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This report made on (date) ___ pMay 20%th, 1937. 193
1. Neme Elliston -Labor . SN

2. ggét Office Address éelzoni} Qkiahomn.
3. Residence address {or location) ]
-4, DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth _ Dopt4 know Day Year 1881
5. Place of birth Near. E.g;; EQE; Choctaw Nation.
6. Namé of Father _pmouaton Tapor ____ Place of birth Leuisians
Other information abdu; fa;her‘ | .
7.

ation about mother

e

Name of Mother Parmdan I'hez Place of birth’ yississippi
Other infg¥m

Notes or d¢omplete narrative tv the field wovker dealirg with the life
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and gquestions. Contipnue on blank sheets if neczssary and
attach firmly to this*form. Number of sheets attached . .
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Interview with Elliston Labor
Belzoni, Oklahoma.
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I was born near Eagle Fork, Neshoba 6ounty, Indian
Territory, Choctew Nation, some time in the year 188l.

My father's name was Houston Labor; my motherg
nsre was Parmden Labor. My fathgr was‘of Spanish descent.
He came from Louisiana and settled near Smithville, Indian
Territory, Choctaw Netion. My mother came from Missiésippi
when she was swall girl end she end my Father married. She
was a full blo?d Choctew Indian.
" Father wds about seventy six &ears old when he died.

Father moved from Nashoba Count& ;nd located in Blue
County, which is now Bryan Sounty. |

we useghto do u;r trading at Smithville and some-~
times went to Arkensas for ocur groceries.

'When I was a boy we had plenty to eat. Ny father ~

had lots of hogs, cattle and ponies. we had a small farm

that we worked and we made enough corn to do us for breed.
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e
and beating it with a pestle; she would meke sour areed,

hominy, sour homtay and the like. .

We lived in the mountein, Easgle-Fork is the neme
of a river thet flows sourhvand’pun: into Little River.

. $
It is not a big river but it is very treacherows.It heads
back in'the mountain. We lived moét far from this r;ver.
There weréllots of. deer, turkiys end squirrels and some
bea;)and the creeks had lots of fish in them. ¥e used
to see some big fisk floeting on top of tﬁe wetgr. “We
used to catoh all the Tish we wanted in a little while
and if we wanted some venison all we hed to do was to
get out away from the house and’get wh§%'we wanted. We
did'ngf'want for any fresh meat gt any time ‘he only
thiggswe ever run out would be bread stuff; ;offee and
sugar. We did not use white suger, it was all. brown sugar.

¥y FathéT killed two beers that I can remember of.

0f course he killed all other gemes at any time he wanted

~
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vput he went out wnd %illed these bears close to cur
house. The vears s: eti-es scula cuie up t- the house

A

and cetch & hop or & pig frov us; they were herd to

find wnen we went out looking for them.

ine c&y ancther ooy wad i weunt ou fiehia,., 1

"hed & frifle) it wus cne of th-se olé timers which hsad

to ve loud.d every tine it fired. 1t wes ¢ [.cd shoot-
ing gun. Thet dey I did nci-ficure on seeiqy snything

=

!

. btut squirrels so 1 hed 1t loeded fir sguirrels. Eefore

we oot dewn to the creec there we were . .inrs t. fish,

1 s&. & Lesr comin, down t.. mountsin. Ie vt pretty
cldse before I fired &t hnim., 1 don't know whether 1
. ' . v -
_nit him or not for 1 was sccred wien.l sew him &nd know-

N a

i th.t 1e woulc fi kit

if 1 wounded hin, Ivtooz DHretty

gopd aim &t nim. <shen I fired he ren buck wp the moun-
tefin but 1 daid et fel ow hin for 1 wes afreid to, so
wg just turned aund went back home without fishin; .-

17



TABOR, ELLISTON INTERVIEW 5920

) (
My father was appointed Deputy Sheriff by Tom

Watson, who was the last Sheriff under the Choctaw
Government. He was Sheriff when the last men %&s
executed at the District Court at Alikehi. The

.United State Government tried to interfere but the

~ Choctaws had slready tried him end found him guilty

of murder and sentence had been pronounced and the day‘
set for his execution, 80 when the day came for his
execution, tﬁey took him to the court ground and
executed him. My feather did not hold any official
position except thisg one term as a Deputy Shériff.

The Indians were not bad people; there were no ;.
outlaws among them! of course they would fight and kill
one another once in a while, but so far as stealing‘
they did not do much of this. “hey knew that if
they got ceught they would get thirty nine lashes on

their bare back, which was the penalty for minor offenses

under the Choctaw laws.
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My father was a part Choctaw Indian, and also had

AN

_some white‘blood in him but most of his blood wss
Spanish. He could spesk ®nglish, Croctaw and Spanigh.
He wes just like ome of those full-blood Indians in
his ways and sctions. He was considered a leader among
fgé Choctaws where he lived, they came to him for ad-
“fice on anything they wanted to know.
I am part Choctaw Indian part white and a part

Spanish. I have been reered among the Choctaws and have

lived among them. I have been to their big meetings

end have been to their criés and have seen them play -

Indian ball. I am now living twelve miles—smast of

Antlers, Oklahoma.
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