing and
went with Mr, Brady to Kintg’ﬂaﬁer when he filed the con-
test. On the way coming homs, Brady told br. Lembe, "I
am not going to Grink a drop of whiskey until this con-
teat is all settle-d." Had ;13 kept his word, he might

bave lived meny years longer than he did. The éamblers
knew his weakness end they sent some men to his dugout
with a bottle of whiskey with instructions to be very -
friendly end talk him into taking a drij’nk. ;I'hesé gamblers
acted real Mendii; appearing to be the best of good fel-
lows. Mr. Brady finally took a d;'ink, then another and
anothpr and the gamblers -kept talking to him, gradualiy
beginning to querrel with him., Mr. Bredy was Irish and
hot tempered and they finally got him‘fighting mad as

was their intention in the first ‘place dnd he knocked one
of them down., A short time later-s Marshal of the name
of Charley Beers, Jacops, Stanlei and Thompson and some
other people came to arrest Brad;r and take him prisoner
for knocking the fellow down which was just a subterrfuge,

of course. They had Win&hesteré and Brady saw them coming
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and knew what was up. He saddled his horse,aiming to go
to the Fort and get away from them. They tolg him to
surrender, but Brady peid no attention to them. They had
no right to do it but two or three of them shot him down.
Mr. Lembe end Tom Jensen got to him before he died snd Mr,
Lambe went to Fort Remo for the doetor. The doctor came
and got there while Brady wes astill alive but/sgfggiot in
the stomach and he died before morning the day that he was
shot, There was no dependable law in Oklshoma, especially

in El ﬁono. Beers j&s one of the officers and he was one

of the ones who did {he shooting. They bad to send to

Oklshoma City for an\officer and while waiting for the

Oklahome City authorities the police guarded the streets

so that the men could not get away. The officers came in

the morning; they took Charley Beers prisoner and Mr. Lambe
went to him and told him that he had been appointed with N
some others to $ake him to Uklahoma City. Chalmers, Scales

and "Curley haired McDoneld" were with Mr. lambe. Jacops,
Beers, and Stanley were the guilty men and they want peace-

ably enough; There was an 0ld rooming house in Oklahoma

o
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City where the prisoners were k@ﬁﬁ‘ig lieu of & jail.
This was a tough plece. The men were el)l armed, how-
ever. 3tenley pulled out his gun and handed it over
to Mr. Lambe. ir. mbe was not deputized, just

apnointed for tre job, iuey sent v, Jaasas L.ty Tor &

United Stetes wers.al for the sriel end thic rmin Jonsen

,

(Y

was & witaness ané "Curley riired Mcuonald" &lso. The
srisoners were oound over for trial under bond &nd the
trial waz, tc ne held 1a wuchite, Laners. JShirley

Chepmen, & newspaper man from EL Heno, & ra.a of the

nsme of Gun~, and Pet Jonelly, & little Irishman, wko

@
W

one of the men #ho took the wkiskey V0 Iraily ia

~r T 4
7 5

»

the first place but was not in on the plot, were among
the witnesses, The men «ho ~ere On trisl brought & lot
gf iafluence tO beer on the cese. They went up there
dressed in ell their Tiaery end nel T eir wives end
femilies #ith them or some one gcting in thst capeacity
erd brought lewyers up Trom Texes for tre “e ense.

They were all tried togetier. The prosecution’s main
sitness ~e&s the man Jensen, xho bore down pretty hard

on them in the triel in Oklehame City but

186



187
LAMBE, GEORGE ELEXANDER INTERVIEW 10285

-18-

hed changed his tune when the trial ceme up in Wichita,
Kensas,and was mighty easy on them in Wichita. The trial
resulted in & hung jury; there was another trial and they
came clear, They made two trips to Wichita. Mr. Lanbe

wes living at the time on the farm east of El Heno, now
known as the "Vance® farm. The shooting occurred in the
latter part of 1889 as there was snow on the ground when
Brady was shot. Mr. Lembe had moved to his farm and hed
built & smsall boi house on it. This is now used as a wash
house by the Vances. I, the meantime, he had sold his two
lots to a men of the name of Jolimka, receiving $200,00 for
them., He used this money to build the house he was living
iz when all this happened. He lived in this house for ten
years. The contest on the Foreman place was still pending
in court. Jensen lost his place but by compromising with
wess was given & part of his land and he put it in the neme
of his brother-in-law, whose name was McCrocket. Foremen's
contest was still going on but he in some wey got a final
receipt, They contested his patent _and be lost everything.

They decided the whole thing was a freud,that the land was
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Government land and declared the whole thing open to settle-
ment as a Government townsite and they sent Commissioners
from Washington to over-sese it. The people who~had stayed
%ith their property end made improvements on their lots were
given deeds to them by the Government, ’

The next morning there were two or three thousend people
here in ﬁl Reno, staking and jumping lots, If there were ho
improvements on a lot and the prior owner wes asbsent he simply
lost his property. It wes Saturdsy and people staked lots
ell day Sunday. They gave Eaj&r Foreman a portion of his
land,the northeast part of it. The Presbyterian Church is
standing on some of the land thet he got; Major Foremen gave

;this ground to the Presbyterian Church.

Reno City saw that she wes beaten, for El Reno had the
‘%%ilroaq end was a Government town. Reno City started to
‘gu§ld another town nearer to0 the railroad end north,calling

; ifiEl Reno,end tried very hard to get the post office bdut
| this plan did not work. A good meny of the people left
‘ ﬁ%no City and yent to other places and some of them came to

El Reno, smong them, Wass and McClain. Remo City had a very
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large hotel considered a very finé building by early day
standards. After Reno City wes doomed this hotel was
moved to El Reno and a temporary bridge had to be built
across the river in order to get it across. This hotel
wes about three months meking the trip and it wes moved
"to the cormer of Rock fsland and “ade Streets and it stood
for years on the southwest corner where the Magnolia Filling
Station is at 300 South Sock Island.

The Caddo Hotel was run by a women and the building
was torn down and moved away in 1916 or 'l7. Everything
went along pretty smoothly Wt for about twé yesrs the
deeds were pretty shaky amd because of that fact, Cklahome
City got a two years head start on El Reno in growth. People
would come to El Reno to buy lots,intending to settle here
and then would find out about the shaky titles to the land.
They would then go on over to Oklshome City where things
were more secwre, if possibly less exciting. Mr. Lambe
stayed with E1 Reno because of his farm. He put out a very
nice peach orchard and reaised soms wonderful peaches. He

s0ld the place to a man of the neawme of Hobbs, receiving
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$4,500.00 for it in 1898 or '99. His father and an uncle
lived near "ellington, Kensas, and Mr. Lambe went there and
bought two hundred acres of lend but he hed the Oklahoma
fever. In 1902 he sold his land and visited with his
relatioms in I1llinois where he first came when he came to
the United States. .

He went back to #ellington and lezter he went to the
World's Fair, held at 5t. Louis, Missouri,in 1904. He was
tl}ere for about six months. The present "Elks Building" in
El Reno was the “Okla.homa Building" at the St. Louis World's
Fair. Mr. Lambe had his picture taken on the steps of the

Oklahome building with Governor Ferguson end his wife,

190

Governor Ferguson's wife was the editor of a paper at Watongea

end they were living at Watonga when Ferguson was elected
Governor of OklaYoma.

In January, 1905, bir. lLembe came back to E1 Reno and
bought the building where the Davis Electric Company is now
located at 109 South Bickford. He ;180 bought the store on
the .south of it. These buildings were only built about
eighty feetlong: he took them on out to the alley and put

S
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steel céilinge in them and these improvements cost about
$20,000.,00. Mr. Lambe lived there in the upper pert of ~
the corner building for about fifteen years renting office
rooms up~steirs and in the downstairs psrt there was a
pool hall, a movie and the Bechton and Wheeler Clothing
Company. A rgw of the persons who hed offices in his
building were.ﬂi. Catto, Dr. Dever, and Judge Lowe.

When  they were building the City Hz=ll Mr. Lambe had
all the City beds up in his building. Mr. Lsmbe s0ld
this businégs“building and went into the oil business. He
v;ent out west of Calumet and got 8ix or seven thousand
acres of oil leases and tried to drill an oil well at
Calumet and sank $5,000,00 out there. He dug the well
three thousand six lundred feet deep, couldn't go any deeper,
and got no oil. He went into the o0il business deeper and
deeper, finally "going broke." In the meantime, between
building and buyiAg on the installment plan, he bad about
fifteen or sixteen houses built when the panic came. The
railroad men could not pa& their rent, he could not meet

the instsllments on his property and lost it all. He then
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bought the place where he is now living. Mr. Lambe has

never been married.



