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Interview With W. 2 . Hardesty,
Cardan City, Oklahaoa,

I t nas on the last day of January, 1899, that W» E»

Hardesty arrived In the l i t t l e town of Tulsa from hi a old

Kenfcucky home. From the l i t t l e station in Tulsa he headed

south over the timbered hil ls where now stands Tulsefe siy-

serapers* i l l up town Tul«a end what i s now the roain bosi-

sMs a©otiont was then a wooded section, studded with natlvt

oaks*

Mr. Eardesty otruck the Arkansas River on the way south,

about where the Slat street bridge now crosses it* Here

he crossed the river on the ice, ^e leased his first fenc-

ing land from Anna Martin, a freedwoman of the Greek Nation,

who had an allotnent* Thin land, an "80", was east of what

i s nos Soulh QosAsah Street ,tne main tooslness street of
r

v «

Talsi, West, bat was then al l unsettled or open faming laad.

Here he was later joined by his family and here he lived aid

fainsd for twelve yeara, His first permanent home was on a
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•40" about two miles south of hit f i » t least. This wao

tisfeered land and was purchased from Lee Clinton, a Tulsa

pioneer* Mr. Hardest? bought this land in 1911 • A few

yeera later, he bought some sore land adjoining fait first

tract, trom th» allotment of Fred Clinton* Ht wae a hard
" ^ tx *

worker and fine manager end prospered, and from time to time

as the years passed, he added to his land holdings until he
/ three

had / hundred eod seventy^crea of good taming laad«

Weat Volsa grew and industries eetablished themselTea

here, the Texas Coupes? built a refinery in West Tulsa* This

was not tar from the Hardesty ftxm« Soon additional homes

were needed for the Texas Company man, so Mr* Eardeety aold

sixty aares off of the northern end of bis tract to be de-

tided into town lots* This addition was and now is known

as Garden City*

He soon began making improtmsnts on his fam/ouiidiiig

barns, fence* and finally built an eight room too story

fraae hone whieh i s a nice and modern home. The borne he

built about the middle of his tract. During his nearly forty

years of residenoe near Tolsa* or as a farmer, hts chief re-

liana* has been upon wheat which i s his greatest source of
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Growing wheat through these years has railed bin

from tenant famer to be the owner of three hundred and

seventy acres of fine irkansas River bottom land. N Wheat

has averaged twenty bushels per aore through these years*

Mr, Hardesty grows other crops too* Oatt, corn and hay,

as well as asms cattle and hogs* Ee has kept up the good

iteBtaefcy habit of killing aid curing his tnm neat, each

year* This with his fine orchard sad vegetables whlek are

raised and canned enables them to live at toxas and mighty

well too*

kr. as& M?s« Hardeaty hava four children and a numbaar

of grandohildren. Their boms has always dispensed true

South«ra hospitality, They are now Enjoying a well earned

rest, s i though ^r* Hardesty s t i l l Bunages" his affairs and

keeps abreast of the tinea*


