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W. T. Holland, Field Worker
Indian-Pioneer HEisgtory
¥ay 26, 1937 '

Higtory of the First Presbyterian
Church of Tulsa.

The first religious service ever held in Tulsa
was conducted on the porch of Hell's gtore in 1883 by
a Presbyterien liissionary by the name of Rev. R. ko
Loughri ége. For fifty years this pioneer missionary
served the Creek Tribes. Although seventy yeers of
age ¢t the time of his visit to the present site of
Tulsa, yet he made the trip from Wealska !ission
school, about twenty-five miles south of here, on
horseback. Rev., Loughridge made a number of such
tripﬁ)each time gathering a lsrger group of interegted
folks. In 1884 this groug_wrote to Rgv. e Po Haworth)
a Bresbyterian kissionary at Vinita, inviting him to
vigit them with e view of orgsnizing a mission school
eand church. In due tire thepe arrangements were worked
out with the Board of foreign !issions, end Nr. Haworth
ceme as the head 'of the work.

The next yeer, 1885, at a meeting of the Indian
Terri tory Presbytefy at Parsons, ZXansas, suthority was
given I'r. Heworth to orggnize a8 church in "Tulsey Town."

By an act of the Presbytery, all members of the Tealsaka

tdgsion living at or near Tulsa were made charter members
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of the new Tulsa church. Fifteen members, &ll Indiens,
were transferred by this sact.

Taylor Postoak, a fullblood Creek, being an elder
in %he Wealf§a church, becare the first elder of the
rew church.

The late J, l.. Hell was kere &t the time and
he%;ed largely with the new orgénization. ‘e was
mede an elcer in 1886, and servec s such until his
death.

Rev. %. 7. Haworth was pestor until 1888, A4ifter
that dete various vestors served for short periods of
time, only one—gf whem is now 1iving> Rev. ne Hubert
Brayles of Philadelphia. :

One of the esrly pastors, &<ev. Leonard P, Tavidson,
who came in 1898, was calleu the followi.g year by the
Board of Foreign lissions to go &s & nissionery to the
Philippine Islends. He thus became the first foreign
mi ssionary to be sent out from thig church. He died
shortly after getting his work orgsni.ed.

The present pastor -ev. C. «. Zerr D. D.,took up
the work here Februsry 10, 1900,

‘The church has been housed in four different build-

ings. The~edd missiog buildi ng was used until 1899 when
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a frame building vas erected at Fourth and Boston.
In 1911 a larger building was nee. ec and the site
chosen wes st Seventh and 2oston. This builaing is
now used as a Chepel or annex 1o tﬂé present builcing
which wss érected in 1928,

During its over fifty years of uistory, there hes
been received into the church upon profession of feith
3,774 persons. Those received by letter £,087 and |
those re-inststed 778, This neking a totasl of 9,659,
0f this number, 9,458 hLave been receiver during Tr.
Keger's pastorste.

A total of &,087 heve joined other churches or
been dro;ped. Two thousend eight hundred eighty-seven
have been placed on the inective roll, mostly pe<ople
wno have movad awey and never cskeC Tor the.r letter.'
Seeth hes claired 495 active memb rs. The -resent
iembership is 9,141 and the Sundey school roll is 2,189.
Turing the fifty rears the church hes give. to bhenevolences
;645,12é--to the Ce.cral ssse bly assessmeants 10, 04&--
for congrggetigual expenses, locel charity asnd building

funds, #1,471,720.00, na-ing & greid totel or .,2,126,128.C0Q



1

\

-3
L

S RVIEV.
. 369

RERR, C. W. I

-

4
A list of the pastors follow:
Rev. 7. . Loughridge, lissionery Aug. 13835-1884
" J. '. Daiment, Supply July 27, 1534
" W. P. Haworth " 12-19-1885--11-27-1887
" R, I; Loughridge "  6-3-1388--11-15-1891
" R, J. Lemb " 11-22-1861--12-1-1293
* D. Ii. Leerskoo " 12-24-1£93--3-1-1896
" i. E, Brayler Pastor 6-9-1896--2-27-1898
®  Yeonard P.Devidson " 9-6-1698--12-16-1€99

n C. ¥, Kerr n 2-10-19CC~--t0 date

Will report o. humean interest stories and inter-

esting incidents in the experience of Dr. Kerr, later,



