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litrriU A* Nelson
October 13, 1937
Investigator

Interview with William Kennedy
511 West Broadway
Enid, Oklahoma*

My parents landed In Wiseonoln in 1842, where they

settled before Wisconsin became a state* I was barn in a

log house In that state in 1866,, I lived in Wisconsin

for twenty-seven years and can* to Kingfisher in 1890. I t

'was unusual to come so for then*

I was l ike a ,7ood many other fellows who wanted

to drift West* The f irs t impression of the country was

that i t looked so barren* This was beoause I came from

timber country in tfte north* However, I liked the looks

of the country and hare always liked the people* There

are not many foreigners in this section but a few miles

north of Kingfisher there was a German settlement named

Kiel, where there were quite a fow German people* As I

oould talk six or seven dialects of German, I found this

an advantage in any business I went into* There are some

of the Geraen dialects that I cannot speak* I do not know the

dialect of the P»p—*y people around Berlin nor of the

people in my mother's district on the Frenoh border* The
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Punmer s e c t i o n i s a l l P r o t e s t a n t whi l e Mother was r a i s e d

in a Catholic district and I am a Catholic myself.

My mother's father was not permitted to apeak

French when his province was conquered by Germany, so he

wanted to go to Brazil, They went to Antwerp vith a

group of others who did not ltke any restrictions on. what

they spoke* There was ao boat going to Brazil but there

waa one coming to America so they took that*

I came down to Kingfisher In 1890 and went with my

brother into the dry goods business. At that time my

brother was working far a fellow named S* H« Logan who

had started a store in Kingfisher when Old Oklahoma was

opened In 1889* My brother and I started another store

in Hennessey• 'They decided to move this store to Snid,

which they did the year after the Cherokee Strip opened.

In 1896 wo bought out the Logan interests and were

incorporated in 1901* We incorporated as Kennedy Brothers*

In the beginning we had a frame ahaak 85 Z 25 feet* A

l i t t l e letter the Logan and Kennedy firm had a store 25 X50

feet* In 1891 they opened a store in Hennessey*
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When they moved to Sold l a the 100 block on Saet

Broadway, they hafl a sheet iron building* l a 1895 they

bought a l o t on Gsand Avenue where Hewman*s Mercantile

Establishment l a now* They put up ft s tore and stayed

there t i l l 1932, when Hewoan bought their stock out*

While here I proved up on a d a t a . I do not r e c a l l

the exact number but i t was two ml1*8 over the l i n e in

Grant County, and two m i l e s west from Highway SI* I

would s tay oat there a while and go back and forth while

working i n my store*

In one ease two man divided a claim* They were

San Thomas from Michigan and a man named 4uint from

Kingfisher and they were about to have a contes t but i n -

stead they s p l i t the ir claim.

Among the merchants or buslaass men who came to Bnid,

p r a c t i c a l l y p«nni lees , were Mr, Rogers and Mr« Cannon of the

f l m o f Rogers and Cannon* Mr* Rogers9 brother had a l i v e r y
>

barn i n Kingfisher and Fred Rogers,who l a t e r foxraed the

firm o f Rogers and Cannon, was a c lerk In the county o f f i c e s

in Kingfisher.

* the firm of Cannon ,fcooidlng and Rogers
fl
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was foraed* They owned a l o t of b u s i n e s s blocks* They

dealt almost exclusively In city property, especially

lfr* Gannon, One of their pTOJeote was the d i n ding

of laud Into city additions* In this way Cannon added the

Marshall Addition., to Bnid and later several others in-

cluding the layerly Addition* Neither of these sen had

anything when they o«rae to town*

W« B* Johnston, Ao died recently,was another

prosperous nan who started in Enid without any money* He

always said he cans to Snid with a typewriter and 15 cents*

He used to boy grain on tfce streets of Enid* Be got a oar

and scooped wheat Into tills* He collected a few hogs and

got them in a hog' lot where he fed them* Soon he ms

buying grain and stock by the oar load and had a string

of elevators.

la those days fa i t and Fred Brown had the local

hack business* I t would cost you 50 cents to $1*00 to

drive orer to North Enid* Glen falters put In the f i r s t

cabs (horse taxis} for town use* This was in 1693*

The HLaolcwell, Snid, and Southwestern was promoted

uftlnly by John Linden and Edmund fraat** Later th i s
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road became the'Jfrisao* Nearly a l l the merchants i n c l u d i n g

nytt lf , contr ibuted to g e t t h i s road s t a r t e d * Mr. Peckham

and h i s son had something t o do to, making the change. The

son was timekeeper* fir* Rogers(mentioned above) was book-

keeper* Ihen they ran out of money, they nad* coupons*

This r a i l r o a d became the ' F r i s c o , after the rai ls were

laid,*en they put on the rolling stock*

fhe way they started off, you *ould have thought the

Denver, Knid & Gulf Railroad intended to bridge the Pacific

and land in Japan* They did get as far asAvard, and then

quit. The Orient was another ambitious line* It HAS hoped

that i t would go through Enid; instead i t vent west of

here* Stilwell was connected with th i s line* I do not

know what railroad absorbed i t ; perhaps the Hook Island*

One of the Indiana whom I met in Kingfisher was "Dutch"

Jigg* He was a Squaw-nan* His wife was a nieoe of Sitting

Bull. When Sitting Bull was killed they were living west

of SI Reno at the time, on the faahita* This was in 1890-

1801 that they had the outbreak in the Black Hills*

Among the Deputy United States Marshals I knew in

this country were, QhriB Had sen, s t i l l living in Enid; Bil l

Ryan end for»»tt*
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Among the old towns I remember was Ooncoxdla; t h i s

was seven or e ight m i l e s south of Drummond i n Garfleld

County almost on the l i n e * I t i s not sheen on maps of

Oklahoma*

We sold i n our ear ly s t o r e , dry goods e x c l u s i v e l y *

Evening gowns and dress s u i t s were i n our stock* The men

bought s i l k h a t s o c c a s i o n a l l y and we so ld some jewelry*

There were no class distinctions In buying our fine clothes;

a gambler m ght make a purchase or perhaps members of a

congregation would go together and get the minister a new

suit* We sold Dunlap hate and Manhattan shirts*

There were a few of the old high wheel bicycles in

town in those days* Beraan Bass rode one of th is type*

Richard Messall brought a lot of money into town whan he

secured a brewery agency here*

One of the achievements of one of our state represen-

tatives was that* of Pat Goulding of the Ooulding, Cannon .Rogers

firm who brought back the State Hospital for the Feeble

Minded to our city* The men about town laughed at him for

this but there the State Hospital stands, a chow plaoe and

a credit to the city* Some wanted the penitentiary located

here instead.
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They t a l k about the out laws In t h o s e d a y s . You

were s a f e r then than you a r e now I f you had money on yon

and peop le know i t . There were a few o u t l a w s / i o w e v e r .

•Daere was Dick Y eager and Black; Black was out West In

the (Haas Mountains , He was •mooching* out t h e r e and t h e

farmers shot him • He died i n Enid*

I have ten children* One i s with the Benfield

Packing Oompaay in Tulsa* Another i s ia Ardsnore*


