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Other information about father Cettleran, Fermer.
7. Name of Mother liancy E. Devis f—\ Place of birth Alebama

. . . &
Otmer information aborut mother

—— - e e e

Notes or complete rnarrative by the (ield worker cdealine with the life -:d
story of the .erson interviewed, Refir to Manual for sug:csted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmiy to
this forms Number of sheets attgehed @ .

4
{

/
/
{




228

KELTNER, W, H. H, INTERVIEW. 8162

Deugherty, John F., Sulphur, Okla.
Interviewer
august 10, 1937,
Life of & Pioneer ! an
By W. H. Keltner, Hickory, Okla.
Father wes J. C. C. Keltner, dborn Apri111826’in

Kentucky. [.e wes & cettleman esné farmer.

l'other wes liancy E. Davig,born in alsbama, april

I was the only child end wes born July 18, 1850,
five wiles snutheest of the vresent site of Fugo, in &

hewed log house, with & pine floor. The lurber;for this

Ploor wee sewed wit: & vii~ sew vhich s dufiler %o ¢

cross-cut sew., There wags a2 pit in the £YH1nd enc &

U

scafld gtove o mold the logw=.” “ne Len stood in

7 the pit end two t.en stood ebove. . They put weter end

4fcopperas in & gourd end-mede & brown line down the log
fo follow, ?his kept tne boerd streight snd it %Puld be
sewed the tnickness désired.

I went to school in & double two-sgtory log house
at Spring Chapel. This was hewed of red oék logs and
is still stending one znd a hslf miles south of the de-
pot et Hugo. The upper part df this building was used

for the Nasonic Lodge. The lower part was for school
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and church.

Father woved to Xingston in the Chickesew llation,
just before the Civil wer. In iugust, 1864, sll boys,
fourteen years or nléer, were conscrinted for service
in the ermy. They got re enc took e to Shrevesport,
Louisians. 1 steyeéd there until the war ended in 1R6E.
Tather wes in the Confederate .rmy end after I left
j other wes slone. The Southern 3ush Yhackers came elong’
end toox everything she hed. They tnook her cotton enc
corn and tnré& it in the creek. IHer bed quilts were

stolen, rolled into & bundle &nd cerried off. They took

all the food in the house &na left her without & riorsel

—t5 eet, 3She & ddled a pony end rode inteo-Texes, where- - -
she remeinec¢ with friends until the end of ire war.
Thers were five .hundred young boys in the canp

where I was stationed. We didn't sce service. %hen

the war cease. they turned us loose with & good peir of
shoes, good clothing snéd I hed en Enfield rifle, six_

feet long end & six shooter. There were other boys com-

ing this wey and we all casme together. We walked about
twenty miles s day. There was no food to be gotten ex-

cept wild gamé. The houses were few ané fer apart end,

the people who lived in them were starving, becsuse the
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goldiers had égg;ggged enc taken all their supplies.

We killeé deer, wild turkeys and prairie chickens &nd
ete them e&s we vent eglong. Ve got & forked stick, put
the meat on this and held it over & fire, which ws stert-
ed with & flint rock and piece of steel. There wers no
metches, end eech boy carriec¢ his flint rock anc steel.
llother, Fatrer enc I errived home asbout the same
time. Thet wes & glorious fenily reunion. TFather and
I went to ferming after ve ceme beck to Xingston. In
the reentime,  other fell heir to an estete in  lett
County, Missouri, endé it waes necessary for Father to be
there to settle things. He wes notified by'mail at
Colbert Station and we began to make preparstions for
ti.e trip. We had a }arge home~made wegon with the hind
wheels higher then & msn could resch., It had & wooden
axle which we kept greased with ter, end it soueaked
noisily as we drove along. The wheels an¢ axle were
wede of bois dtare, ¥e bought 8nother’wagon auite like
this one, Ve drove five yoke of steers to one, &nd
three yoke to the other. We rounded up sbout a hundred
fifty head.of cattle, including ebout fifty milch cows,

snd sterted north. We went by Atoka where et that time

I;‘
.
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there was only one store. e trevelled on through lLime-
stone Nap and camped neer where ! c.lester now stands.
There wuas & canp ground neer éome springs. Ve got &
bucket gndéd started to the head of tre spring for weter.
We hedn't gone far when we discovered, to our horror, s
deed man lving in the weter. '.e got & shovel, dug a hole
and buried him, since the?e wes nn one near to notify.
The next day at & trading post we ran into & squad of ten
or twelve United States larshals., We told them what we
hed found the dsy before. About three years later they
found the men who hed slein this one, in Illinois. .

We forded the Cenadian Rivef and went through Che-
cotsh a?d Muskogee. We milked the cows évery morning
and pog&ed the milk in a berrel on the wagon. Ve had
plenty/of milk. %hen we reached “ort Gigson we cemped
in‘; cene break. Ve were tired sncC thought perhsaps we
would rest here for several dsys; but we vere eager to
move when an officer‘came end told us thet those Creek
Indians were dying with the cliolers, &nd if we stayed
there we would be quearantined elong with the Indiens.
We moved on end didn't stop until we got to Tehleqush.

We fcund the line between the Cherokee Netion end Ar--

kanses., It was ﬁexagon shaped iron posts about six feet



232 -

5=
KIDTNE&,.W. H. H. INTERVIEW. 8leo
high and six inches al the base, set a mile epert,

We travelled into Missouri on the Wire Rosd, so
called becsuse the Government had telephone\wires into
Fort Smith along the side of this road during the Wwer,
We arr;ved at our destination in Platt County, hissoﬁrg
on the seventh of August, end lived ‘there five yesrs.
We then réturned %o the Territory and settled on Mud
Creek in the Chickssew Netion.

In 1372 I found sone encineers surveying for. the

- Xesty Retfroed nesr stoke and they gave me & job of driv-
ing stekes for them. I becamé &8 surveyor.

The firs? passenger t?ain on the Katy ceme to

stoke October &, 1E72Z. The engine was fired with wood.

There were cords of wood and berrels of wster at inter-
4

vals elong the right of way.&\:\géf?epger traig consist-
—_‘;W"*EE*Sf*Eﬁ‘Eﬁgine end three coaches, ;&&—a—fre&gh%—trafﬁ;~————
had four c&rs and the engine., %hen the Katy ggt.to Red
River with their roed bed, Texes said "Stop!" The laws
_end treeties stobped the dndlan Territory st thé south’
bank of Red River. In 1883% I mede s survey [rom ;he

mouth of Big Wichite to the mouth of Peas River, along'

the south bank of the Red River. I found neerly all the
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markings made by a surveyor named Sam Green in 1852-53.
When the Railroads were Tirst built across the

Territory the fesre was five cents per miie end one éen-
tering from either side hed to stop at thé line &nd buy

8 ticket. If one were going from Missouri to Texas he ‘
mst buy 8 ticket on the north line of the territory to
the south line, end then buy his ticket at the south line
to his destination. The ssme was true when going cut of
the territory. There were no tickets sold past the line.

I married Susie Potter in 1875. .We have thirteen

children. )y parents are buried et Leon, Oklshomsa,



