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Mildred B, McFarland ,
Field VWorker,

Interview with Mrs. P, W, Lutman,
118 E. Main St., Edmond, Oklahama.

My father, W, Wo Sears, came to Oklahama april 28,
]ﬁ.88g9. He made the Run and sg‘;—l;:ibfour lots on the town-
site where the Federal ’Building of.Oklahoma Citir now
stands., His four lots were located at what is now Third’
and Robinson, He gave two of them to a cousim, Jim Dodd,
of Carthage, Missouri, to try and induce him to come to
the new country to settle, Father built a two-room house
’ with a full basement on thé two remaining lots, He then
went back to Carthage, liissouri, our.l,lome then, after his
family, -My mother and her five daughters came back with
him Mgy 9, 1889,

\I'was just twelve years of age. 4 attended my first
school in Oklahama City -in a tent, —located at wk;at is now
known ‘as Third and Broadway., o family by the name of

"North" conducted the school.

¥

I

I3

A very good friend of my father was a man by the

name of W, L, Couch. His son was al dch. Mr, Gouch

.
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filed the claim where the old County court hquse of | v
" Oklahoma City nmow stands. He lad some trouble with an- ‘
otk;er men about the title to his claim and this man shot
Mr, Couch, |
The first church I ever attended un Oklahama City
) was located on Second Street, between Robinécn'and Harvey.
The first fair neld in Oklahoma City was to celebrate
the Run., It was held on July ¢, 1889,( in the Maywood Addi-
tion, A grand stand was erected to accommodave fitteen
thousand paople; It was full of people and just as the
" horse races were about to begin, the stand collapsed, kill- '
ing & mumber of people. I was on the very‘top row and was
"not hurt, ‘ - R
~ Father hauled lumber and heiped to builia-all the new
houses going up, but as he had always been a farmer, hé
: , -
was not satisfied. He had never used nis homestead
rights, so he sold our home and made the Run on the
OMroieo Strip . We had lived in our former home six
years. He made the Run on horseback. He filed his claim -
four miles west or what 18 now Billings, We z\xl.l helped him
to build our hame. It was a four-room house = with two

rooms upstairs and two rooms down. We also built a barn

large enough for fow horses and' two cows, 4s people told
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us there ':bre “quite a few cyclones, we decided to di

a éyglone c'e:‘i}.ar while we were digging our well.

‘woll was vergéd'eep and had a windlass. One day the
wind began tb.blow énd my sisiers andil went out to ‘the
cyclone colla"r. ﬁetpfe wé could get down inside, our
barn \;as blop;:‘ tox‘bit:s. A8 luck was with us tha1‘: day,
our horses and cows :vqere. xiotsin- it.

Most of the_peqpie ;Ln the ”S’trip" were very poor;
They lived on kariv_;rrcorn x‘naal and dandelion greens. They
ate so many o-f,the d‘andell.io‘ns thaf they would break at,
in sores and a radh V;U,:ke éhicken-pox. We were more
fortunate, however, by:“havihg‘a litt.tle money, and we had
taken encugh flour and meat wgiﬁr us to last gnth our
efopa were ready. We traded ;t q_plape cag.led "Highland
Trading .Po:t". I dmn't think it is’ i-n existence now. e also
bought supplies at a general store in Enid, a small town then.

There were qnit'e:\f;ﬁvery rich OS%ge Inc},ims living
near us. They would not mix ﬁm the whites, howevexl. 'One

Indian men, whose name I do not remaﬁber, made a trip to

Oklahoma City on horseback, to purchase a carriage for his
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?amiln To own a carriage denoted wealth. When he

L)

returned hcme he was driving his "carriage®. | They had

sold him a big, dblack hearse. It was a funny sight to,
watch him driving his family arcund. -

“~

I taught my first ac.:hool in Noble County near the

town of. Canpt;n. It was & one-room sod houss. It is

torn-down now, I taight there for two ears., 1 then

had a anall school 1n Garfield Pc;unty near Highland. It

was a frame building. 1 do not know if it is still

standing. There were quite a few deer on our place. Ve

caight a fawn and rai‘sed it to be quite large.” We Were
troubled a lot with coyotes getting our 3;oung calv,é;/and' .
pigs. . There were a lot of tiﬁh in Deep Fork River, close
to'us. In 1899 I moved to Edmond. |

; €«
Editor's note: My father was born in Bowlihg Green,
Kentucky in 1858, My mother wss born in Kentucky.in 1858,

P



