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KESSENGER, WILLIAM HENRY. INTERVIEY. #9878,
Bthel B Taekitt,

Investigator.

January 18, 1938.

Interview with William Hepry Keasenger,
> 825 S. Washington Street, Hobart, Oklahama.

I was born in Illinois January 14, 1864. My
parents, William Pranklin Kessenger and Mary Ann
Eites Kessenger, were also natives of Illinois. Our
femily moved t¢ Texas when I was a boy and settled in
what 18 now Wichita County hefore"that gounty was Oxw-
genized, ¥We lived at Wichita Falls and I remember quite
clearly that 'every cowboy vho rode through the settlement
was met by adpobody working for the organization of the
aounty and was foreced to put his name on the petition to

organize it. There were only four families living in

Wichita Falls at that time; they were Tom Williams, Jim _

Raleser, ¥. M. Davis and my father, W. ¥, Kessenger.

-

Freighting and bone hauling were the on}& ccoupations
to bs followed at that time if ome was not a cowumn or a
eowdboy working for some of the big outfits such as Dan
Weggoner*s and {amnett'a or the Day Land and Cattle Company
‘frer in the Indian 'I‘orrit.ory.

In the spring of 1881 I made my first long troighti'ng

trip and that took me from Gainesville in Gooke County,
|
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Texas, to tiy ,loca{i on of the prasenftown of Cllarendon
‘in Donley Comty, & distance of more than three hundred
miles, Matt Moker was my partner and we had a8 team of
Tive yoke of 0xen, Ve were loaded with shelled esTn
going out ang goming haagk we picked up & load of buffalo
bones,s0 pajd for the trip both ways. Ve had three
'agogs_trazl@d ons behind the other. It toock nearly the
whole sumner to make the trip/ and there were great trains
of haulera dging the same as we, hauling loads of pro-
visions and ¢ther artleles to the ranches and settlements

in the flest s1d returaing with loads of bones and buffalo

‘Eldes for thy buyers who ahipped them to the Eastern market. ‘
A well dressed "daffale hide could be baught for a dollar or
two. She Indiana dreasaed many bdbuffaloes and sold themt/n}le
raw hides weye shipped in bulk. )

The Tonyawe I'ndfaps dressed and sold hides among the
" white peaple Juite fraguently rof they lived in Texas in tﬁe
earl.y ywéo*s. 4 hide dressed by the de:xkawaa wag pliable

anl soft op the inside, while the haiy on the ocuter side
J.
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‘/;Ide was unharmed and thick. They usually painted

ploturss of persons, birds, and animals on the skin

' 8ide with their Indlan painte and dyes:of red, yellow,.

and indigo. | .
I heuled supplies to the ranches and line cumps

of the cowmen over intc the Territory and in Mar?h,

1885, I with two other fellowas hauled barbed wire on

spools from Wichita Falls, Texas, to thQ GCheyenne and

Arapaho territory to build a cattle drift fence for the

BN

J. D, cow outfit. These fellows were George . Swinney

and Warriek; they each had a team of six yoke of oven -

. _and I had & team of five, tiet means that they each had

twslve oxen snd I had ten. FEach man hed his three WAZODnS
couplad one bahind the other snd after crossing Red River
at Doan{a'crdsaxng we struck out across the sand hills,
winding along as best we -~ould for there were no such
things as roads in Greer County across which we wers to
travel, The spesd was slow 8t best for the oxen had to .

piek their own food from the grass when we camped at noon

’

-~
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and at night we had also to find water for them but

a8 we traveled through the valley in which the towmn &
of Altus {8 located at present snd headed on north

erossing the Elm Fork of Red River south of the present
town of Grapite and continued north past Headquarter
Mountain and cxrossed the Horth Fork of Red River into

the Oheyenno'cauntry._

e hed ocur oxders to take the wire to a line aeamp
of the J. D.'s and the foremsn came to us and pointed
out the place where he wished us to unload the great
heap of =spvoled barhed wire., It wes then wound on
wooden spools, one hundred pounds on a spoole This
barbed wire was t0 be used in building a drift fenae
which stretched for miles in 8 genersl direction east
,and west to kesp the thousands of head of oattle which
roamed at will over all of the Cheyenns, Arapaho, Kiowe,
Comanche and Greer County country from drifting out =nd
down into Texas when a norther. struck them. These drift

N\
i

fonces would stop them and the cattle would follow it %o
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poms oreek, river or gyp break where they would be
sheltered from the wind and cold, 7The grass was so
plentiful in those days that stegk never suffered for
food, The great need was water as the wmater holes
would freeze over and the stock could not break the
ice and would often fall upon the ices, a0 would freeze
ta death, The duty of the ocowboy line rider was to
look after his miles of fence and see to it that the
water holes were out free of ice every day in winter
ani that no cattle bogzged down in these water holes
in summer,

After unloading our wire we started on the return
trip; the zoing was not s0 herd but we were in & hurry
and did not taks time to piek up bones on the way as
there war not so many bones in this distriet as were
to be found farther west, e made it soross Red River

on April 22, 1885 and oamped on the Texas side that

412

ni{ght end it was most lusky for us that we made {t across

as thes noat terrific raln I have ever sesn fell that

night and Red River ocame down in a flood that would have



413

KESSENGER, WILLIAM HENRY, INTERVI B¥, #9878,

lept ns on the cther side for woeka, 7

It required two months for us to make the trip
with those twenty-two O0xen and heaxy weoden wagons
over 8 streteh of aountry of unbroken send hills
and rolling prairies covered with mesquite graas
growing thick and matted, crossing as best we could
Bitter Oresk, Lake Creek 2nd many small streams that
flow into North Fork, the wvalleys of whioh were then
thickly set with willow bushes, small trees and tall
goarse lowland grasses,

In the summer of 188§ I with Tour Jther fellows
segured ths eontract to ,strin{; the barbed wire an the
drift fenee for the Burpett asad ¥Waggoner cow outfit.
T™is fence started about seven miles south of Emmett‘
Cox's ranch and ran west with a three or four mile
Jog to the norlt,h to take in the turtle holes watering
place snd conti‘nued west seventy-two niiles to the

Greer County line which was indicated by ths Noxrth

"Fork of Red River,
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Another bunch of fellows had gone ahead and dug
the post holes and set the posts. Our outfit followsd
vith a home-made wood and iron roller fixed on the hind
end of a8 wagon on whigh the spcols of wire were plaé;&

80 that {t would rolly, The wagon with & team of mles
pulling {t, strung the wire by the side of the posts
about one hundred yards at & time. Then we would streteh
it tigl.zt w th this home-made stretcher that my father
had made in 1882 and {n this wey ve built the seventy-
two miles of throo-;{ro fence that was for years the
Burnett-%aggoner line fence, & land mark known to all
cowmen in Indian Territory and Texas,

My friend, George W. Swinney, a well known freighter
and cowpuncher of Greer County and Texes developed =has
is now called tuberculosis and was foreed to quit ranéh
woxk, He had no kin dbut was staying #ith a friend near
Mangum when he beoa?o despondent and took his own life
by shooting himself, He was buried in the Mangum Cemetery

in the last of the'IBBO'l.

P 2
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/ ¥hen the Kiowa country opened in 1901, I drew a
‘elaim apd tried to farm it but the land was so sandy
that I could do nothing with i%,

I now live in Hobart and so far as I know am the

1ast one of my people livinug.



