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Nauxe Dore Daily Hoisington.

Post Office Address 300 South First Street.

Residence address -{or location)——Tonkawa, Oklahoma, __

DATE OF BIRTH: Month __ Marech - Day 17

Year 1864.

Place of birth - Casey, Clark County, Illinois.

6.

7.

Name of Father- William Daily : Place of birth

Other informetion about father R

Ohio.

e

Name of other Elizabeth Carpenter Deily Plece of birth

Illinois.

Other’information about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and

story of the person interviewed,
and questions,
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Robert l. Small,
Interviewer,

Ty 19,1137,

3

An Interviov With Dora Daily Hoisington,
300 South First Street, Tonkawe, Okla.

DpiahDaily was born at Casey, Clark County,‘Illinois,
Maroh 17, 1864; her father, Williem Daily, wes born in ..
Ohio, and her mother, Elizabeth Carpenter Daily was born
io Nlnots.

A3

On February 24, 1882, Dora married William Henry

Hbiﬁingtdn, in Leadville, Coibrado where they 11ved for
one year, then theymoved to Sumner COunty, Kansss; .after
liviﬁg‘fhoie three years they moved to Ford County, Kaniﬁs,.
and in July 1896, they came to Key County, Oklahoma Ter-
ritory:and traded their farm in Ford County, Knﬁsas,ror
a quarter section of land eleven miles southwest of Tonkawa.
Mr., Hoisington was in the "race"™ when this Gh;rokee Outlet
wags opened to settlement in September 1893, and secured a
dlaim for a frfond or‘hia, as Mr, Hoisington was not
91igible’ to hold a claim himself.

Thé one hundred and sixty acres that,Mr; and Mrs,
Hoisington had treded for in this new coﬁhtry had no improve- -
ments upon it exaoept a smell "dugout" on the east side of the

*

Place and’ a well of water on the west side, and thirty acres
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of land which had beén.put 15 cultivation; Immedigtely
after trading ;or this land they bought a four room house
in Wellington, Kansas; and carefully tore it down, saving
svery board that'céme out of {t and every nail; they hauled
itca distance{of‘stxzy miles to their farm\andlfebuilt it,
every piece or timber being.fitted baok in its former

position in the building, lxoept tho lath whioch held the

— e By -

plaster as thoy loat the plaster ‘and were unable at that

time to buy new plagter to finish it, but they did plaster
it a year later, i

. They gave a workman a horse to help them tear down and
rebuild this house,

Thoy‘nexp built sheds for their stock, which sheds ware
built of poles for the sides with straw roofs. A chicken
house with walls of sod and a straw roof was also built and
a well was dug convenient t;“§he house, . They brought about
ninety chickens; ning head of éﬁyt;eg four‘horses, and four
young hogs to butecher the rollowihg yeat.‘ They had but
$é5;00 iﬁ.money t0 run them that year or ﬁhtii thby could
grow another oroﬁ; tut Mrs. Hoisington being unusually

strong, energetic and industriocus, planned that by varefully

o
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using the ﬁilk from their ocows to meke butter she gould
produce a surplus each week above the family needs which,
vwith a surplus of eggs from the chickens, would almost

pay for the groceries that it would be necessary to buy.

They took wheat to. a m;ll at Oxford, Kansas, a distance of -
ebout sixty miles and hed 1% made inte flour for their ~
bread. Thej usually took enough to run them for several

months. , E

| Some of the bachelor raners in the neighborhood had
Qaised a good crop of sweet potatoes, peaﬁuts and pop corn
and having much more than they aould use, they éupplied -
Mr. and Mrs. Hoisington with a liberal quantity, free of
.any charée. n

In the spring of 1897, they planted corn and cgstor
beans, most of which were on sod land, and this, in addition
to their few aores of wheat all made & fair yield., MNrs.
Hoisington worked in the field to help shock wheaé dwring
harvest time; she helped stack hay, gather corn, or did
enything that was to be done. 1In addition to the work out

of doors she cared for her children, did her housework,

femily washing.etc. She churne& the milk from their cows
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in a stone churn with a wooden churndash, made most of
the family's wearinéépfarel, bed sheets, pillow cases stc.,
and patohed and mended all wearing apparel for the family,
Her dresses were mostly of calico, for ordinary wear, ten
yards of caliao being required to meke a dress in keeping
with the stylé of those days, and the prioce paid for oedlico
was from three and one-half cents to five cents per yard.
Most all of the elothing and'éther neooésaries of life
were cheaper dqring this period of the early days in this
gountry. ﬁrs. Hoiaington 30ld lots of young ohickens that
she raiaea‘ror four and five cents per péund in the markets.
In the spring and early supmer of 1894, Mrs. Hoisington
had canned oconsiderable guantities of vegetables and fruit
which they brought to fheir new home in Oklahoma Territory
following
and they ate these canned goods the/winter, whigsh reduced
their living expenses considerably. She had also dried
considerable fruit and green corn for winter use. ‘
_A s0d school house was located one half mile from their
home; this school house had a dirt floor and blain wooden

benches without any backs were used for the students to sit

on. Corn sobs were used@hierly for fuel to heat the sch601

&
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house; the salary paid the teacher was $30.00 per month
for a six months term.

Sunday School was also held in ‘this school house.

A church was later bullt by public donation, No regular
pastor was sesured for the church, but occasionally what
they ocalled a "drop-in" preacher would hold segvyces.

‘&here were not many 80cial events in the 5ountry
at that time; often, wﬁ;n a fandly.was going:to church
or t0 some similar community affair the entire family
would go in the farm wagon and if'young ladies had esaorts
they would also ride in the wagon, the young couple sitting
in chairs placed in the bagk part of th; wagon. Sometimes
*oandy pullings" "pop dorn" parties and/such like gatherings
were held at some?rarm home where thé young people would
congregate and havp "the tims of their lives",:

There were no automobiles, no electric¢ nor other kinds
of refrigera?prs, no kind of power washing machires, no
eleotric sweepers nor other kinds of elestrical labor saving
" devices. The women used big iron kettles to boil the clothes

in gn wash days and wsed home made soap and a washboard to

rudb the dirt out of their clothing. They used metal and
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glass lamps that burned kerosene, to furnish light in
their homes and in other places, Mrs. Hoisingtﬁn had
, @ neighbor whose house caught on fire on one cceasion
from a Kerosene lamp that had no globe on it, aébwo little
boys were fixing to retire at nighé; tpe house burned down
and burned the two iittlg boys ta death; after tgeir inter-
ment the neighborh/od for miles arounq donated as liberally
as they could to & fund to replace the building lost by
fire. At this time the Hoisingtons had only éive dollars,
~with no hopes of getting more money soon; they discussed-
the situation of their ne;ghﬁors who had lost their home by
) .
fire and rree‘y turned thé\%ﬁ.oo over to the soliciting
comnittee t¢/ help them rebuild their home, and immediately
afterward Mr. Hoisington borrowed some money from his
brother-in-law in Kansas, . ¥n the spring and summer
following, Mrs. Héisington worked out in harvest time,
cocking fer harvest hands t0 help mske money to repay what
%hoy had borrowed. . |
The early settlers in this caintry were ; very loyal

and hospitable people. When sickness, accident or other

adversity overtocok any of them, the neighborhcod rallied to
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their support in every conceivadle way., A man'éiword was
aocépted as his bond, as & rule, N ‘ ’
~ The nearest railrocad point to the Hoisiﬁgton}home
vas Ponca City, a distance of twenty-five miles. No bus
/)4nes o£ other mode of public conveysnce was then to be had.
The family bathroom was a dark cornér in the house
where the old wash tub could be placed to serve as a bathtub.
The Qew country was improved as the years pessed and
éd;day lovely homes adorn most of the sites where, in the
long ago, a dugout‘br a little sod house, stood out on the
barren prairies.
Mrs. Hoisington still pas their old hpme place with

jts modern improvements, although she owns and occupiea'a

splendidly furnished home at 300 South First Stree} Tonkawa.



