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Daugherty, JohnF., Sulphur, Okie.
Interviewer
August 10, 1937.

Life of a Pioneer 1 an

By W. H. Keltner, Hickory, Okla.

Father was J. C. C. Kel tner , born April 1826 in

Kentucky. I.e was a c&ttleman and fanner.

I 'other was ICancy £. Davis born in Alabama, April

1832.

I was the only chi ld end wes born July 18, 1850,

five lailes southeast of the present s i t e of Hugo, ' in a

hewed log house, with a pine f loor . The lui.b^rr for t h i s

f loor vfes sPv"ec wit: a r..i~ sew rhic ' : is, s i ^ i l e r to t

cross-cut sew. There was a p i t in t'-.e fVTjnc and a

scaf iu ld ebove to h_old_ the l o g - i r r ' "ne~K6ri stood in

the p i t and two i.en stood above. .They put water and

jfcopperas in e gourd en ah made a brov,-n l i n e down the log
•f

to follow. This kept tne board s t ra ight and i t could be

sawed the tnickness desired.

I went to school in e double two-story log house

at Spring Chapel. This was hewed of red oak logs and

is s t i l l standing on© and a half miles south of the de-

pot et Hugo. The upper part of this building was used

for tfie Masonic Ludge. The lower part was for school
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and church.

Father rtoved to Kingston in the Chickasaw nation, .

just before the Civil flax. In August, 1864, all boys;

fourteen years or older, were conscripted for service

in the army. They got r.e enc tooK ne to Shrevesport, ,

Louisiana. I stayed there until the war ended in 1P65.

father was in the Confederate r.vnj end after I left

3 other w&s alone. The Southern 3ush"J?rhackers cane elong'

end took everything she had. They took her cotton and

corn and tnrew i t in the creek. Her bed quilts were

stolen, rolled into a bundle and carried off. They took

all the food in the house ana left her without a r.iorsel

""to eaV; ShlT~5t fidled~"8-trcrr.y—crtG-rotie- in-to-^exes, -where- -

she remained with friends until the end of the war.

There were five .hundred young boys in the camp

where I was stationed. TJe didn't see service. T̂ien

the war ceaseu they turned us loose with a good pair of

shoes, good clothing and I hed an Enfield r i f le , six

feet long and a six shooter. There were other boys com-

ing this way and we a l l came together. f!e walked about

twenty miles a day. There -was no food to be gotten ex-

cept wild game. The houses were few and far apart andv

the people who lived in them were starving, because the
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soldiers had ransacked end taken all their supplies.

We killed deer, wild turkeys and prairie chickens and

ate them as we rent along. Ve got e forked stick, put

the meat on this and held it over a fire, which we start-

ed with e flint rock ana piece of steel. There were no

matches, end each boy carried his flint rock and steel.

Mother, Father ena I arrived home about the same

time. That was a glorious family reunion. Father 8nd

I went to fanning after re came back to Kingston. In

the meantime, I other fell heir to an estate in ". lett

County. Missouri, and it wes necessary for Father to be

there to settle things. He was notified by mail at

Colbert Station and we began to make preparations for

the trip. We had a large home-wade wagon with the hind

wheels higher than a men could reach. It had a wooden

axle which we kept greased with ter, and it squeaked

noisily as we drove along. The wheels anc axle were

uede of bois d'arc. We bought another wagon quite like

this one, v.'e drove five yoke of steers to one, and

three yoka to the other. We rounded up about a hundred

fifty head.of cattle, including about fifty milch cows,

end started north. We went by Atoka where at that time
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there was only one s t o r e , '.'-'e t r ave l l ed ori through Li rue- ^

stone Cap and camped ne&r where I c,Jester now s tands .

There was a can.p ground ne t r some sp r ings . V/e got a

bucket and s t a r t e d to the head of the spring for water .

We h&dn't gone far when we discovered, to our horror , a

dead man lying ia the v.-ater. "e got b shovel, dug s hole

and buried him, since there wts no one near to no t i fy .

The next day at a t rad ing post we ran in to e squad of ten

or twelve United S t a t e s La r sha l s . We to ld them what we

had found the day before . About three years l a t e r they

found the man who had s l a i n t h i s one, in I l l i n o i s . ,

We forded the Canadian River and went through Che-

cot&h a id ICuskogee. We milked the cov?s every morning

and poujred the milk in a b e r r e l on the v?agon. Y?e had
;/

plenty, of milk, ^'hen we reached Fort Gibson we camped

in a cane break. \ve were t i red anc thought perhaps we

would res t here for several days; but we vere eag-er to

move when an officer ca:;.e and told us ths t those Creek

Indians were dying with the cholera, e.nd if we stayed

there we would be quarantined elong with the Indians.

We moved on and didn' t stop unt i l we got to Tahlequah.

7?e found the l ine between the Cherokee Nation end Ar--
0

kanses. I t was hexagon shaped iron posts about six feet
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high and six inches 3^ the base, set a mile apart.

We travelled into Mssouri" on the Wire Road, so

called because the Government had telephone Wires into

Fort Smith along the side of this road during the War.

We arrived at our destination in Platt County, Lissouri,

oij the seventh of August, end lived there five ye&rs.

We -then returned ^o the Territory and settled on Mud

Creek in the Chickssev; Nation.

In 1372 I found some- engineers surveying for, the

- K8ty Railroad near Atoke and they gave ne a job of driv-

ing stakes for them. I become a surveyor.

The first passenger train on the Ksty came to

.htoka October 6, 1572. The engine was fired with v;ood.

There were cords of wood and barrels of water at inter-

vals along the right of- way... « passenger train consist-

ed of tin engine and three coaches, arid a freight t r a i n —

had four cers and the engine. ?hen the Katy got to 3ed

River with thei r road bed, Texes said "Sto£!M The lavs

and t r ee t i e s stopped the Indian Territory at the south

bank of Red River. In 1883 I made a survey from the

mouth of Big Wichita to the mouth of Peas River, along

the south bank of the Red River. I found nearly fill the
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markings made by a surveyor named Sam Green in 1852-53.

When the Railroads were first built across the

Territory the fare was five cents per mile and one en-

tering from either side had to stop at the line and buy

a ticket. If one were going from I^issouri to Texas he

must buy a ticket on the north line of the territory to

the south line, end then buy his ticket at the south line

to his destination. The s&me was true when going out of

the territory. There were no tickets sold past the line.

I married Susie Potter in 1875. -We have thirteen

children. l?y parents are buried at Leon, Oklahoma.


