KAREES, RMMA MAY,

I ERVIR?

13780

22



. e
Form A-{35-~149)
DNTOCRAFITY FORM ' o
WORKS FROCGRESS ADMINISTRALION _ 23
Indisn-Pioneer History Projecct Tor Oklahoma
KARNES, EMMA MAY INTERVIEW 13780
Nennie Lee Burns
Ficld Work.r's rame
April 30 ¢
This report madce on (dave) 193
Name Mrs. Emma May Karnes
2, Poct 0frice Address <uapaw, Oklshoma
3, Residence addrecs 36 ABcavion) ¥3E  xxxxx
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth Day Year
5 Pla~e of birth A8 she remembers {t.
6., Name of I~thar Flace of birth

Other ~formation atout father

7.

Name of Mother Place of birth

Other irnlormation Q%out mother

Jotes or complete narrevive by the {ield worker dealing with the 1lifs and
story of the :erson interviewed.s Rufir to Manuel for su-:csted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shacts if nccecssary and attach Tarmly to
his form, Number of shusts attached .




24

KARNES, EMMA MAY INTERVIEW 13780

Nennie Lee Burns,
Investigator,
April 30, 1938.

Anv[nterview with Mrs. Emms May Karnes,
‘uapaw, .klahoma,
My fsther was “harles L. Cowarden born in Chio and
my mother,Lucy Cowarden born at Fort Smith, Arkensas. I
was born at Kansas City, Missouri in 1870. I attende@
school at Arcadia, Kansas,after which for awhile we lived

_ near Fort gmith and then ment back to Kansas,

After this for severz)l years, T lived in railroad
camps 88 my father wars 2 railroad contractor and would take

contracts to build new railroads. I did my first cooking

___for the men at Pittsburg, Kensas. Here we had from fifty

to seventy-five men to cook for. We got 23.50 per<;;ekq§or‘
N

boarding the men but we d4id not have to bed them. Th8¥head

another isarze tent in which they slept. 7 all lived in tents

and they ate and we cooked in tents but the cook-tent was

much smaller th:n the tent where we ate. We had to take all

kinds of weather and regardless of the weathe, the men had

to have their meals. I have wadad in\water ahoﬁmonhh deqp/)

in getting around the place.
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4 single hand received $1.50 a day an! a man with a
team received $3.50 per day. The Superintendemt came to
the camp each Saturday and paid the men. There was not
ol gold but most of it was in greenbacks. After pay
day and during Sunday the men would celebrate and by the
following Monday many »f the less fortunate men’would be
"broke” or nearly so. Once when I was cooking in western
Kansas a stranger aspproached the tent and asked me for
something to eat. I was alone and was afraid and I had

$200.00 in greenbacks on my person in the front of my

dress, After I refused him sonethxng to eat, he then asked

me for money and I replied that I did not have any monsy and
fortunately for me he left and about three-quarters of a mile
from there af‘er a men refused to give him money, he shot this

man and k1lled him and then m435k out" across the prairie and
him
being on foot thé cattle chased/end so he wus glad to surrender
to the men who were after him. When they searched him they
found that he had considevsble money on his person so he was
not "broke",
N
In 1887 at Pittsburg, Kansas, I was married to James

Karnes from Ohio and we continued to work with the railroad
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gang. In 1889 my two brothers and my husband decided to
make the run for land and so they went and waited on the
line near Arkansas City. The river was "up” and they had
to take the pe&%le acroes the river in wagons and it was
the wildest scene that I have ever witnessed; =211 were
anxious to get across for fear thnt they would not get a
good start and would not get any land. They were a half
a day getting the people across. Rast of the riverwas a

pasture which was full of cattle many of which were dead

and $6 My surprise-2nd smazement there were meny Indians
there sxzinning those cattle. My husband was fortunate
enough to locaste a claim of eighty acres near Stillwater.

Here on tne prairie we spent our first winter in a dug-

out. We wmere fortunnte to hay

SO warm 8 blsce as 3ome tr;ed
to pass the winter in very pr>r tents and must have suffered
from the winter weather. Ilowever, there were many sunny days

w

that winter that my husband could work out of doors and so
P

the first winter after he had tried to ruise a little corn

from the sod that he had broken that spring, he had more

time to get ready for the se:ond crop which of course was a

larger nacreage and we did not have it so hard the second year
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though there we."e no churéhes and practically no schools.
Qur first church building was Jjust a little log house near
Stillwater snd it was built by those who had claims near.
;ﬁ’was a paptiat church but I do not recall who was the
first preucher, in fact, we ﬁid not have %/;ﬁfylar ons.
The second winter we had a loyg house to live “in and after
the winter n;>e in the spring we s-1d out for $8600.00 and

returned to the nlace where my fathér was dbuilding a rail-

toad in 7estern Kansas.

T when we were living there near Stillwater the Indians

would travel through there in droves, with their paeks and

on ponises.

There were some Indians who lived not far from us and .

tﬁe&iggew to know us und they would come to the house and
would stay and nat with me. I did not mind it when there
was anyone there with me but I was young and just did not
like to have them aro.nd when I was alone. The reason ’
perhaps was that my husband's father many years before had

been scalped and shot by some Indians at Carbondsle, Kansas.

One day I was alone and I saw some Indiasns coming and I
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knew thet they would come to the house and I was alone
and so I thought that I would hide frum them. On our
door, we had a latchatring that was fastened on the in-
side of the door end then the string th 't lifted the
lateh went through a2 hole in the door Qgé wheni}ou pull-
ed the string from the outside it would 1lift the 1latch.
So I pulled the latehstring back through the dbor 8o they
could not 1if the latch and I hid under the bed. Chief
John who was in the bunch lauzhed wxhen he saw the s*ring
- _hed been pull>d inside.and I-heard him say, "She 4s tm= - — ——o
the house." I do not knox just how he did it but some way
he manag=d t> nHull the string back to the outside »f{ the
door and then they ceme in and when they found me under
__the bad, how-they did lsugh. I tried differemt times to— =

hide when I woﬁld see them coming but they,esrecially Chief
John,would always find me. OJnce, I hid in a haystack and
he found me th:re.

My husbond stnyed wvith my father most »f the time until
thirty-eight years ago, he decided that he would quit the
consgiuction work and go tc £.rming. So we came and léased

a place wherse the village of Narcissa which is six miles
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southwest of Miami, now stands. Our house stood

where the cross street crosses the mein streest, or

rather I should say highway, and hers one of my boys

was born. At that time, Miemi wus a very small town and

wes the end of the Frisco Railroasd south ffom Kensas City.
Afton, a little town, also, and on the Piisco Main line
was just a little farther southwest of us than Miami was

to the northeast hut we preferred to do ou~ trading at
Miami and so grew to know mor; people in that direction.
- -We—just- farmed and. lived around there in that neighbor- == . -—
hood for ten years.
One day, my husbvand was in the field and two boys
about ten or twelve years old came to the house and asked

—me if my husbepnd did not need some help. I said thet—psr="""

hapa he could use a counle of boys as it was springtime

and a busy time on thé farm and that he would soon be g%

home and they could wait and talk to him. They stayed until

he came and after they %told him what they wanted, he asked .
them what they could do =nd they replied \that they had never
worked on a farm but that they could learn.He told them that

they could stay and that he would find something for them to
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do. That night he took them to the milk lot but they
could not milk. The next day h‘ put one of them on a
cultivator but they could not do that so he ga;e them
samething easy that they could do and when he came to the
house that day, I said, "Phat are you going to do with
those boys, they can't do apything?" He laughed and said,
*Phey live fn Miami and they have just got sore’ at homs and
decided to leave. They won't stay long.” Sure enough, a
—*‘coupls"ﬁtlagys wag enough on—the farm and they told him .=
that they had daoided‘to go back home. Both of them grew
to manhood in Mfam{, they are Al Commons and Bill Zilar.

After living there for ten years we bought a farm

T " near Peoria and lived near there until 1926 when we decided

to quit faming and move to Quapaw where my husband had
been in the hay business with Ril§y Binghsm. Quapew had
built quite a bit by that time, though I remember it when
. it was only one store, a blacksmith shop and a bunch of
hay barns. Mr. Desering was the first preacher here. Ny.
husband died that year and I have continued to live here

since.



