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1. Name Ceorgia Hencock
[

2., Post Officc Address 71k City, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or location) Route 2

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month _nugust Day 13, Year 1335

5. Place of birth MMissouri

6. Name of Father Richerd Henry Gossett  Place of birth Kentucky

Other informat ion about father .
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Investigator, Ethel Mse Yates,
Jenuary 25, 1938.

Interview with Georgle Bmncook,
Elk City, Oklahoma.

My parents were Bich;\rd Henry Gossett end Sarah
D. Gossett.

I ozme with my parents from Missouri to the Indian
country in the yesr of 1893. Three of the children
took the whooping cough after we started and {t settled
on their lungs. Thay were so sick wa stopped at Fort
8111 snd camped two weeks and a govermment doctor treat-
ed them. We ceme from there over to Custer County,

- oixe-heit ﬁnle east of Arapsho end camped one gnak on
Beaver Creek. One of my sisters was so sick we got a
little house %o move into but were not there long until
she died. A men of the neme of Armstrong mede her
coffin out of boards and covered the cutside of it with
blik sateen end lined the inside of\it with white
muslin. We duried her in the Arapaho\onete'ry.

After she died Father filed oa & bi.ain cne mile

,east of Arapaho. He made a dugout ani covered it with
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' co%tmwood planks, then tar-jsper, made a fireplace in
the west end and cut some holes on eeach [side of it for
a \rind-ow,. He went down on Beaver Creek and cut poles
and made a-bedstead on each side of tﬁe fireplace, then
at the other end wasthe kitchen and a half-bed. Our
dugout \was just medium-siged anl! eleven of ne;‘lived in
it. Father got some plenks and made us & table to eat
off of. {le had hrqnght some chsirs with us. Ve had to
h;aul water three miles from Little Wolf Springs. We
broke out ébma sod and our first crop was whippoorwill
peas, haftiA corn and watermslons.

We had twelve hens and 2 rooater thet Mother dbought
when ve came through Duncen. #e also had two wagons and
two teams that we brought with us. We got our first pig
from 8 men who came through with a loed of hogs to sell.
He camped on Beaver-Creek end’ gave Mother & pig to cook

. for him while he was there. We 41dn{(t have &s hard a
t'im‘e‘és soms people did fé{_lot long after we came here
Yather got & Joﬁ hauling water from Littie Volf Spring
to Arspaho and selling it for twenty-five centis a bdbarrel;

sametimes we would havm Ripe barrels® day. I well remem-
.$. 4 ;}S;}:‘
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ber that we had plenty of whippoorwill peas to eat.

de wenft to.oar first school st Arepsho in the
Methodist Church, The 1later taught school in a
grist mill.

Not very long after we came thers, Red Buck and
Miller robbed Charlie Nerce’'s store. Mr. Nerce had =
safe in his store end most of the people who had any
money kept it there; they got all the money They were
hiding d4own on Bnrhaty Creek on Bill Glover's plage.
They thought Mr. Glover was their friend but they lesrn-
od that he had tipped them off to the lLaw, so0 killed him.
They were caught et %;cklosimer'a dugout, seven miles
north of Cenute in Washita County. After'Rad Buék's
hands were shot, he pulled out & watch that he had got-
ten out of Charlie Nerce's store and buried it in the
dugout door in the sand. Red Buck was kil{ed and M{ller
was wounded snd taken back to Arapaho; They hadiRed
Buck tied up in a corner of a building to take his pic-
ture when we went to see him. Father weat to: see him
but wouldn't go to see Mr. Miller. Mothér went and

-~ L

talked to Miller; he told her that Red Buck was & lot
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better man then the one who shot him. Red' Buck was
burdied with his boots end spurs om, 2nd no one to momrn
for hitm. It won Mother's sympathy and she kept up his
grave as long as she lived.

Hot very long after we ceme here there was an Indian
uproar. The Indians and cowboys up about Red Moon got in
trouble over & lariat rope ‘and the Indis=ns killed 8 cowboy
and dburned him on a2 bonfire and pnf on their war denece.
Father had gotten a job hauling some freight and had gone
to Minco after a losd when this took pl"aco. All dsy long
the Indl ens went by our plece, fo?,r ';bmtt; nothing on
but theirciouts "nd their war paint and feathers, and
giving their war whoops. Scﬂ{e people came out from
Arepaho and took Mother aid us children in towm overnight
for safety. They called the soldiers out from Fort Reno
to settle the tmnbl;. After the trouble was settled
the ml&iera camped there on the creek for a few days,
end I h;ard one of tl;en tell Mother thet they got there
just in time to save the Indians. The cowboys had them

rounded up in form 1ike a horseshoe and had given their
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last signel and were ready to fire when the soldiers
csme to their rescue.

Ye were personally acquainted with Mad #Folf. One
day 211 of our family were gone from home except three
of us girls, and he ceme to ocur dugout. ¥e had heard
so much about him ve were almost as afreid as death of
him. Afe fastened the door'and hid under the beds until
he left. He rode up an e high gy 1;111 that was there
by our dugout and looked all around, then rode awey.

¥hen we first came there the Government had &
distributing post south of Arapeho &bout three miles
and would give the Indians supplies about once every
' six monihs; they were also given oattle. The Indians
would kill the cattle right there and would begin
eating liver and heemkﬂ‘ght oné of the bdeef juat as
soon a8 they killed {t. The Government also gave them

5,
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kets, cooking ntmcl?.c end other sapplies.

;ha Indians put on one~danco nffor we e;mc; they
called £t the Sum dance. All trides came together and
hung up scslps of whi;o’pooplo; also grve away ponfes.
They would paint the poniss ani take feathers and paint

-
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the same color. They would glve these feathers to
different ones and the pony that was painted the color
of the festher the person had would be given to that
person. The dance lasted about & wesk. de went one
Sundey afternoon and watched them dsnce. They would
dance until they would fall from exhaustion; the ones
the t could dance the longest were considered the best
warriors., I think this was the last dance of its kind
thst they were allowed to put on.

Father died after we had been there adbout ¥wo years
and is buried at Arspsho. It made it awfully hard on
Mother with all of us children. But mother and I kept
on\l?iﬁu/l’ing water to sell 8nd took in washings. I went
to the Ticld and pio'od. ie managed to get by and
Mother proved up the claim, but we reelly went through
soue hardships in 1803. In ‘my, &y sister, her husband
and their small boy were drowned in the Foss flood. It
was on Sunday nlﬂ nyﬂsiater was fbﬁhd on ﬁoﬁday; her
husbsnd was'round three or four dsys later in the hottom

of the creek, bdbut the boy was never found There was &
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~(bc‘;lcmd-lmrat on Turkey Creek; the flocd went down Oak

" Creek. ‘nsey had had & home buils Just a short distance

from vhere that south gin atandn now.

e went over on the Washita River and gathered lots

. of plums, they were about tle only kinrd of fruit we had.

t

There would be severzl c;r us get together and go over on
the River on fishing trips; we would go on Saturday even-
ings and stay uatil Suanday evening.

de had plenty of snakes to visit us in our dugout.
.One day 1 stooped over the baby bed to nlay with the dady
and looked up and there wes one on the ridgs pole, right
over its head.: Anothez: time, Mother sterted to go out
the d or and a large ;nake fell riéht 2t her feet.

Mother lived on the claim until 1926. She then moved
to Clinton and lived there until she died, Janusry 3,
1933. She is buried at Arapaho. I cen truly say that
she wgs a real hero, that she faced the way and endured

the herdships thet only & pioneer knows.




