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Name Aptl El tor-Hanki
Post O't'ice Address Alya, Oklshoma

3, Residence address t{or location) ‘13'3 Chureh
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth March Day 8 Ycar 1848
5. Place of birth Iaduatey,-Illinets—— -
6. Neme of Father Plece of birth
Other information gboxi;c father :
7. Name of Mother __ | Placc of birth

Other information about mother

1

Notes or compicte narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the .erson interviewed, R¢fer to Manual for sur-scsted subjeets
and questions, Continue on blank shects if necessary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of shecets attached ' ) .
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I

Herbvert 7T. Rogara '
investigator f
Jeouary 10, 1938 i

Interview ‘uth Arthur Sylvester Hankins
. Alva, Oklahoma
' I was born near In;tnatry. McDonough County, Illinois,

March 8, 1848. I atten%led the public schools of Iixduatry
Illinois until I was fifteen years of age, then attended
high school in Macomb, Illinois, where I graduated from
high school. At the age of nineteen I entered a university
in Burlington, lowa, attending two yeara. During the next
}two years I taught language and mathematics in the same
school. I continued in the teaching profession seven
years, ‘

On March 7, 1869, I was united in marrisge with
HRancy Josephine Bozarth, daugfxter’ot 1. H, and Rhoda
Bogzarth. \'To this union eleven children were born, three
sons ahd eight daughters, of whom one son and six
daughters sre now living.

In 1893-1 moved with my family to a famm near
Icle, Kanana, and during the next ten years I ren a mat
marke$ and owned and operated a camning factory in Iola.

~ In 1883 I moved to Barber County, Kansas, settling 9&15:
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pﬁ-mption claim near Hardtnar, Kensas, where we lived
during the aumar*montha, but moved to Kiowa, Kénsas,
during the winter months to educate the children. In
Kiowa 1 owned and operated a hotel, known as the "Kiowa
Houge," Many and varied were the transients who enjoyed
the hospitality of thie inn., Among them were cowboys,
rreightora, railroad men and zaoma Indiana, |

At the opening of the Sh‘ip on September 16, 1893,
1 was one of thoss to make the rsce into the new country
for a homestead. W¥ith the assistancse br my feithful and
fleet footed horae I secured a fine farm four miles nor th-
west cf Alva, then a city of tents. / Here I built what

/

was at that ¢im ons of the fimst homes of the community,
and its doors wo.ro open to every\}pdy for sny worthy cause,
and until a school house was bu i/.t, 1t was ussd for school,
Sunday school, literary socixét es, committee meetings,
holiday dinners, amd .tho like/. No hungry or needy per-
aon was ever %urned from 1?7 d;oor withcut assishnoe.

3

My wife and 1 asaiu}/ed Reverend G, W, Burikest and

Rcmend Dgn Cline, two Uﬁited Brethren ministers, 1n

o o e i /

- e S o o o S

// o



HANKINS, Ae 8. \ SECOND INTHERVIEW. 9771

. 3 |
organizing a United Brethren Church Sooiety, which held
its mtetingljin a 204 school house and laffer in the |
present achool building in Riverside School District.
¥hile living on my farm near Alva I was for several
ysars a member of the State Board of Agriculture. In
1907 we moved to Alva and lived in a house aut the corner
of Chureh and Eighth Streets until the death of my wife
in 1916, Prior to this ¢ime our children had 1ll married
e .| were‘living in homes of their own. I was married - in
1917 to Letha Odenwsller of Macomb, Illinois. She had

‘been a classmate of mine during ’my boyhood school daysf.

i
t

Note: Mr. Hemkins died January 3, 1938,.but the above
information was given by him before his death.

A picture of Mr, Bankins is attached to ariginal copy ‘}/
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