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1. Name Mra. Emma May Kama a

2. Poet Office Address Quapaw, Oklahoma

3. Residence address ^feP^cvcion) ¥Hi xxxxt

4. DATE, OF BETH: Month Day Year

5. Pla^fc of b i r t h AB she remembers i t .

6. Name of F---th^r Place of b i r th

Other information at out father

7. Name of Mother Place of bir th

Other information axout mother

Rotes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i f e and
tory of the i-erson interviewed. Ruf£r to Manual for s^j .'c^ted subjects

and questions. Continue on blank she^tr- if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached •
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Nannie Lee Burns,
Investigator,
April 30, 1938.

An*paterview with Mrs. Emma May Karnes,
Cuapaw, Oklahoma.

My father was lhar les L. Cowarden ^orn in Ohio^ and

my mother;Lucy Cowarden^bora at fort Smith, Arkansaso I

was born at Kansas City, Missouri^in 1870. I attended

school at Arcadia, Kansas,after which for awhile we lived

near_Fort Smilh and then went back to Kansas*

After th i s for several years, I lived in railroad

camps as rcy father was a railroad contractor and would take

contracts to build new ra i l roads . I did my f i r s t cooking

for the men at Pittsburgh Kansag^ Here we had from f i f ty

to seventy-five men to cook for. Wd got $3.50 per week for

boarding the men but we did not have to bed them. Tn^yhad

another larje tent in which they s lep t . 7e a l l lived in tents

and they ate and we cooked in tents but the cook-tent was

much smaller thf.n the tent where we a te . We had to take a l l

kinds of weather and regardless of the weather the men had

to have the i r meals. I have wadad in(water ahoetaoufch deep
^ i

in getting around the place.
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A s i n g l e hand r e c e i v e d § 1 . 5 0 a day anl a man wi th a

team rece ived $3 .50 per day . The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t came t o

the camp each Sa tu rday and paid t h e men. There was no t

much Kold but moat of i t was i n g r e e n b a c k s . After pay

<aay and du r ing Sunday the men would c e l e b r a t e and by t h e

fo l lowing Monday many it t h e l e s s f o r t u n a t e men would be

"broke" o r n e a r l y s o . Once when I was cooking i n wes te rn

Kansas a stranger approached the tent and asked me for

something to ea t . I was alone and was afraid and I had

$200,00 in greenbacks on my person in the front of my

dress. After I refused him something to eat , he then asked

me for money and I replied that I did not have any money and

fortunately for me he lef t and about three-quarters of a mile

from there after a nan refused to give him money, he shot th i s

man and killed him1 and then "t^ok out" across the prair ie ^
him

being on foot^thel ca t t le chase d/and so he was glad to surrender

to the men who were after him. When they searched him they

found that he had considerable money on his person so he was

not "broke".

In 1887 at Pit tsburg, Kansas, I was married to James

Karnes from Ohio and we continued to work with the railroad
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gang. In 1889 my two brothers and my husband decided to

make the run for land and so they went and waited on the

line near Arkansas City. The river was "up" and they had

to take the people .across the river in wagons and it was

the wildest scene that I have ever witnessed; all were

anxious to get across for fear thnt they would not get a

good start and would not get any land. They were a half

a day getting the people across. Bast of the river was a

pasture which was full of cattle many of which were dead

and~To my gm^pgi-aa-anfl amazement-^y*g_JLei!gt many Indians

there spinning those cattle. My husband was fortunate

enough to locate a claim of eighty acres ne».r Stillwater.

Hero on tne prairie we spent our first winter in a dug-

out. W# were fortunate to Jhaye so warm a nlace as 3ome tried

to pass the winter in very p^or tents and must have suffered

from the winter weather. liowever, there were many sunny days

that winter thnt my husband could work out of doors and so

the first winter after he had tried to raise a little corn

from the sod that he had broken thnt spring, he had more

time to get ready for the se:ond crop which of course was a

larger acreage and we did not have it ao hard the second year
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though, there we**e no churches and practically no schools.

Our first church building was just- a little log house near

Stillwater and it was built by those who had claims near.

IX was a Baptist church but I do not recall who was the
r »

f i r s t preacher, in fact, we did not have a c e l l a r one.

The second winter we had a lo*$ house to l ive in and after
\

the win te r here in the s p r i n g we 3old out f o r 3600.00 and

re turned t o the place where my f a t h e r was b u i l d i n g a r a i l -

toad in 7 e s t e r n Kansas,
When we were l iving there near Stillwftter the Indians

would t ravel through there in droves, with their packs and

on ponies.

There were some Indians who lived not far from JUS_ and-

they -grew to know us and they would come to the hourfe and

would stay and oat with me. I did not mind i t when there

was anyone there with me but I was young and just did not

l ike to have them aro md when I was alone. The reason

perhaps was that ray husband's father many years before had

been scalped and shot by some Indians at Garbondale, Kansas.

One day I was alone and I saw some Indians coming and I

\
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knew t h a t t h e y ;?ouid come t o t he house and I was a lone

and so I thought t h a t I would h i d e from them. On our

door, we had a latchatring that was fastened on the in-

side of the door and then the str ing th -t l i f ted the

latch went through a holo in the door and when.you pull-

ed the s t r ing from the outside i t would l i f t the la tch.

So I pulled the latehstr ing back through the door so they

could not l i f t the latch and I hid under the bed. Chief

John. ??ho vae in the bunch laughed when he saw; the spring

-had been_pull.?d. inside-and I-heard him say, "Sh« -*s tir- -

the house." I do not know just how he did i t but eone way

he managed to pull the s t r ing back to the outside of the

door and then they came in and when they found me under

- -khey did laugh-. I ^riBtt 31 f f e reafr-tixea- f̂co

hide when I would see them coming but they, especially Chief

John,would always find me. Once, I hid in a haystack and

he found me th--re.

My husbnnd stn/ed Fith my father most of the time un t i l

thir ty-eight years ago; he decided that he would quit the

construction work end go to f .rming. So we came and leased

a place where the village of Narcissa^hich ia six miles
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southwest of Miami, now stands. Our bouse stood

where the cross street crosses the main street, or

rather I should say highway, and here one of my boys

was born. At that time, Miami was a very small town and

was the end of the Frisco Railroad Bouth from Kansas City.

Afton, a little town, also, and on the Frisco Main line

was just a little farther southwest of us than Miami was

to the northeast but we preferred to do our trading at

Miami and so grew to know more people in that direction.

f-asBed-and-JJLxe.d_jaround there in that neighbor-

hood for ten years.

One day, my husband was in the f ield and two boys

about ten or twelve years old came to the house and asked

dict not need some help. _JL_saiil

haps he could use a couple of boys as i t was springtime

and a busy time on the farm and that he would soon be B%

home and they could wait and ta lk to him. They stayed un t i l

he came and after they told him what they wanted, he asked

them what they could do aid they replied that they had never

worked on a farm but that they could learn.He told them that

they could stay and that he would find something for them to
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do. That night he took then to the milk lot but they

could not milk. The next day he put one of them on a

cultivator but they could not do that so he gave them

something easy that they could do and when he came to the

house that day, I said, "ghat are you going to do with

those boys, they can't do anything?" He laughed and said,

"They l ive in Hi ami and they have just got sore at home and

decided to leave. They won't stay long.* Sure enough, a

couple ~st day* war sntjuglr taM&h* f as» and they told bJL»__

that they had decided to go back hone. Both of them grew

to manhood In Miami, they are Al Cooaons and Bi l l Zilar.

After l iving there for ten years we bought a farm

l i v e * near f̂rfeeae* u n t i l 1926 when we decided

to e,ult farming and move to Qua paw where my husband had

been in the hay business with Riley Bingham. Qua pew had

built quite a bit by that time, though I remember it when

it was only one store, a blacksmith shop and a bunch of

hay barns. Mr. Deering was the first preacher here. Uy-

husband died that year and I have continued to live here

since.


