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BIOGRAPHY UF Nathan Harris (Negro)

Pauls ¥alley, Oklahoma
BORN Cedar County, Missouri, in 1851
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Neathan Harris came to Pauls Valley, Gervin County, in 1864,
He was born in Cedar County, Missouri, 1851, His father wes own;d by
Judge Jim Henry, who was Judge of Cedar County in the year nf 183l. Judge
Benry moved to Grayson County, Texas, at the close nf the Civil War
taking Nathan Haréis with him. Nathan came to what is knnwn as Gervin
crunty with John son Morrig as pony boy. He then went to wark for
Mr. Smith reaul, for whom Peuls Valley waskﬁaﬁed. It wes in the year nf
iéss, no building there, he helped Mr, Paul build his first hruse, It
was built of willow log and covered with bark

He recalls when the Washita River wes only a smsll clear siream
and toddi it is approximately muddy the year round. It rsnges from 100
to 200 feet wide, The first minister to come into this territory after
Nathan Harris came, was & Catholic Priest, who remainsd only a shnrﬁ while
The aged negro remembers sometime later Smith Paul built several houses out
.of cottonwood logs, Af%er this there wes a wedding dey set and it was
at this time Mr, Smith Paul married Mrs, McClure, The sged negro remembers
the first death in what is known as Pauls Valley., It was a 14 year ola

white girl nemed Fenia Copeland,

She was buried one mile mATEh of Pauls Valley on the benk of the
washita river, There were n~t any doctors at that time in that locality.
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The aged negro remembers the first s~ldiers to camp at what is knrwn
as Fort aArbuckle, it was the 10th Cslvery, commanded by Qaptain daltz, in
the year 1867. He became acquainted with one of the szldiers named
Private George Reed, Nathan Harris was the only cplé&ed man here at that
" time, & tribe of Caddo Indians camped five miles northwest of Pauls Valley.
There was an 0ld Indian women ammed Whitebead, later the place became
known as Whitebead, There waé one white men with this tribe nf Indians,
His nsme was B ill Williams, he traded a p~ny to this Indian woman named
Whitebead for her dasughter. They settled north ~f Whi;ebead in what is
known &s Williems Flat, Nathen Harris went to work for W,G, Kimberlin .
in 1880, He remembers the date clearly , as it wes their first Almanac
yeer, They forded the Washita River 4 miles north of Wynnew&ad knrwn as
Cherokee Crossing. Later they built e Ferry boat. Nethan Harris made
the first triﬁ Across with-it., He hes a phntograph nf Mr, and Mrs.W.G.
Kimb;rlin and he preaises it very dearly, 1t was made in 1£80, They had to
gaui their corn to 2 mill at Tish~mingo known as Bill Boyd Mill. That was
about the year 1870. The aged negro says at that time there were plenty
‘n} Turkey and deers, The aged nerro is now on his 86th yesr,
Note by Mr. Anderson: |

1 learned thet Nathan Harris, whom I sent you a story of,
has & sword uéed by Jeck Brown, a white man in the Civil War., This
sword was given to Nathan Harris by Jack Brown gbout forty years ago.

/
He says this sword is in gocd conditinn and will not part with it,” It

is being used in the Masonic Lodge (Negro).



