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Interview: James B.Layne

Mr* James B. Leyne, who lives at Tahleiuah, Oklahoma,

was born August 4, 1883 at Springfield, Mo. He ie a white nan.

Father - Wnu H. Layne

Mother - Sarah A . Layne

!Jr. Leyne hts been here fifty years, in Cherokee County

forty-four years. Re came here before his parents did. Ris

father was in the Civil <Var. He served under General Price.

He was in some very important bettles. v

HANGINGS AT

When I came to Tehlequah District, Zeke Parris was

~iBertffr~and D. W, was

the first uen 1 got acquainted with, he wes el ways on guard

at the payments. John L. Adeir was second to Chief D. W.

Busheyhead.

After the Ciril War, the Cherokees had court but did

not have any council. I know John Catkins, Attorney, over

at Muskogee. He got his right to the Cherokee Holla at that

time and he was a white aen. Zeveral .vhite men slipped in on

the Rolls at that time.

Old man Johnson Thompson ran & store here in Tahlequah, I. T.

fie sold goods on the strip payment. He could charge the Indians

double price of credit* He told thread at 10 cents per spool*
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Anything he sold he doubled on i t . He employed me to collect

for him during the payment. I collected $1500*00 for him.

Judge Wyley was steward at the Female Seminary when I

cam*. I an l iring in the house thit Judge Wyley built . There

were, no telephones here when I came. Ed Rick was the f irs t man

to establish a telephone l ine to Ft. Gibson. The people said

that they did not need a telephone line as the white people would

be the only ones that could talk. They thought the Indisns could

not talk.

Old men George Hughes was the f irst mayor here. I saw him

fine a nan $5.00 for feeding his team in the middle of the street*

I have seen full-blood Cherokees come to Tahlequah before

j ^

the street and shoot up the town. The merchants would here to

close up their business. If the town marshal would k i l l the

Indian's horse, he would get up behind another man end continue

to shoot up the town, until they got sober.

One day I was talking t Ned Christie's uncle, I met him

in the road on a horse. In a short while a-'woman ceme up, walking

snd carrying e baby, I asked him who i t was end he said i t was

his wife. I asked him why she was net riding and he s t id , ""Thy,

•he has got ao horse."
t

I saw two Indians k i l l one. another t t Flint Court House la

18W. Walfctagstiolc was sheriff> A nan named Corntassel. and he
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got into * shooting scrap* and shot eech other and they both

died that night/ Mr. Webstar who lired s t Cincinnati WAS called

to wait on them-.

I saw tight men hung. They would t i e their legs to a post

ao4 t i e their tends behind them and pull a cap over their heads*

During the war soaie soldiers, would come for my mother to

-dxc*s their, rounds*


