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IRA S. LAWRENCE, Informant.
Okay, Oklahoma.
Jas. S, Buchanan.
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My father, 7. %. [twrence was born near Rome, Georcia, in 1851 .

%

and was rearod in that vicinity. In 1873, with an urcle by the name

A
4

of Xoodruf’®, he movedl;o Arkensus where he was later married to
&

Ella Jene MooreBead in Grecnwood, Arkanses, in 1B77. Residing on

a ferm near Lavaccsa, Arkanses; until 1869, when ,with four childres,

s,

théy moved to the Indian Territory, where he settled ten miles east .

‘of Muskogee whors he lived 4qtil 1891, Ho then movad to Muskoges and

resided thsre until his ieAth,‘Febnuarj 26, 1937 with exeention of

five years he lived near quy.
- .
On the trip from Arkunsas to the Indian Territory, due to bad

roads, he was tan lays zakin5‘§he frip of gbout 150 miles in a wégon.

0f course there were no bridge;: end‘streaés that couid not be forded

were crossed by ferriss and when the atre&ms were too high for the

ferries to operate, %3 sould ba cgmpelleu to wait until the water rocodod‘
In 1893, he, with Bob Gilliem of #arner, made the run in the land

ppening of western’territof. of Oklshomu. Belng unsucceasfu-, he

réturned to Muskogee and contirued f;rming whian haghaé always followed.,
In 1899 my father ( 7. £. Lasrence ) with seventy-five a&red

to cotton and the same ucreage to corn, all laid by and-pfa.péctl

never better for a dbountifidl crop, when therse was & hail storm
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visited hie ferm in July and destroyed evarythiﬁg; killing his
chickens apnd crippling live stock that were not protected, Thigg
héilsform only covered about one mile squar: snd he Qas the

only one sufferiné & loss by it. He, not beins the type of a
juitter, assisted by .. Z. qulish the cwner of ithe land, planted
forty scres o potatoas} ghis Leing & new advonture, ss there neéer
had’ been any potatoes plwnted in the vicinity of :fuskogee for
commercial purposes. Thie proved to be & very profitable O;Op,
and yesr by year there were moras potatoes planted until Muskoges
became onme of the bLost potato markets in th£s<56f%16%~258‘5665€§§:

There were eight children in our family, five boys and thres
girls. Threc are yst living, Carl '. Lawrencs of Choska~aot£om.
who , éa his fathar, has always engaged in Teraing Q;d would not
'

think of planting a crop wiithcut & srout portion of £% being
potatoss; Nannis Lawrence loors, wiJe ol J. W. Loors of the

Moore Drug Compuny st £100 7, Ckmulgoe .ve. .luskogee ; Ira 3.’

4
Lawrence, engaged in the wmsrcuntils business In Ckay siunce 1921,
\ ,



