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Date of birthe-----January 22, 1860

Place of birth,----Scottsville, Kentucky.
‘Husbandee-veceemanx - B. S, Bonmer,

Place of birth----Calloway coung, Kentuckye
‘Date of his birth, November 24th, 1858

Eusband died------llay 12, 1¢88, Ft. Tonon, Okla.

Buriad at Doaklvillo Céme tery.

. NOTR BY FIELD WORKER,

1 have just spent several hours with Mrs., Bonner,
(ill try to repeat the atories as she told them to
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IND IAN Pmnxfn HISIORY PROJECT S~ 149

. So/nm oxporioncea of a country doctor, in
‘ // the Indian 'I'orritory long ago.
Ty B,

Robert Sanford Bonner and * wers bom and raised in Kentucky.
When I was sixteen and he was seventeen, we .ran away into Tennesses
and gt marrieci. We were mear the County line 80 we just rode horse-
Deckto hhsewbe;g%qnn,s&o be mw nghad mjghty, little of this
vorldz; goods for.a long time but he was intclfigent and a good manager,
and was a good provider all of our lives together.
In 1895 doeﬁora tqld him that he had cc:naumption, and that he could
0% 1ive in Kentucky, and advised him to go to South Texas. Right then,
\I\ipuary, 1895, we s0ld out and went by train to S;n Antonio, Texns. When
ve é)\t there more doctors advised him to live out of doors, if he wanted
to live at all, and so we did-for a couple of years, ,‘
. In 1899 we cems to the Indian Territory. 4 never will forget the
first night we apen/t in the Indien Territory. We had coms by wagon and
had two good teams. That'night‘horse t!;oi’voa ks pt skulking around eur
camp, but my husb%nd bad staked them close to ths wagons, and sat g;.nrd all.
night with hia gun,
" He had always been interested in the study of medicine, and had
pad lots. In those days, one eould go bafére a ward in Indien Territory 1
of medical examiners, and if,they mads $he gradés, were given a eortit;c(t‘c)i

lnd licensed to practice medicine, .So when we got to 0ld Boaksville, ana |

‘:oun:l that the doctoxr who was thon wanted $0 return to Arkansas, we dse 4
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eided to locate there for & while. (The while lengthenmed to twenty-
eight years.} My husband successfully pessed the expminationé every
time he was required tondo 80, also went to Dellas, Texas, and Tezariana
to short terms of medical achool, n&d Jreceived diplomas from them.

Once, when an election was being held for the electing of a
Principal Chief ér the Choctaw Nation, a blacksmith and esnother msn got
into & fight over it, the blacksmith stabbed the other man. He mounted
his horse, rode a mile, got his gun ax;d returned to town snd liverelly

shot up. the town looking for this blacksmith. Shot into Lis home, shop

and every other house whers he suspected he might be Liding, until he
fell exhausted from the 1063 of blood at our door. My husbend dresased
"his wo und and‘ took him home in & buggy. He soon recovered and he said the ‘
blacksmith were apparently friends arier thats It wes just *A friendly |
arguxpant' ove1; an election. It was right exciting on elesction day.
There would always be l§ts of fights. On that dey, mentioned. above, 1
sa¥ a negro man just slap & white man down as fast as he would get up.
'Slappad him‘-ith the side of his ristol on the side of the head. Doctors
were- kapt busy on elsct ion days.
Rodody ;as arrested or punished for these "¥Free for allwfights .
and some ¢ imes tl;ay killed a reg of the crowd.
Once each month a preacher would gome to preach to us, and every-
body would & f:?chvurgh. The better ores to worstip, some out of curiosit;y1
~and some would get drunk and try to break up the services, ‘Onoe a
drunken Indian rode his horse into the church. He was not a full blood

, ‘P
oY, Just enough white blood to meke him msan, Sometimes we would
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dave Sunday school and singings. Now this was at Dosksville. Out

. in the country at the Choctaw churches, where they were most all fulle

_ 8sick man. The doctors e:a}nined him and decided it was too late to

L. R

bloods, every thing was more orderly. The full bloods are so serious
about their religion. So sincere, '

Some times we would have parties and dances, then sometimes

‘sdms drunken ones would break them up. Once, the host gt tired of the

dance at his house, 80 he just got his gun and ran every body off. 1
was thers and saw that, 1 was one who ran. He was #runk.

4 full bload Indien man had blood poisoning in one leg. It was so
far advanced that my husband decided that he could ampﬁtato it and save
his life, He took amother doctor up there they lived severel miles away,
up in the pine woods to assist in the amputation. When they arrived

there, quite a:large crowd of full blood lndians had coms in to see the

]

amputete and save his life. The‘ infection had spread so far, it was
ussless. Well, the indiana‘wanted to know so my husband tol(d them that
thers was no use,’ he was going to die anyway. Ke told them that out in
the yard, where th;y were congregated., In a few momsents some One came
out and said that Soloman was dead. Upon close queationiﬁg some Of them
admitted that they went in and told him that the doctor said he would

¢ ia, and. he promptly tumed his face to the wall and died. When my
husband rebuked them for telling the patient that he would die. They

said, "Well you SAY he die, and he DID die.™

. He practiced msdicine over a radiws of many nmiles, as far West as
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Iilmichi river, Sduth to Red river, North to and pe#t 014 Spencer
Academy. Often i{ was so far that he would have to atay ell night.

4 lot of the roadq( were too rough to go over in a buggy, so he ﬁu{d

go horseback. It ;as pretty bard to ride 25 miles horseback so he wc‘{uld'
fold & cotton Elanhet end put in his saddle to meke it easier, Soma-

t imes he didn't find such comfortable beds to sleep upon ' wey out in

the hilla, and @ode t imes it'vas a pallet on the floor, sometimes he

just put down his vblanket with his saddle for & pillow and slept after
attending his patient. Frequently they had only one bed. Ha found the
most of the homes of the full blood Indiens serumpulusly clean. Often
they would luve cofn bread and coffee 'alone for breakfast, and once they
has only sweet potptoes, baked, and coffee for breakfest. They had been
sick and uns;ble tojdig @Mmot to trade for flour and Lad been unable %

g to mill to get corn ground. Ocecasionally they would have a surplus of

some sort of produpe and lacking money with which %o pay him they would

load him down w ith, good things to eat. Thsir tabdbles would groen ¥ ith

well cooked foods.

| One of their ;"'avorite foods wes Tom Fuller. It was mede by maXking
1
a 50Tt of & mortar}by eutting down a tree and hollowing out the stump, ’
then they would make e pestle of wo'od and pound corn to the consi stiency
of q‘hat ue; know als;grita, almost a8 fine es meal, This was cooked vario
%ays, but ¢.§>elievé the most comon was &8 we cook grits,

He rode meny meny miles, and meny meny days and nights in order %o

ol

i -
allqviate pain. And I believe he was as well beloved aa any men who eve

H&dﬁm this comteye . SR
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In his later years he traveled by automobile. He brought the first
one to the town of Fort Towson. It wes a small, buggy-like vabiélq,

-~ and ciz’ain driven. Well, it had a gasoline engine, Wit the wheels were

turned by cheins. Then he would egmet’;mes imke trips away out in the
’ sand hills in that. kis meny Choctaw ~f):fuam?m never failed to send for
him a8 long as he lived and was nnble t&‘%rav‘el;

Among my recollections, $ recall a Choctaw wedding. The Indiena
would bold eemp meetings, and aqmetimeg temp gt a meeting for several
days, Just lots of the full blood men wei'e preachars, and they would
taks their whole families to these meet‘inga and Just stay till they were
over; Well, an Indisn youth who l‘ind’ away up.Nc;:rth of Spencer Academy,
had ;txet a girl at one of these metinge upcabout Alikchi, and the way they
had to go it must have been frifty mileé‘}:om his home t0 hers, That was
too far to go courting ver often, s tt;eg_v decided to get married at the

next meeting time., Indians in wagons, Indians in buggies, and Indians on

horseback, big, little, old and young filed through our little town all

day long Saturdsy bdefore the Sunday when the wedd ing was to take place.
i was told thet the ceremony was quite impressive, also very long and wonder-

ful dinner was served, several beeves were barbecusd. Then the trek back

Y

bomg gegun ‘the blushing bride with them.

1 must tell you of the Indian girl who really went back to ‘the

’

primitive, She lived out in the hills north of lDosksville, her name was

louisa Nonnemontubbee. She attended Tuakapon'n Female Institute. &he

spoks splendid mglial;, wrote a lovely hand, dresscd up to date, and };hon

-
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‘she would come home for vacations, balf the white girls
[.

miod her up-to-the minute clothes. I did not see her foy about two

the county

N
..”‘” (tfter she ceme home to stay. 4nd when I did see her, she bad a
nd bnndam handkerchief on her head, a bright colored blouse, mede
nry 0ld fashioned, an extremsly long, full skirt with ruffles of
E’mother color, and bindings of atill another color at the head of the
%mfrloa. ghe was barefoot, and bad a sack of snake root that she had
étm.fmd would not Télk for a long time just grunt. I finally got her
'—to talk a :’Littl’o. I hed been t0ld that that was a frequent ocouvence
bt it was my first observance of it.

One gecuiilu:ity of the full blood Indian was that they would coms
to ay bouse, and just stand outside until discovered. They wéuld never
knoek at ths door or call to us, and there was no use to ask their
-business, because they would never tell you till they got good and ready.

Ke—bad-e—splemdid—schooi-at-Boaksville for-owr children-to-etient,
sad. they—got—good-and-peady.

We had a splendid school at Doaksville for our children to attend,
4

and they all got fair educations,

1 am 77 years old and still live in Fort Powson. One mile south of

014 Dosksville.,



