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Field Worker's name _ Thad Smith, Jr.,

This report made on (date) April 19 102 7

1. Name Walter Kiliore, . . B

2, Post Office Address Chickasha, Oklahoma

%, Residence address (or location) 426 North S5th Gtreet,

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Jenuary Day 26 vear 1876
5, Place of birth Texas
6, Name of Father 7+ S. Kilgore, ' Place of birth ilabama

Other informeation about fathei' Buried in Oklahoma

7. Name of Mother liargaret Moore ’ Place of birth Georgia

\*mt—ioa—abm_mLth@z Buried in Oklahoma.

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker desling with the 1ifz and
story of the person interviewed, Rcfer to Manual for susgccted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if nccessary and attach firmly to
this forme Number of shcets attached .
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Thad &nith, -Tr.,
Field WOrke;
April 19, 1937

%,

Ai Interview withdr. ielter Kilgore,
426 North 5th strest,
Chickasha, Oklahoms.

I made my first trip int. Uklahome in the year
1896 from Texas.

Cne of our neighbtors shipred & Cose threshing
machine to =l .eno, and he brought his own crew from
Texase I was one of them. The separator was made of
.wood, and the power wes a steam engine. /
fie sterte] threshing wheat near .l Hgno where

there were thousands of acres to be threshed, One

morning 1 stnod on the aaparaxo;—aﬁ&~cUuﬁtﬁﬁ”ﬁfﬁé‘“~—ﬂ_4’—_—__rf

thraeshi.g macnines in sight,

The owner of the machire wes named Vaughn, and »
he ‘hed his own cook shack wherc ﬁé fed the men. The
cook quit before threshi:.; seas-n wus over and I took
the job. There were lotsa of Indians t!st would come
by our machine snd went something to eat, and they
seemed to like bsked sweet potatoes better than anye
thing else we had to eat, Hr. Vaughn said to cook

plenty and feed sll of them that came by, which I did,
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That fall when threshing scason was over, the

threshing machine wes stored, snd my boss begged me to

go back to Texas with him, as 8ll of the old crew had
quit and had other jobs, 1 d1d not wan! to -0 back and
said 80, but told him I would go part wuy with hime. We
sterted back in & wagon snd 1 stayed with him until we
got ebout forty miles southesst of Uklahoms City, where
1 gaw the finest cotton that 1 had ever seen. 1 grabbed
my satchel, snd told him goodebye, that ¥ was going to
pick some cotton. 1 got a job picking, and the pay was

seveﬂty-five cents per hugdred. 1 stayed and picked for
about six weeks, when there ceme & ‘snow srd I quitand

went back % Texas, The next year i came back with the

man who 6wned the threshing machine, and hrlped thresh

near El seno that summer. The farnnwg were‘making bew=

tween eighteen ani twenty-five bushels of wheaé per. acre,

éﬁd some of them hed rot plowed their lend before sowing.

When we had finished threshiny he year belore it was

lete and somc 0f the farmers did not think they had time

to plow, 8o had just sown their whest in tho whest studble, -
a;d it made pretty good wheat too.

That fell, 1897, I went to Choctaw to see my
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sweetheert, and then back to Texes, and in the summer of

1889 I ceme back to Oklshomm, and thet fall in September,

_Oklahome City was having its first fair. They were fix- e

ing up & nice f{loat for the parade, &rnd wantem_‘ﬁ)ﬁ“\
man and girl to get married on it during the parsde, and
were offeriug ¢ housekecning outfit to the lucky couple,
I tried to persuade ny sweetheart to merry ms on the float;
elthough she refused to do thst we wure o ried CRyYWeYy e

At the feir faurmers had ovrousht cattle und horases
end all kinds o produce, erd different kinds ¢ rrein.

They also had roulette wheels and dice tu les on the sireet.

~

¥y wife an: I i'ented 8 farm one milc soutr  #:d one=
mW
there one yeer and then moved t. Texas.
In 1902 we moved back t. COklaioms and { bought a
relinquishmert on a'quarter section of land in tnc Ceddo
country, twelve miles northwes: of Chickashae 1.gave nine
hundred dollars‘ for it. 1 dug 8 dugou‘t on t: e ]Sand and
covared it with logs. after I had ’put hay on tl;e logs 1
covered it with dirt. I carried water from my neighbor's
well, and being & water witch myself, 1 witched all over

the place and the &uiy place I could find water was where
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wy dugout ves, So I continued to carry water from my neighe-
borés nﬁtil I 801d out in 1903 for $#2000,00. shile I was
there 1 helped bale prairie hey with‘a horsepower balers
The hay was put in the baler and pecked down with the
f;ederman'a foot! somatimes he wo.ld get his foot caught
b, the plunger tha‘ pushed the hay intoc thc press, vut no
serious accident aver cecurded.

In 1903 two other fellows and I went to th; Kiamichi
lounteins $o bunt. The sccond day ve were there we had’
killed four deer agd a numb r of ocueil a;d prairie_chickens,

80 we loaded our wagon srnd -cane back home.
)

In 1906 when Ckle: 18 .Bs mede a stae, I was rune

A

ning & threshi. g machine, cight miles west of Chickasbs, Qur
neighbor asked us to go to Chickagba with him t. help cel-
ebrate the occasion, Lut due to oyr eegerness to finish

. _ ,
threshing, we 41d not stop our-work to goe

-



