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Elizabeth L, Duncan, j
Sep t . , 10, 1937. .
In t#r r i»wer . I

An Interview With N e l l i e P o l l i e \
Knox, Pond Creek, Oklahoma.

Ne l l i e P o l l i e Sprague waa born in Albion, Michigan,

April 16, 1867. Her parents moved t o Columbus, ijansaacL

November 1, 1677, where idr. Sprague homesteaded. They,

were looatea some fourteen miles from Columbus and there

Nel l ie at tended the Star Valley School u n t i l she graduated

from the 8th grade.

Nel l i e w*j» married to Mr. James C. Knox on the £4t&

of November, l e£4 . As soon a a they were caarried

s ta r ted out for V m i t a , About nine o 'c lock they crossed

the Keosho Hiver, a t ifoCune, Kansas. The f i r s t night was

spent a t Chetopa, Kansas. Chetopa was Known as a ho rue-

steadors gather ing place because under C« G^Carponte r ' a

leadersh ip a number of homesteaders came down in to Oklahoma

T e r r i t o r y . Mr. Carpenter was not the only man wno lead

them and the homesteaders oame in from every s ide i t seeired

President hayes soon issued a naming to the people

to keep out and i t was not long before the War Department

sent t roops down into the T e r r i t o r y to keep the homesteaders

out .



309
KNOX, NELLIE POLLIE. INTKRVIBW. 8993 .

- 2 -

The next day Mr. and Mrs. Knox arrived in V l n i t a

and found that the Rains*Ranoh was located c l o s e r to

Adair than t o V l n l t a . The Rains Ranoh Ties a large c a t t l e

ranoh and Mr. Knox was t o work on t h i s ranoh. On t E e i r

way down, Mrs. Khoz saw quite* a number o f Cherokee Indians .

Not having seen any be fore , ahe was very much f r ightened .

They moved into a l o g house and Mrs. Knox stayed in

the l o g house for a year and a ha l f , a s Mr. Knox was gone

p r a o t i o a l l y a l l the t ime, out r i d i n g the range; perhaps

he would be a t home some evenings but no at of the time

she was by h e r s e l f . She nade up her mind not t o stay by

h e r s e l f any longer so she moved in with t ^ Rains.

The o ther ranchers around were in the habit of s t e a l -

ing the o a t t l e from Mr. Rains and they had range warB and

sometimes they would be pret ty b i t t e r .

Mr. Rains brand nark was X.-L ^f. These ranchers had

t o have a brand of t h e i r own s ince vfcat was the only way

they oouxd d i s t i n g u i s h the c a t t l e when they would have the

roundup in the Spring. Then there would be the o a l v e s and

they would have to brand ihem. Many o a t t l e had t h e i r brands

changed by oattle rustlers.
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This country was new, a l l wide open p r a i r i e with

no t r e e s and no neighbors to v i s i t wi th . Mr3. Knox found

i t very lonesome. They stayed a year and a ha l f a f t e r

Mrs* Knox came t o l i v e a t the Rains Ranch. Then in the

early spring of 1887 they l e f t for Cl in ton , Missouri ,

where Mr. Knox's father had owned s i x hundred and forty

sores of land. lie had l e f t t h i s land to h i s son so that

Mr. and Mrs. Knox thought tha t t h i s land was to be t h e i r

home.

In March, 1887, a daughter Pearl ,was born to Mr. and

Mrs. Knox. They l i v e d on the farm for a while then Mr.

Knox sold the farm and- moved to Cl inton where he seoured

work running an engine from Clinton to Bol ivar on the

Missouri , Kansas and Texas Rai lroad. A f t e r working on the

M. K. & T. for f i v e years , he decided to go t o Colorado.

Mr. Knox and h i s brother bought a sa loon. While h i s broth-

er ran the saloon Mr. Knox f re ighted from Canyon to Boulder

and to d i f f e r e n t po in t s in Colorado.

Mr. and Mrs. Knox l i v e d in Canyon Ci ty for s i x years ;

Mr. Knox then heard that the Cherokee S t r i p was t o open up

to homesteaders; he brought some household t h i n g s , bedding,
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tight head of mules end six saddle horses., and ha and

some other man oaine through in a oovared wagon; he also

had provisions. He carae down in here to look the land

over to see where to locate. After looking the country

over, Mr. FJIOX then went back to Canyon City on the train.

He sold out the saloon and oaxn© back to Caldwell. He

left Mrs. Knox end the three children in Canyon City until

La matt© the race for a homestead.

When Mr. KJVOX cane to Caldwell to register there were

many fights among the people.

Re stayed in line for two day6 before he got to

register. He had no trouble in registering.

He waited five days after registering before the *"

Opening.

The day arrived when the people prepared r£o make the

run* The day was very hot and dusty. The dust wae ankle

deep and the ground was very dry as they had had no rain
a man

for quite a while. Mr. Knox had/to drive the covered wagon

which he was to follow, riding a fast Colorado roan.

The soldiers were riding baok and forth trying to

keep the people back until the appointed time which was
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twelve o f o look and when the hour a r r i v e d , the s o l d i e r s

f i r t d the gun8 g iv ing the s igna l to r e l e a s e the nerve-

strained people . That was a road, ore zed mob.

Mr. Knox staked h i s c la im. The southeast quarter.

It took him an hour and f i f t e e n minutes t o atake i t . He

looked h i s l o c a t i o n over,Trent baok to look f o r h i s wagon,

found i t , e n d he came baok to h i s homestead.

Sunday wtig spent in looking f o r the corners tones of

the place and breaking sod. The f o l l o w i n g day, which was

Monday.he broke more sod and a l s o loca ted a spr ing on

Wild Horse Creek which ran through the p l a c e . He dug a

place out and sunk a b a r r e l , put rock around i t to hold i t

down.

Tuesday, Mr. Knox l e f t br ight and e a r l y f o r Enid to

file. He not been there longer than five or six hours

before he got to f i l e .

As eooa as he f i led, he started homeward as he had

to build a house of some kind.
\

Wednesday, he went to Hound Pond and got a wagon of

lumber with which to build a half dugout and half frame

house.
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After building the house, he broke out more sod.

Then he went baok to Canyon City, Colorado /to t e l l

lira* Kaox that he had things fixed so that ahe and the
»

children could come on out but i t was decided that ahe

would not come out to Oklahoma unt i l spring. James earns

on back so as to do what he oould arouu- the fara.

The follovJing March, '94, &rs. YJXOX and the children

cajae out to the Terr i tory. She bought a t icket to Pond

Greek but they put her off at Round Pond. Ths drayman

took ht*r to ite^inley und C r i s t f s store to see where the

Knox homestead was located. On the i r way to Pond Creek,

when they came to the Salt Fork River, i t was nupH. Nellie

asked the drayman if the r iver wasn't "up " too high to

cross. The drayman told her that the r iver -wasn't *upn

at a l l as compared to other times. The children were BO

scared that they did not want to cross but they finally

did. The water was up to the wagon box. After Mrs. Knox

had inquired about the location, the drayman took her out

to the honeetead. When'they arrived, they found James gone

and the house padlocked. They brokt the padlock end went

in. The dreyrran left to go back to Round Pond.
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Mr. Knox was kept p r e t t y , busy dar ing the r e s t o f

the s p r i n g and summer b u i l d i n g f e n c e end breaking sod.

That w i n t e r he went back t o Canyon Ci ty t o w o r k , l e a v i n g

N e l l i e and the c h i l d r e n on t h e homestead. The days and

nights were long. There was nothing but the flat prairie

and they had plenty of oold weather.

In the spring of »95 Mr. Knox returned to the home-

stead to harvest the wheat whioh was pretty good. Mrs.

Knox had planted a garden of sweet corn and field corn and

it was the best garden that she had ever grown. The corn

was the biggest corn she had seen for quite a while.

After the grain had been harvested, Mr. Knox planted

wheat that fall; then he left for Colorado again to work

for the winter, leaving Mrs. Knox and the children again

to faoe the lonely winter months.

In the spring of *96f Mr. Knox built a big two roon

sod house, whioh was plastered also. The windows that he

put in were wonderful. The house was1 warm, compared to the

one he had first built .

The wheat crop was a bumper crop and i t was"~~th*tvaar

tfctt nost of the farmers built Mooes and bought farming
t

iaplements.
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Mr. Knox buil t end opened up a saloon. So, Mrr.

Knox decided to move into Pond Creek so as Jan»s was

gone too much of the time, the farm was sold.

Jamea ran the aaloon unt i l prohibition came in.

While Jaoee was running the seloon, a negro had been

in a card game and he accused the otwer fellow of cheat-

ing. ' Then a fight s tar ted, and thinga kept on unt i l the

negro and the others were put out of the aaloon. When

they wero put out^a fight was begun again outside. Then

the gambler dropped his gun and Deputy Sheriff Snith saw

i t . He stooped to pick i t up and the negro thinking he

was the gambler, took his gun out and shot Saith. The

people of lond Creek grabbed the negro and sone of them

went for a rope. They strung him up to ~ telephone pole.

The negro was working for John Eldridge. John went out

to out him down and some of the men in Pond Creek held

a gun on him and told John Eldridge not to out him down,

that they would take him down in the morning. That was

the f i r s t man to be hung, in Pond Creek.

••'. United States Deputy Marshal, Pat Btarphy, came in

right soon after the hanging of the negro . Ee was from

Tennessee.
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I t was not long before Mi-. Knoi was appointed

United S t a t e s deputy Maranal. He served at iond Creek

for e ight yearB, then he ?ma transferred t o Guthrie a s

a guard in the Federal Prison.* He served there for qui te

a w h i l e , then was employed as a United S t a t e s d e t e c t i v e

on the L^ante Fe Hailroad. He served there u n t i l he d i e d .

* Note: ( I>J*S. rlnox i s evidently in error as to a fed-
eral Prison bein-:j at ^uthrie. She ins i s t s
th t . x . /JIOX was a 3ua^d inside t _e juthrie
ved-eral Prison which had so ce l l s but had a
lar^e pen and that . .r. Knox sat - t one end
with a t'ible full of -\ir.s before hiin. 2d. )


