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KEELER, FRED. INTERVIEW. #2016

Interview with Fred Keeler
Kansas City, Kansas

-~

Fioldl Worker - Alene ’D: McDowell
Indian-~Pioneer History, S-149
October 11, 1937

I was born July 15, 1882, on Keeler érook. ten miles
sougﬁ o} Bartlesville. My father, 6eorgp B. Kealer, was
born February 7, 1850, at Hennepin, Putnam County, Illinois.
He died in 1929, and his remains placed in the mausoleum
in the White Rose Cematery at Bartlesville. My mother,
Josie Gilstrep Keeler, Cherokee, was born in Neosho County,
Missouri. She died in 1893, at the age of thirty-six
years and is buried in ®ushington County.

¥hen my father wap six yeers old he removed with his
parents fram Illinois to Vernon County, Wiscousin, where
they resided for about ten years, later re’curﬁed to Illi-
nois and settled at Belviders. In 1868, they removed to
Iowz and as my grandfather had followed merchaudising in
Illinois, he established a store in Boone, where they
lived until 1870. They then removed t¢° Qlenwpod, Iowa,
vhers they engaged in faming for fifteen years. My
father was a farmer, cattleman and merchant, as he had

bemn reared.

In 1871, my fether came to the Indian Territory and
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became & trsder in t:?. Osage ﬁation. He was smployed
by Louis Ohoteau, ss Indian fur {rader, who was of French
descent.

In the latter part of 15‘71, Mr. Choteau was lgill'ed
in his homs by a drunk outlaw whom he had requested jo
leave his house,.

My father worked for Mr. Ohotema in the commiasary
lJocated on the banks of Silver Lake, the first location
of the Osage Agoncy. When the Osages first oaxﬁm
M Kansas, they thought they wers to have gll the land
in the river bottom and they established their agenoy on
the bamks of Silver Lake, south of what is now Bartles-
ville. Theywers to have the land morth of the 96th
seridian, so tl;ey moved their agency to a location about
" the center of the Osage Reservation, east of Puh;wh.
where they received their rations and payments.

While making the trip from Klﬁuﬂ. the Osagea camp)od
st a spring near what 1s now the ¥oolaroc Ranch, dwned
by Frank Phillips of Bartlesville, about fourtog;x miles
southwest of Bartlesville. This spring was ‘nmd for

Mrs, Chotesu, mother of Louis, snd is known as the Gho-
teau Spring.

« -
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After Mr, Choteau's death, my father clqud out the

fur trading business for Mr. Choteau's mother,

| /Ho later beceme conngotod with Dunlap and Rankins,
lioensed traders, and after one yotu.' Yr. Rankinsg sold out
his interest and my father and John Flora. bought buffalo
nides from the verious Indian tribes for Dunlap.. In this
way he became familiar with the sig languages of all
tribes. ° He spoke the Osage le.nguago fluently.

In‘ Auguet, 1872, my father married Miss Josie 0il-

atrgp. Cherokees, and two years later was adopted into the
Cherokee Tribe. He then removed to Pawhuska where he
was employed by Dunlap & Flora until 1874, when he sccept-
ed a position 8s clerk in the J, H., Bartles Store, on
| the north side of Caney River from the pmsent' town of
Bartlesville.

In 1875, he engaged in the cattles business and agri-
culture on Kesler Creesk, ten miles south of Bartluvillo,
smd followed this occupation until 1884, Shen joined liliim
Johnstone in the mercanvile business on the south side
of tho river, in what is now the city of Bartlesville.
They erected the firat n}ofo building on the prane;nt site

of the ¢ity and handled all kinds of merchandise and also

PR
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carried on an extensive business in handling cattle.

My father was active {n the building of Bartlesville and
folt 'a great pride in the city. -

In 1897, he made a deal with thg Cudahy nil Company
to drill the first commercial oil well in the state of
Oklahoma, which is now in the Johnatone Park at Bartles-
: villé. |

He was one of éhe organizega of th:\%nion Maghine
Compeny of Bartlesville, was a_director of the Water
Coxpany, &nd wés vice president and one of the directors
_of the First National Bank, He owned and sold five
addf{tions to the town and the Sutton-Keeler huilding was
srected by A. D. Kortom, Dr. G. W, Sutt;n of Cleveland,
Dr: P. R. Sutton of Bartlesville and Mr..Keeler, Keelsr
Avenue of Bartlesville was named in his honor, &8s was
Keeler Creek, where I was born. |

I received my early educatiQn in the aschools in:
Bartlesville and later ettended the mission near Skiatook.
John Watson was the principal of the mission and his

dasughter, Eva Wateon, was our teacher. I understand she P

is now living at Long Beech, California. E4 Sunday, who

- .
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is now a prosperous real estate man of Claremore, was
my room-mate at the, old mission.
7 Dr. 8tewart was the rirtt mayor in Bartlesville and
I remember tha firat man who received a fine in the new
tomm. He was George Dickey, who was arrested and fined
for firing a pistol as he laft town. pr. Stewart
pounded the tehle with his fist as he fined him to emphasize
he meant dbusiness. . The mayor'as court was held ia the
home of ﬁf. Stewart.

The first marrisge I can remember was Dave Stewart,
son of the mayor,.vwho married one of the Parks girls.
Sam Bopst had been married Lers but.I oannot femamber about
that, I believe Smm's was the {irst wedding in the towm.

The first United States Commissioners court was hdld
in my father's building at Jecond and Johnstone. The Iirsy
_ Pederal Gourt was held on the second floor of the only
three~-story buiiding at theat time. This buiiding is
located at 317 Johnstone, #illiam Higgins was deputy clerk
and I was custodian of the court offices.

I remember a civil case that was being tried against

C. B. Gray, a Baptist preacher, and fatner of Jim, John
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and Cella Gray. 0. B. Clevenger, the attorney for 'c'ho
plaintiff, made some ebusive remarks about the defendant
and ridiculed him ag a miniat'er; Mr. Gray's son, colia.-
who was just a kid, was in the rear of the room. He sat
there and the tears began to stream down his face and
suddéniy‘hg Jumped up and in about two leaps he was at
th'; front of %he room and had hit Clevenger. mi. Grey was
'a fifie man and was highly respected by all who knew him.
Oella Gray is now one of the leeding oitizens and mer-
chants of Bartlesville.

I m Uni\tléd Stat‘ea Deputy Marshal for three years
and went out with statehood, in 1907. I was then oity
marshal for a while. Bill Turner and a fellow named : '
Brown were ulso city w;hala at that time.

One of the first doctors on the north side of the
river was Dr. Pylea. He and his faﬁ;ly were murdered
by a negro, about two miles northwest of the old Bartles
Store. They wers killed with sn ax.

Dr. Tan, & negro, hald a little office docated on
the side of the Bartlies Stors. 'Dr. Woodring was one of

the first Gootors on the north side of the river and was
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the first dootor on the south side. He settled on the
north side in 1889, and when Mr. Bartles moved his town
four miles north and started the town of Devoy.‘nr.
Woodring moved to the south aide.' This was in about
1899 or 1900,

Dr. Bruge owned the first automobile in the city.
I remember very clearly, it was a bright red car and
evérybody gave him the road for he was & wild, reckless
driver. Everybody spoke of his car as Dr. Bruce's"little
red devil.” He always wore & linen duster and goggles.

My father's first home was about 200 feet east of the
southeast cornsr of the children's park. His second
hoe was on the bank of Caney River, 1850 feet east of the
river bridge. His third and lsst home is now located
on the corner of Second and Delawars and is used for
the Nurzes Home at the Washington County Memorial Hospital.

I d&rove a team for Mr. Gates, who was looking for
.a right-of-way to build the first pipeline out of the
state., I believe this was in 1904, I think Mr. Gates
since was P?eaident of the Prairie 0il and Gas Company

and located at Independence, Kansas. Ve tried to follow
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close to the 96th meridian, which is now the Osage-
washington County line, to the Kansas state line.

At one tims I purchased large turkeys for resale at
Coffeyville, Kansas, for thirty-five cents each.

Smith end Allen Lounabury owned part of the teams
thiat hauled éhe oil field equipment from Red Fork to
Bartlesville for the first oil well. They scattered hay
on the ice across the Arkensas River to keep the horses
from falling when they ;roased the river, This was in
the Spring of 1897.

My father bought hogs and shipped them to St. Louis,
¥issouri, to market. He bought and tatgened them, then
drove them on foot to Caney, Kansas, the nearest shipping
point, then he shipped them to market. While making the
drive, if a fat hog beceme tired he was put in the wagon,
which followed behind. He usually shipped from 350 %o
400 head.

The cattle from this vicinity wers driven from Poaéum
Oreek to Talala and shipped over the Missouri Pacific
Raiiroad to market. Coffeyville, Blgin and Caey, Kansas,

<

were also shipping points for cattle.

~ o
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The Nowata Road ran north from the Bartles Store
for asbout one-half mile, then across country southeast,
where it ocrossed Coon Creex near the present erossing
on the Tuxedo Road.

The Tulsa Road was west of Bartleaville, along the
Osege County line. It crossed Sand Creek at the old
ford, about 200 yards west of the crossing now used,
near the Phillips Ranch and out through the hills aiong
Nigger Gap. i

There was & ferry boat asross Caney River and the
landing was about where the first oil well now astands,
in the Johnstone Park, in Bartlesville, This was l
operated by Al Oskson and owned by my father and William
Johnstone. Carter's Perry was located at Ringo, about
five niles northwest of Remona, in the south end of
Wanhington County. It orossed Caney River, along the
section line near the Osage-Washington County line.

Ringo was a pioneer town that was located in
washington Qounty. There was a 1ittle lake of about

two acres located about five miles northwest onRamona.

Chief Bill Rogers, wlo lived in Skistook, established a
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1little stors al the north end of the lake. The store

wes located south of Ellen Miller's place and was

cperated by ¥r. Carter, who alsuv took care of the post-

office and oswned and operated the Larter's Ferry.

Jesse Morgan, brother of the late Arthur I. M¥organ,
had the first contract for the Star mail route from
Coffeyville, Kansas, to %the Bartles Store. A change
of adﬁinistration caused the post office %o be moved
to the south side of the river. Frank Crane was the
' first postmaster after it was moved to the new location,
I believe it was Quring Cleveland's administration
that the post-office was moved. It was in the Baxties
Store during the Republican administration and the
Democrats applied for the office in the nsw.town.

Cyprian Tayrien had opersted a little store on
the south side of ths river, in what is now Johnstone -
Park, prior to my father's anq Mr. Johnstone's operation
of a mershandise tusiness here.

The first telephone operator in Bartlesville was

the present Mrs, Jemes Hickey, who now lives at 1111

Johnstone in Bartlesville.
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The white settlers wers required to have & permit
to live, farm,or work,in the Cherokee and Osags Nations.
There wers Indian Polise to see that these people had
permits and %o kesp all outaiders from remaining within
the borders of the Ration, Thess police were Indians
and they(vare very striot abous tl:eir mle;. John
West was the Chief of the Indian Police and his son,
Dick, was one of the police. Frank West now opsratea
the Ford Agency at Sapulpa, Oklahoms. Frank.lin Re~
- vard of Pawhuska was an igdiu Police on the Osage
Reservation and was latof e United States Deputy Mar-
shal. I believe the Indian Police were paid by the
Department of Justice, N

The Claremore Mound is an old battle site of this
vicinity. The Osage and Cherokee Indians i‘ought a
battle at this place, the Osages fought a losing battle.
Chief Claremore was the Osage Chief, and ths oity of
Claremore was named in his honor. This mound is
located about one mile west of (laremore, in Rogers

gounty.
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our first ball diamond was located about one mile
north of Caney River on the west aide of United Steates
Highway #75, where the National Refinery Company'now /
bave their plant. Base Ball was one of our favorite
sports and we have played many interesting geames on
this diapand.

1Tharo used to be an Osage Indian“éiavg on’téb of
the mound at the west edge of Bartlesville. There
is no trace of these graves now, but I remember them,
and hav§ seen them many times when I was a child.

' ¥hen Bartlesville wes first {ncorporated, 1897,
the west field fence ran along ons-half block west of
;h3rt*tho railroad is now and north to the Caney River,
The south fence ran down Third Street to Osage Avenup,
then 1ﬂ‘t northeast diregtion to the west side of the
old dridge across Cansy River,

I have a picturs of the Arthur Morgan home om
North Delawars Avemus. The first time I ever acted
as pall bdearer was for their little son, Ollie. .

Nr. xppltin;. a Jew, who ceme to Caney, Kensas, *

ir the early days and estadblished a trading post,
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learned something about t&rn end hides., All merchants
handled furs and hides so he decided he had better
do likewise. He was not familiar with the fur busi-
ness and when he received his returns from his first
shipment to St. Louis, he learned his first lesson.
Coon hides séld for forty cents and o;ossum hides for
five cents. He had bought opossum hides for coon hides
and when he found that he had made the mistake he
was very excited and told his employees not yo buy any
more of those ﬁatiek tail cbon hides," for the merket
had decreased. The boys got a big kick out of this.
The-old banZ hsll was used for everything in fho

early days. It was first located near the west lino.
of the City Park, on North Cherokee Avenue, where ;he
old bath hous; stood for many years, later. It was

"moved to the corner of Seoond and Osage where it was
later torm Ao'n. Andy Wilkie, one of our citizens,
died very :ugdenly aad about a week after he was buried,
the citizens decided to have his body taken up and an

' autopsy performed by Dr. Ayres and Dr. Koodring and the

,stomach sent away for an analysis. However, everything



) . 8
KEELXER, FRED. INTERVIEW. #12018 "

14
~was all right., I was then just a led but I was in the
building, the old4 banf hall, where the body lay ;n
state and saw the body. Of gourse, I was afraid to
pass there after dark, One night I was r;stuming to
ny home and hed to pess the old bend hall, The back
part of the building stood about three feet off the
ground and s bunch of hogs stayed under the building.
I was frightened so I threw a rock st the building and
out came thoge hogs with a rush, I don't know what
I thought it was, and I didn’t wait to see. I was ’/\
béroroot and the ground was covered with sandstone., I
knowRhe fire flew from those rocks, I ran so fast
getting home.

I have one old gun, owned at one time dy Henry Stsarr
and & number of early day pictures, including the first .
calaboose {n Bartlesville, and early day piotures of

the Osages. ' L 3



