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KAHHES, MART H. , INTERVIEW. 9387.

Ethel Mae Y a t e s ,
Investigator,
Deo. IS, 1937.

An Interview With Mary H. Karnes.
1121 West 2nd street, Elk City, Okie.

I was bom in Cedar County, Missouri, in 1871 aid

came to Kansas with my mother and father in 1884. We came

in covered wagons and brought some chickens and a few head

of stock and led a milch cow behind the wagon al l the way.

We livefi there one year then moved to Liberal, Kansas.

Came by train to Decatur County and then came in covered

wagons to the place of Liberal. This place was almost owned

by the cattlenen.

While we were in Liberal, there was a big Indian scare

and many people l e f t . Be learned later that i t was the cattle-

men who put on the Indian scare to get the people to leave,

so they could have the grass for their stock.

In 1886 we moved over into the Territory and came to

what was known as "No Man's Land"and settled on a cleiffl and

dug a dugout back in a bank end covered i t with sticks and

dirt.

We settled on Beaver Creek and used water out of the

creek until we eould get us a.well dug. The sand was so
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"qulcky" thet we took boxes thet we brought our things in

end broke them up to get the lumber to stead on to keep

from going down in the Quicksand wMle we dipped our

watery end we used cow chips for i a e l .
«

There was a l i t t l e post office nearby named Blue Grass,

but we had to go to Lib'erel, 'Censes, for our supplies whieh

was about f if ty miles and i t would teke several days to make

the t r i p . A l i t t l e l t t e r we bui l t a sod house and had to

haul the lumber thet we used in i t from Liberal .

My father did not f i l e but was what was knov?n as a

"squatter"; he farmed end raised stock.

In 1S91 I was lasrried to tlr. W. 5. Scranton. He was a

ranchman and owned lo t s of stock. He f i led on a claim, and

when we wer,e married I moved into what was called a "doby" •

house. I t was cue large souare boi rooiu wi th one door and

two windows in i t . I s t i l l l ived on Beaver Creek and our

post office was near Optima; i t was on one side of Beaver

Creek and we lived on the other. Bwaver Creek got some big

r i ses up. One time I noticed that i t was r i s i ng . I was

hone alone and I went to tke barn to get my l i t t l e chickens
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and before I could gat back to the house I hod to wade in

water two feet deep*

In 1893 I was sick In bed end a r iae came down, yy

husband put my bed up on the table and nail-od up the door,

to keep out as much water &s possible, fie then stood end

dipoed water with a bucket end threw I t oat the ?.indow just

as fast as he could.

In 1394 there cace one of the worst bl izzards t n t t w&s

ever known. I t was on May 21, end I was alone. T spent

night after night clone. v.y husband had bought enother room

end moved i t and set -it about three feet froc the other -room

with the do >rs facing. That night a bi g snow fell ' ind the

next morning t i e snow had crif ted in between the roots end

I was anow bound end nothing to dig out with but a l i t t l e

stove shovel. When I began to get the snow dug awey I found

our dog buried in the dr i f t , but he %&s s t i l l alive and ceoe

wiggli*^ out. Grass was green and we had quit feeding our

c a t t l e . We l o s t twenty-five head LUQ our ne&reet neighbor

los t f i f ty . Not fbr.from there they seid that a person could

walk for miles on the carcasses of deed c a t t l e . I guess the
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cattlemen suffered the worst losses that they had ever

known.

We laid In one thousand pounds of flour a year extra

to feed the roomers and comers and goers. Our door latch

was always on the outside and when a cowboy came around he

knew he was at home. Sometimes there would be as many as

thir ty-f ive meji for me to cook a meal for end maybe I would

know only an hour before that they were costing and I had to

cook with cow chips 88 there was no wood. Our food consist-

ed mostly of beef,breed, and coffee end sometines gravy.

Svery fa l l the men would have 8 big round-up end would

round-up a l l of the stray ca t t l e and throw them in a pas t i re

near us and oar ho.se was headauarters. ?/hen the men got

through rounding up, each one would pic"* out his own brand

and go home. The cattlemen would round up the i r c a t t l e and

put them in a pasture by us un t i l they got ready to ship,

then they would drive to Dodge City, Kansas^ and ship them

from there to Kansas City, Kansas. After the ca t t l e were

taken away and the cow chips were dry we would take the

wagon and gather the cow chips into the barn-and th i s was

our winter fuel .
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I got one rea l scare, the f i r s t year tha t I was mar-

r ied . 1 went down to the creek to get soiae water and ran

r igh t up onto 8 wild ca t ly inp on the bank. Vy husband

took h i s gun r-nd went down and k i l l e d i t . Then we f i r s t

eeme to the Territory our f ru i t consisted of l i t t l e wild

Chickfisew pluas.

fie l ive^ here five yeprs end in 1896 "we moored down

near Rartshorne in whet i s now Pittsburg County. K?y hus-

band was Bti l l in the ca t t le business and went "broke". He

then went to vnr1' in the mines end was kil led in the mine

explosion in 1900.

In 1901 I was rcsrri ed to Mr. W. A. '^arnes. V'r. ^arnes

had core to the Territory in a much e a r l i e r day then I .

He ce;* from Dodge City, Kansas, to Fort S i l l in 1373.

They were hauling supplies to the for t , ""hey brought one

hundred wagons end four mulos to the wagon end one hundred

extra csules end tvrenty-f? ve extra ien. There were no roads

and they just hsd to blaze their way across the country.

When they got to the Canadian River i t was>frozen over; '

they put the nules across f i r s t then put the wagons across*
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llr* XtraM1 w*gon was lost* It was loaded with shelled

o w n tad when he want on the ice it broke through* His

bosa caught him with hit lariat rope and rescued him but

hi8 wagon and teams went down .in the quicksand and were

never rescued. He was frozen stiff bat &ey worked with

him and got him warmed up* When they got to the fort

they never had an extra mile or an extra man as they had

fro*tn to death on the way* He was gone six months on

this trip that his folks didn*t hear from him as there

WAS no way to send mail* They thought that he waa dead,

that he had frozen or the Indians had killed him.

He fought tha Indiana in 1876• He and another

•an were scouting around and in sent bushes they found

two girls* The Indians had made a raid on then and had

buraed their parents* One of the girls was about sixteen

and the other was smaller* The older had been so soared

that she had lost her mind. Neither of the girls had a

stitch of clothes on.

Mr* Kames was a greet hunter and with several

other men had been over on the plains hunting* One night

some of their horses strayed away and he went oat to hunt

for them* He became so cold that he sat down two miles
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from a fire and imagined that he was by the fire. The

men were hunting for him with spy glasses the next morn-

ing and eaw him where he ras sitting and came and got

him and thawed him out. He said it was not the freezing

that hurt but the thawing out.

Then in 1913 we stored to what was then South Mo-
i

Aleeter and ran a hotel for two years. Mr. J. J. Mc-

Aleater ate with us. Be was the nan who founded the

town. That was just about the time the Indians regis-

tered and we have had as many as one hundred and fifty

Indians in the hotel at one time. We stayed there two

years and went back to Hartshorne and carried the mall

to Me Alester in a surrey and also carried passengers.

We did not stay there long until we moved to Crowder;

the post office was Juinate but all are as one now.

This town was also named after the nan who founded it

and lie was an Indian. We lived here four years and

ran a hotel. €e then moved to Missouri in 1908 and in

1914 we moved back and settled at Carpenter. We made

all of these moves in covered wagons and cooked on

cawpfires. A H slept in the wagons that could and what
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could not sleep in the wagons slept under the wagons.

We came from Carpenter to -Elk City in 1920 and in

1984 my husband died here in this house that we live

in now. We took him baok to Hartshorne for burial* He

fought in the Civil War for both the South and the North.

He was caught in Texas when the war broke out and was taken

in the war* He went home on account of sickness and was

caught and taken to war again* He and Abraham Lincoln wero

greet friends; played together when they grew to manhood^

He drove the hearse that took Abraham Lincoln to the ceme-

tery.


