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INTEX CARDS

Journey to Oklahome

Game~~-Choctaw Nation

Ball games--Choctaw

Crime~~Choctaw Nation

Righ Springs

Mercantile establishments--Choctaw Nation
Law enforcement-~Federal

Law enforcemente~Choctaw

Sac and Pox Indians
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| " Field Worker -- Maurice R, Anderson
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BIOGRAPHY OF Ir. 4. G. Harris 181
Pauls Valley, Oklahoma
i ’ L 4
BCRN February 20, 1854
In Arksanses
Father; William Harris Mother: Lettie lierris
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Lr, Harris stutes, " I ceme to lnaian Territory in 1886 left
irkances iIn a éévered wego. with four head of .orses, Stoned near
Fotesu, Croctaw Mation, it was called Canadiuen District. It was
¢ wild ~ountry then with lots or turkey and othsr wila geme. I didn't
ac nuch huntin. niyself, but my w i'e has killed severel turkeys. There
wer. lots of ca-tle thieves in that part of the country. Theres were
severel thut were taken and strung up or "hanged", but I don't remember
“hzir nemes and I never took any part in their work. I ferned end tried
to ueke s. horest living formy famiiy. I would only .o to the stors
vhen we needed enything, the store and settlersnt waé called High Sgriﬁgé.

" I segw ths Indien play ball, they ~ould use @ stick of some kind and.
tlrow the ball at a pole with the sticks. I nevar did learn ho. they won
the sene, The Indian squaws would serve somethin_ to drink to the ones
Vet were pi;yin;. I'thing it wes coffee. I saw two men huve s gun A
fi ht. I wsas getting my hair cut apnd a men .as &t the mirror combin_ his

b

feir, Fie¢ neme wes John Gri.fie and a man named John Harris stepped in the

ucor -4 sturted shooting et John Griffie, Griffie pulled out his .un and
22 led it out. John Harris killed Griffie and received three wounds

ki 5-1f. The barber, who was cutting my hair, ran under thé&table. I sat

- 1luti- barber cheir and never jot & scratch. John Harris was tried at

-

Tert 51tith, .rkanses, and sent to Fort Leavenworth, hansas, to th- Federal
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prison for six years. They didn't have any prison around thut part of
the country where Ivlived. “hen an Indian wes trieu for & crime snd if he
réceived the death sentence, they would set = day for hi- to come in an d
be shot, anu he i culd come in, and & pert Creek Indian named, Duke
E rryhill, called the "Light Rorsemen" would stmud the ne to Le shot
ur = 6inst something end shcot him. I only saw hir shoot one lndian.

I wee sbout 100 yards away, but the Indians have told me he had killed

sevaral.
‘ -

" T lived there fourteen years, I farmea while I livea t).:re. There
vec & lot of killing around there, ut I never sew. them. I wouvld not
heve itnessed the killin, of Johu Griffie if I ccuid Bave ot avsy.

"I think it wss in 1900 that I mcved to Stroud, Cklehira. I lsve
.» Sac anu Fox Indians carry their bebiss on thﬂir.backs. I moved
¢ Ir.rks, (klaho.a, and wes living there when (klshome beceme a state in
1807, I moved to Fauls Valley after leaving Sparks. I have lived in and

cA "

ero wd .euls Vailev since I have bsen me ried 5% years.

(end)



