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Interview with
Robert C. Krebs 3-7/- 37

by H. L. Rumage, Fiesld Worker

Mr. Robert C. XKrebs, Muskogee, Oklahoma, born at
Skelleyville, Okla',oma, March 1, 1868 One-guarter Choctaw and

one-~quarter Chickasaw,

LPHER 2
~Samual F. Xrebs, born in Mississioni (don't remember date) died

at Skelleyville, Oklahno~a in 1891,

Maiden name was Elizabeth Guy, (don't remember when or where
born) died at Berwyn, Oklahoma, May 3, 1808,
ECC LS
I was about 10 years of a~e when I {irst atiended school.
Had to go about three miles to scihool, walked part of the
sime, but mose of the time I rode a horss. Thers were no such

things as grades; we went to school ontil we began reading in

d
P

the history. Jhen we ~ot thet far 2lon-~, I'r. John P, Turnbell;
superintendent of the Choctaw T..ibe, would visit the schogld

and if a pupil was advancing fast enouzh, Nr. Turnbell would
than send him to college. When I was elighteen years old, Mr.

Turnbell sent me to Roanoak Collesme at Salem, West Virginia.

- - ‘1’?‘———'———

'y Tather took me there. We went by rail by waw of Lounisville,
Kentucky to visit some relstives. I staysd at Hoanoak slmost
two terms but I cot homesick and started for home I came back
by way of Memphis, Tennessee. At that time there was no bridge
at Memphis and the train had to ferry the ﬁississipoi‘river.
When we arrived at the ferrr, the river was so high that we had

to stav there all night as it was impossible to ferry the river.

We got across the next day, but for several miles men went ahead
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of the train st{cking sticks down into the water to determine
the condition of the track and to make sure if it was.§2%e
for the train to pass overs [rom my asctnal exverience in
attending school, where wiites and Indians went to school
together, I do not asree with the Indian Commissioner as to
having senarate schools for the Indians, his claim is, the
Indiana/ég; whites cannot get alonz together in school. 1
went to achools with hoth, I:dians and whites, we ;0%

along fine, the Choctaw learned to speak English, and the
whites learned to snealk the C:octaw lancnare. e wers

great friends, it is an exnense to the Tovernment snd that

ﬁs all bunke

After arriving st home, I worked on the ranch for my
father who at that time was an Iédian nolice. In
1821, when I was twenty-one years of age, I got tired
of working on the ranch and decided to bs a United
States Marshal. As father was engaced in this sort of

work under the administration of Robert Owens, I was well

acquainted w'th J_dge Parker at Fort Smitt—and lire. Clayton,

prosecufiﬁé”ﬁ%ﬁbfﬁéy. I went to see Judge Parker and
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told him that I wanted to be a United States Marshal. ™
He ssked me if I thought I could meke a good ore and.
I answered that I though I could, He then asked 1fA
nmy father and mother would consent to me being a
marshal, I told him that I could handle my mother
alright but didn't know wrnether I could handle -my
father., The judge told me to talk it over.with my
mother and he woulo talk to my father. I went home
and had a talk vi th mother. BShe refused but after
vleaaing for a2 while she at last consented. Judge
Parker took it up witn my father. Fatner thought

it over for a while, telling the judge that I attended
all the dsnces anywey and that if I was made marshal
I could probably keep peace wnile zt tne aances. I
was sworn in ae United States harsnal. Sanortly after
I wes appointed, Deputy larsnzl Erwin was killed,.
Erwin had arrested Felix Griffin for horse stealing
and as he wes taxing Griffin to Fort Smith, Jack
Spannard, a pal of Sriffin'e, shot'and killea Erwin
from ampush. Sparnaré mede his get away. A bench
warrant was issuea for Spganarc's dog. The Cdog vas
the main witness in the case. “/hen Harris and I wes
\given the warrant and ordered to go after the adog,

we spent some time looking for the dog. we at last
located hiw in Mrs. Griffin's yard, about ten miles

northeast of #deboers Fells. I was acquainted with

)
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Mrs. Griffin but she aid not knoy I was a marshal.

It was about noon ana I asked wrs. Griffin if dinndd

was ready, she answered tnat it woula not ve long

and for us to come in. #hen Ginner was reasdy Wes

just ate a few bites, excused nimself, went cut and

got a chain from the saddle bag and caugnht the dog.

I gave him what I though was enough time, them I

left the table. ¥rs. Griffin came to the door with ////

me. Seeing that Wes had the cog, she asked"vhat the
/

hell are vou aoing with my dog?" I told her we vere

U. S. Yarshale and had a warrant for the dog. She

ran back into the house, got a Winchester rifle, but

we were out of sight when she returned, Spannard was

later caught and convicted for the crime.

4

TEXAS ROAD:

nen I was a oy in about 1871, the towns were a great
distance apart. Tnere were cnly two roads tarough
this section of the country. The ola Texass Road went
from San Antonio, Texas to Kansas ana on, beginaing
where Spiro is now located. Going soutn was the olc
Texas Road and wes known as the left brench. First
pzssing by the Krebs ranch whicnh was located on the

Skelleyville preirie about five miles west of Skelleyville,

~
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Then‘the Brazel store was next, owned by Bob Welch, Mr.426
Welch married a halfbreed, who was the daipghter, of Turner
Daniels, Mr. Welch was a pood man, and had mahy friends, he

only had one arms The following creeks were from five to
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the creeks were as follows Cnmosom Creelr, on Judee Tram's
place; next was Pesach Orchard Creek, next Dog Creek, next
was Brizel Creek, but the road did not cross Brizel Creek,
next was Red Oak Cresk, Thowas Edward, had a store there,
married a Hsrdaway who was Choctaw, it was abo-t 35 miles %o
the next store, which was Xiddle Station, the store was owned
by George Kiddle, who was a Choctaw. ext was Stringstown.

T hen vou come to Lime Stone G&ap, "mcle Charley Le Flora

run & Toll Zridge, lncle “~harlev, 1lived atr-t on and one-half
miles south of Lims Store &@ap » Fe did not charze the I.dians
to cross, but the whites were charsed, a war-on 7ifty cents,
horse back, twenty-five cents, and ten cents a head “or stock .
Uncle Charlev operated the bridge agbont thirty or trirtv-five
76ars. The bridge was over Lime Stone Creek. Next was a
little store, located =t a coal mine, abeort ten miles northeast
of éavannah; next store was -t Colbert, owned by lir. Culbers,
he also owned the Colbert Yerrr crossing Red Rivers There wers
no towns between Ft. Smith and lcAlester w "ch was a distance
of 90 miles. Beginning where the road branched off of the

014 Texas Road, abort where Sniro, is now located, leading
west; the only store between It. Sm‘th and McAlester was
logated on Sam Boy Creek, owned by Charlie Newberrv, a Choctaw ;
next store was at McAlester; llext was at Stonewall, owngd by

o~
Vs

Governor, W. L. Bird, a Choctaw; next was at Mjll Creek; this
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this store was owned by Jennie Davison; going horthwest‘{;%p
Mi1l Creek, it was 65 miles, to Cherokee Town; the next éiace
Erwin ®prines, Al Yurrav, owned a nigz cattle ranch and run
the store at zrwin Sprin~s, he was a w..te man, married a

McCoy who was a CUhickasaw. The next stop was Ft. Sill.

OCTAW & C:ICKASAW POLITICS

-

Choctaw: There were no varties, as there are now. UYor

-

example: if Jones and Samith were runnia: for Chief, the

—
voters made thelir own ballots, by writine the namne of nerson
they were woting for.
Chickagaw: T 'ev had a nrorress’'ve onartv, trev Aid their
voting by voice, and a nnmber of ti~es there were plenty
of crooked work, durings their elsction.
CTAN"CRIES" -

When one of the Tri-e died, a éﬁte was set for the "cries"
and at the apnonted time, Irdians for miles arc.nd wonld
attend. VWhite meonle who were nei~»bvors and friends, also
attended, som/of the Indians would go real earl}, and do the
cooking wﬁicﬁ consisted o% Pashashofa (corn & pork cooked
together) Bonahana (different kinss o meat cooked tocmether)
and kettle ples w-ich were cooked similar to the cowvirler vie,
we now cooke Trey would all gather aro nd the orave and crye

¢
If it sho»ld be a man t at died, his w'fe wonld belong to the
tribe from the time of his death rntil the "cr'es" were over,
then she would be set free or could remain with the tribe,
wp3ch ever she may chooses At a man's death, h&s personsal

belongings, such gasg, »is hat, boots, pants, and sixsh»ooter,

were buried with him, salt and nepper was also placed In the

coffin\\ The saIg and pepper was put there, so, when he arrived



KREBS, ROBERT C. INTERVIEY . )

-~

428

at the Hanpny Huntine Trornd, he wenld have it to use, when
he killed something to eat. If he owned a saddle horse, it
would be turned loose, never to be rode againe

[CTAN CHIRES

there was the grest Chief Pushamataha, he was the Great Shief,
that bad no mother or father. Just after a big rain on the
li1ssisginni River, the sun came ovut real bright, and a band
of Choctaws went huntinz, after crossing the river, they

carme to a clearing, this 1s where they found their CGreat
Chief, it was treir bel ef that ne was handed down by the
Great God, no one ever oew anrthins abont g neonle.

Over a hundred years arco, when tne Choctaws were emirrated

‘ . from’ﬁississippi over the Trail of oSlood, when they settled
in this covrntry, rushamataha wes made ~nler of the Choctaw
‘ation, he was sent to “ashinston, as a,dele;ate from nis
tribe. This was duriarc the administrat&on of Andrew Jackson.

He and Jackson had fovsht tozether a lot times for both the

taken sick and died, hefore he died, he asked Andrew Jackson,

if he wowld have lots of rig ~ums fired over ~is body, Jackson

~ranted him this wishe. The Croctaw crecota nsver rebelled
against the Governments The only time thev ever disarreed
with the Government was over the {frecdom of the slaves,

-

LaGE & PCLITICS

In 1892 I married-Leila Smith, a white woman that was raised

by the Checota Tribe, in 1896 I was elected covnty clerk in

Tishomingo County, served untél 1889, 1In 1889 I was elected

The Choctaws had zreat respect for their chiefs. For instance,

Choctaw and white peovls, wiiile in Vashington Chief Pushamataha,
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as Rypresentative of Tisnhominso, couvhty, served two terms,
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was then elected Senator. Serve&€ ag Sgnator until, our
Tribal form of Government ended in 1912, 1 also practiced
<

law in the Choctaw and Chickasaw N;tions, trving the ri~hts
of citizenshipﬁ. The Dawes Uommis%ion made & ruling that .,
no one wovuld be issved a license to npactice lsw, that had
not been before the Lnited States rorrt, that ended my law
cldreer.

® .
Just before the World War myv wife ard I sena-ated, I went
to Vlest Vircinie and went to work in a wowder honse, was
check clerkes After the war ﬁés over I went to @incinnati
staved there’'elirhteen months, then ccre o luskeree, short
time later, married Letty, who is my present wifes

o

L NEOUS

-

lir, Herbert loore, who is now bailiff, in redgral Court for
Judge Robert L. Williams, was borned and raised at Skullrville,
he and I grew up toget.er and were great friends. lir. loore's
father was Lymon lioore and married Fangie wcClain, whose
father was native of Alavama. Herbert married old Governor
Green McCurtain's darchter. He was vroclaimed Chief of
Croctaw Nation (Green icCurtain),  Thre loore's, i.cCla nts,

-and MeCurtain's were all creat veonle and well wmown for

their straicht dealinc and hoenestye.,




