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From an Interview with T. M* Lambrlght,
Sayre, Oklahoma*

I came to the Indian Territory In 1-98. I was

only about eighteen years old and my wife was about

seventeen. We le f t Texas in a wagon working two

mules. I was looking for a place to s e t t l e , and I

oamped on Cache ""reek, east of Fort S i l l In the /

Comanche Indian country, for a few days. There were1

about two thousand Indians caasped at this place, and

they were living in tepees, that was what they called •

them. These tepees were three poles fixed together

at the top, and the Indians had sacks and ra^s fixed

around these poles to keep the rain out. They would

build a fire In the cen-er of these tepees, and at

the top they would leave a hole for the smoke to go

v out. During the three days I was camped- there, I

never saw them cook anything. They would h"-ve beef

meat hanging on the outside of their tepees drying.

I remember one evening my wife was cooking supper,

and several of the Indian women came to our carnp and

watched her cook. They couldn't speak English so

th«y^ would shake their heads when we would try t?.

talk to them. I could hardly t e l l the men from the

women as they a l l wore their hair braided, and would -
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have red thread braided into their h'-ir/. They wore

moocasina on their feet , and blankets wrapped around

them. The three days I stayed there £ never saw

any of them wear a hat or a oaj>, as they a l l went/

bare headed. /' • /

I made the ^heyenne Run and staked a place, and

buil t a dug-out in about five days. My wife and I

moved in, but/we had a hard time the f i r s t year trying

to make a living* We were the same as two kids,

although A knew how to farm. I cat wood and sold i t

the f i r4t winter we lived there, and also hunted. By

sell ing wood and fur we managed to keep enou.<<h to live

ori. By the third year I managed to have aeveral^ores

/ i n cultivation, and a s t a r t of oows. Our f i r s t year

was the hardest year which we spent in the Indian

Terri torx* ^t h os» i s ^ow In- Sayre*


